
E t h y l  Ga s o l i n e  Co r p o r a t i o n

Resea r ch Labor a t or ies 

T23 JEast Miuvaukee Avenue

Det roit, Michigan 
A pril 12, 1935

Dr. Robert A. Kehoe 
C ollege o f  Medioine 
U n iversity  o f  C incinnati  
C inc inn a ti, Ohio

Dear Bob:

I am sending herewith copy o f  a le t t e r  which I 
have ju s t  w r it ten  to  Art M ittnacht, which I b e lieve  
i s  se lf -ex p la n a to ry . Mr. Traphagen w i l l  doubtless 
c a l l  on you sometime soon.

With k indest regards

C ord ia lly  yours

EB;ed
Enel.

YJL- 0010791

N8033



April 12* 1035

Hr. A* E. K ittnacht

Bear Arts i ïi r 
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A Mr. Iraphagen, a tto rney  fo r  the in d te n ity  company wgich ca r r ies 
th e parts l i a b i l i t y  insurance fo r  th e Packard Motor./Car Company, 
m s  ju s t  in  ay  o f f ic e  to  get some inform ation on EtiffL Gasoline 
fo r  use in  t h e d e f e n s ^ o ^ ^ ^ u i t ’' in 8 t i ta te ( l .S i^ in o t  t h e Packard 
Company by & o f  Chicago,

v  *

In  1932 th e p la in t i f f  purchased a used fear from the Chicago Branch 
o f  th e  Packard; Company under th e  usual th ir ty -d a y  ■warranty but made 
no payments and a t  th e  end o f  n in ety  days th e ear  m s rep ossessed .
On th e  tw enty-n inth day a f te r  th e purchase o f  th e  car he claim s to 
have, sm elled ETHYL G asoline.* '^çhi^ j.3Îcidentally he claim s to  have 
used a t  the in s is te n c e  '■ ■ of theSrackard peop le, and m s  str ick en  by 
lead  poisoning from vdiiclb he has not recovered. So claim  i s  made 
th a t, any s p e c i f ic  p a r t  o f ' th e  gaso lin e  system, m e  leak ing but th a t 
something allowed th®  ©smpôxôf s u f f ic ie n t  gaso lin e  to  be detected 
and produce la a d .p p is o s in g ./V  ,

' i f !  ; / /■ •  . '■  . A •'
The p la i n t i f f  is '\an  oabalijfer in  Chicago who has apparently handled 
la rgè* ,guan tities b£'_'nrŝ â.o and i t  i s  b e lieved  by th e  insurance 
company "tliat h is  present con d it ion , which i s  q u ite ser iou s and has 
th e  sji3ptar3s^of_10âd'^!Oi son ing, may have been caused by a r se n ic .
”fhe h o sp ita l to  which he was confined during th e most v io le n t  stages 
o f  th e  a ttack  diagnosed the a ilm ent as lead  p o ly n e ur i t is . Th© m n  
had h a llu c in a tion s and m s  genera lly  unbalanced and a t  the present 
tim e i s  p a r t ia l ly  para lysed. According to  th e h o sp ita l records the 
fa eces  showed no tra ce  o f  le a d . * . .

H r. Tr&phagen has reviewed th e l i te r a tu r e  on lead  poison ing q u ite  
c a r e fu l ly , in c lu d ing  the Govemuent report* : lie f ee ls  th a t ho has 
a d i f f i c u l t  case because th e  defease i s  p r a c t ic a l ly ce r ta in  to  
a ttack  tho lead  ana lyses o f  th e  h o sp ita l in  th e  l igh t  o f  e x is t in g 
in form ation and s e t  up th e claim  th a t  tlie  fa o cesm igh t a c tu a lly  have 
<Hmiained:mry--larg®'aaaunfes.-y-
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fh® p la in t if f1® lawyer is  associated with Mr. fraphagea as counsel 
for other insurance companies. His father m e a lawyer and he lias 
studied medicine during i l l s  spare tim e. Being naturally quite c lever, 
Sr. Traphagen B elieves he w il l  Be a formidable adversary.

I  gave Hr. Traphagen the information he deeir.e<Lon the nature and 
amount o f lead compounds added to  the ga$qliWwu3^ passing out 
through the exhaust and recommended that/he disousfit\b^e medical phases 
o f the case with Dr, Kehoe, which he agreed to  do in'th e  near fu tu re.

I am merely passing th is  information along fo r  your 
a favorable deoigion fo r  the p la in tiffJ .n  th is  ease 
whole ser ies o f sim ilar case®. " - w -

Mr* fraphagen’s address i s  !l|^"W verl;y,.Ave^e^'?ol edo, Ohio,
y f • • *\

jrmation. sine© 
sta r t a

Very truly yours
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CGj  Dr. Robert A.Uiehoe y /
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