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VCM-related inquiries at Louisville plant

Phil Lawrence called PR office at 1:15 PM today to inform us that Dr. Creech
had been contacted Tuesday, 9/3/74, and today, by reporters for the Wall
Street Journal and the Washington Post.

Lawrence said the questions were of this type: '"How come BFGCC didn't
know of the significance of the cancer deaths prior to the January 1974
announcement?" and "Were you holding back informatiom?" Also, "If there

didn't seem to be any problem, why was BFGCC doing testing in summer of
1973?"

Lawrence said Dr. Creech responded to the first two in this vein: First
death (1971) was an incident; when second (May 1973) occurred, it took
some time for cause of death to filter down, to reach him; when third
(Dec. 1973) occurred, the announcement was made.

Lawrence said Dr. Creech evidently didn't remember why 'testing began
in summer of 1973". Lawrence explained (to me) that it wasn't until
summey 1973 that instrumentation (to test) became available,

Lawrence said he contacted Tom Duke in Akron to tell him of the calls
to Creech. Lawrence also wanted to alert you to the inquiries. Also,

in your absence, he asked that I inform J. L. Nelson. I will do this
by means of sending him a copy of this memo. :
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