July &6, 1956

Dr. Hedwi, S, Kuhn
Cphtiaalaclogy

112 Rimvach Street
tdammond, Indlana

Deaar iHedie:

I am ;;1lad you wrote to me about tie matter of therapy in the small
plants that have the problem of excessive lead absorption among
thelr enployees, for this is a vexing sltuation and one that needs
rroper handling. It has bsesen created or at least contributed to
by the naive viewpoint of tne distributors of the therapeutle agent,
in that they have encouraged "deleading" as a prophylactic messure,
L shall answer j;our direct guestions and add some ccmments. Let
me say flrst that this 1s preclsely what was in the offing that led
to my editorial in the A.d,A, It is one of the most distressing
situaticns that nas appeared 1n relation to industrial anygiene in
the load trades in many a year., .
1, There is no part of this therapy of so called prophylaxis
which should bte undertaken bty any layman at any time. The problem
is one of medical care and medical judgment, and EDTA shoculd not be
zilven for purpcses of prophylaxis except for unusual and carefully
chosen medical reasons, I should think that tne administration of
tiils agent by a layvan would be punishable as illegal, The 1dea that
it is a .armless means of speeding up the elimination of lead from
tne body, so as to keep pace with its absorpticn,is naive, erronecus
and actually vicicua, Flrst because the drug 18 not harmless, and
its effects have not veen fully explored, and second btecause it will
not do wnat 1s expected of 1t ‘n this process, It is on the point
of becoming a lousy substitute for sound industrial nygiene because
of this abswrd idea, Actually, thls drug 1s useful for the treatment
of lead poisoning, and it is thus that it should be used,

2e¢y 3¢ I have no idea who there may be in the Calumet area
who kxnows something about thls matter and who also understands waat
should ve done to control cxposure to lead in industry. 1 nhave had
the impression, without having much evidence, that tie lead trades
in the Chicagzo arcea renerally are not very well handled, medically
aveaiing, I may be mistaken, Perhaps somecne thers would come to
see me and be willing to lecarn sometning about it, In any case 1
would be .lad to do anything I can to nelps The problem 1s simple,
if an honest and intellirent effort 1s made to understand it and
to do what ls regqulred,
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i« There is really no excuse except ignorance and carelessneas
for the occurrence of lead polsoning in modern indusiry., We know in
very preclse terms what are the criterla for safatyréhow to reco. nize
dangerous absorption of lead in the individual and in the group before
i1t reaches tiie polnt of causing proisoning. here 1s no sucn thing as
an unduly susceptible person who, suddenly and without any warning
sizns, develops lead polsonlng. This concept relate=s to the dark ages
of medicine and industrial irresponsibility.

I am about to go on a much-needed vacatlon for a month, After that

I shall be ready to do what I can to help you. If you would like me
to come up there and spend a little time with some of the people who
are concerned with this matter - medical or management people, so long
a8 the professicnal amenities are observed - I'd be ,lad toc do it,

If you want to read what I have to say on lead in industry, read the
chapter on it in Patty's, Industrial Hyglene, Volume II, I alsc send
you the report of a one-time Committee on Lead Poisoning of the A.P.H.A,,
which 1s essentially up-to-date except for the part on tanerapy., I do
this becsuse, in the industrial hyglene of the lead trades, it is
essential to iznore all uatters related Lo medical treatin ent, The
occurrence of cases ol polsoning and the necessity to resort Lo the
treatment of the disease, so far as these stem from industry, arise only
because of fallure - lgnorant or Ilrresponsible failure - to provide
satisfactory conditions under which men work. This is a simple, readily
demonstrable truth. UYhy confuse it with consideraticns of medlcal
tresatment?

-

We are sending you a copy of the Journal you want, since we have found
an extra. You may keep this, /I call your attention to the fact that
this article deals with the treatment of lead polsoning, Brieger and
his group have dons good work on this., Our own conecsrn, because of the
local sltuation, has been with the {reatment of the infants and jyoung
cni ldren anmong wiiom the disease is manifested mostly as encephalopatay
and the mortality is 25 to 30 per cent, ilere 1s where a life-saving

type of tnerapy 1s ur;ently needed. Some measure of success has
accompanied the use of “DT4, but not as much as one would hopes —

5

Sincerely yours, .

Robert A, Keace, M, D,
RAK: Jw
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Hodiy S. Kok, M. D,

OPHTHALMOLOGY
112 RIMBACH STREET

HaMMOND, INDIANA

July 23, 1956

Robert Kehoe, M.D,
Director,

Kettering Laboratory
College of Medicine
University of Cincinnati
Cincimmati, Chio

Dear Bobe

There are a mmber of small olants in this area that handle leads. The superintendent
of one of them, a very fine young person who is also a neighbor and friend, himself
had lead poisoning in his own lead plant, and is tremendously interested in helping to
eliminate this toxic hazard in this area, He has informed himself of the so-called
EDTA treatment which he seems to be under the impression can te carried out without
medical supervision at the time as long as there is medical counseling available.

This is entirely out of my field and I would greatly like to have some direct informa-
tion. I tried to get a copy of the May '55 issue of Industrial Medicine but as soon
as I get my own copies they go overseas, so, I do not have it. 1 understand there is
ansgrticle in that issues I also have a copy of your statement in the AMA, Jamary 22,
1955,

J

; The primary questions I need to have answered are the following?

1, Could ary part of such treatment emergency as carried out bty a layman
nmnediately at a plant be compared to irrigation of eyes after they get
acid in them?

2¢ Who in the Calumet area, medically speaking, would know most about this
sort of thing and could prepare a statement for small industries where there
are toxic exposures to lead or other metals for which this substance might
be useful? As you know, Dave Johns has retired and gone to California. E4
Carleton does not seem to know anything zbout this, and I am sfraid there
are no other doctors in the area that he or I know do know,

3¢ sschairman of a newly organized Hammond Safety Council, the hazard of ex-
posure to lead has been presented to us by the small industries in the area
that handle lead, and I do have to concern myself directly with ite

Le My understanding was that leaden toxication is umnecessary if the proper pre-

cautlons are taken with reference to gpparel and ventilation, and that the
existence of a suddenly detected individual who has lead poisoning is out of
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line with modern practices. Is this concept correct or not?

Meanwhile, would appreciate having that copy of Industrial Medicine to borrow if you
cen loan it to me and/or a statememt from you that I can give the superintendents of
these plants who are interested in protecting their workers, and whose consulting doc~

tors know absolutely nothing about lead, prevention of exposure, or detection, or treat-
ment, Youwr cooperation would be much zppreciated,

HSK:s
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