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Lcar Joe:

From ths nresentation made by you and 2111 Johnson at the AIMNA Conference last
wee, it appoars te pe that NIOSH 1s frasping at straws and will stoop to 2lmost
ey level in itp efforts to implicato Chrycotile 28 a najor causative agent of
asvuestos related carcinopgenie digease. While your renrescatation of ows Manbaim
oreraticn as & plant processing practically only Chrycotilo is correct insofar
oy prescent and rocent pact concditions are concersned, it cerzainiy is not the

crce in rerarc to exposuraes that occurree in this plont during the early 194Q0's,
particulariy during Yorld YWar I1I.

Concuzniinn of Armosits fibre at Manheim from 1S.1 through L94LL averaged aporovi-
wetely 750,000 pounds per year alwmout 2 of which went intd products that
involved a rmajor proportion of reletively dirty ronual fazbricatlon ond handling.,
liuch of this was done under high priority on defense contracts Ior the U. S.

Navy. Ths procuct was a special voven Amosite heal insulating blanitet or Matiress-
for high oressure stecan cquiprment aboard llaval vesselc. Azosite was used in spite
of ita greater dust producing potential because Chrycotlils ssbestos was in shert
supply and could not ve obtained in the gquantities nceded for this high voluze
high priority requirezent.

Overations ‘nvolved blending and opening of the bulk Amosite fitre in our Preparing
departizent, followad by carding into heavy roving or wick. The wicik thua pruducez
wao then voven in corhination with Chrysotile yaum on a gpecial hand loon in our
Tane Veaving departmant to producd e continuous blankaet epproexicately 30 inches
wida. This material then was manually handled and febricated into custonr shaped
inzulaticn Mattresses' in which the Amosite was enczsed inside layers of resuler
Chiryaotile ~loth for rechanical protectisn. Thig was z very dusty ‘ob recuiring
ab.oet/lind.wory, soma or which was parforuiad by womoun.

Lua to Lts hirn bulk, tha finighed procuct reguired special paclaging, which

£ls0 had ¢o Yn dune nmamually. All the orsrationn involved were concidered to he
slimificently dustier thsn typicnl operations within our olant. Fortuaately,

~ll wers terninated in 1y45, althouen the cyuipment remdned installed end wos
used Lo preduce a fewr lob ot ordors in 19LL snd 1947,
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