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L. The attached from the Oct, 8 issue of "Chemical Week" shows the promment‘
P display and attention given to a point-by-point refutation of the magazine's Sept,
10 article on "asbestos”,

. . This editoria.l handling came after several consuitations with the editors and other
: McGraw-Hill officials and after careful rundown of all the allegations made in the
*  original piece, including a check through an intermediary with Congressman

. Watkins of Pennsylvania, who completely repudiated the comments attributed to

. lu.m. -

-

“ se raa

. " Dr. Murray Brown of the U.S, Public Health Services Division of Occupational
: - Health also disavowed the figures relating to asbestosis among the general population
. which were attributed to his organization, -

.= We believe this concise, non-contentious presentation of fact will set the record
straight for the some 50,000 readers of Chemical Week, The original article
. stirnulated only one other press inguiry and this has been satisfactorily handled-
. without attention being givea to the story,
. For any inquiries you may-encounter about the Sept. 10 Chemical Week article, °
L. the attached should be a complete answer, Special attention might be drawn to thé
U.S. Public Realth Servxce den..a.l of supposed high rate of asbestosis in general’
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. 28 Nﬂr forum, old debate: Sookesmen for domeste and foreign pfoduun of o
Tr = thetic organic chemicals sum up Jatest taritt arguments for AIChE memberz. .

J'2 29 Finencial revelations coming from chemical companies and divisiona: Discretion still +
¢ ‘,j ., prevails over disclosure, but reporting of divisional data to be required,
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" 30 " More mergers and sequisitions: Sohio becomes full ewner of Mountaineer Carbony
. - Ncn gets Rubber-Piastics {adustries; Sherwin-Wiiliams buys Sprayon Products. .
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45 bhz Administration intent on boosting fertilizer snd pesticide production to hdp
lnd growing population, gives Mexico a better foreign tndo balance.
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73, Tor= Eom The artcls ﬁﬁed Icmcuble fumn-. to co:npletely re-  methods 3o that the workplace ean [ - o7
LY 2 CAsdesten: Awaiting Trial'® (CW, * place asbestos in the many applications be kept as healthy as postible.” L tee e
.:;..; ;Sept. 10, p. 32) contaics many. fnass | for which it i now used. Aoy sym- ... Murray C, Browwn, M.D, © l-;-,
iy * curacies, which have led 10 ertonesus  thetica would bave to prove superior * * ol -- - .
%7 . amumptions and false conclusions. to natural asbestos and be eccnomical- * © " Division of Occupational Heeld  *f
1%+, Bricfly, the facts are these: *ly competitive, he Depmmt of Health, Bduestion | ~~,
E_-’,:.’.- (1) Asbestos is & uniquely twseful As to bealth aspects, in June of this | - X & Welfare * - 5
i1, product serving the mecds of modern  year the US. Surgeon Geoera! ap- - *  Public Health Serviee =, 7.
£ . 'mas ind seciety, and it & not likely . pearcd before the Seoate Publie Works - .  Wahiopon, DG “1iR
¥ o be replaced by economically feasible - Subcommitiece oo Air and Water Pol- _ . rald
4,% " synthetic polymens, or anything ehe, : Iution, with Senator Bdmund Muskie . .0 cw Is pleased to 1ct the m-ord et
7 . in the foresceable future, . ©of Maine as chairmas, to discuss var-  -straight. Some of thore Interviewed ™ .
:: (2) No published reports, even the  jous problems relating to air-pollution - @pparently drew unwarrented conclu- " *- =
i+ " most speculative, support the generale | abatement. Surgeon General William . sions from insufficient .and dubious . -
T hed statements in your article regard.” - - Stewart esumerated a number of sub- .. " data—En, R
: ,'. ing health effects of possible expesure - nlanwl and eo::smon use, incl:hdmg s ) CY e
£77 to asbestos, plastics and asbestos, about which he - . R
# - (3) There is po basis for the suggese  said: *“The public health bazards that. MEETINGS et
5s.~, tion that Congress “may act™ zegarde  may arise from these sapects of en- m*::- ’::t &ﬂdﬂ“{\ng{i:d Cerm!_sm 2
i+, .ing asbestos use, for no such proposals . vironmeatsl contamination bave mot ¢ g, twin Sncger Mamon
% °* are being considered by Coogress. We.  been adequately documented. In each ’;?;gf Hotel, Wasbiagon, D.C, Oct. - - .
¢, are informed that the congressman  instapee further investigation is needed ' ’ et
*,* quoted a3 predicting sction dischiims  to determine whether health is indeed . | u?;?,';'f; ::‘;‘m;sg" d"{:ﬁ;‘;‘;:: coaie
g.’": any knowledge of bealth evidence _ threatened and whbat control measures  * jer.Hilton Hotel, New York, Oct. ‘17,19: N
{_‘- . :lmnt‘m? asbestos or of propossls -, may be pecessary, *" Drog, Chemlaal & ADled Trades N
control its use, In these days when all substances, annual meeting, Hollywood Beach H‘motu:l. ..
. (4) No evidence existy to show that | in. our air and water and even the . Hollywood, Fla, Oct. 20-22. . e
° xsbestos poses bealth risks for the geae .- food we eat are constantly under® -
.z: ¢ral public or to show that even 1% - scrutiny, as 1o their effects on the pub- &wiﬁw? ;;a !;ﬁhl:‘;v:log:::: c LT
":' of Ameticans bhave “mild chrosic lxc. the fact that asbestos is among the . Houel, Chicago, Oct 2628, .
© 3. asbestonis,” much less the 40% ﬁguxt sub;ecf.s of favestigation is not surprise ‘s hR
*7  you give in your srticle. | ing. In fact, we have always supported ™ cf,‘;,‘f:,‘i"cm,, &m&:&,‘:‘;ﬂ’: w2
- (5) Regarding your st of “souvrces - a.nd will continue to support investiga- - . Continestal Plaza Hotel, Chicago, ch. .
3 77 of airborne asbestos,” there are no - tions by the ULS. Public Health Service 7 ;-f ‘
i, data o sspport the contention in you.r . and other research scientists, :  Sodety of Engloeering Sdence, tounh -
=.. aricle that the *man on the street” is Rocex Hucmrx -2 technical mecting. North Carolina State s
&£ exposed 10 asbestos from these sources, .- * Vice-President ° Univensity, Raleigh, Oct. 31-Nev, 2. L.
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+¥ ™ your claim of 2 sixfold incresse in s0-. : Parestal Drog Assm, .
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T more is known sbout exposure Jevels - tel, New York, No¥. 9-19; conference on .+ .
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- to: H. C. E. Johnson, Chemical | < e s - D
-1- .In-depth study to answer this question yoamles Corpy and Alr Force Ofice of
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