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Depart:ont conducted en 1nvestigation énd enacted lews for the protection e&rd
coopensation of the worxer cgednst this hzzard. The wnole subject in Zzgland
—_—

: (2)
hes been very well su=—eriz ed by Uerewether in a series of zrticles in Tubercle. ’//

At the preseat tize, as peerly es can be estimated, there zre about 12,000
individuals eaployed in the chiefl asbestos plants in the United Stztes of whonm,
10,000 might be expoced to asbestos dust,’

In 1927, & fatal czse of uncoﬁolicated asbnstosis vas reported to the

: (3"
Hedical Soclety of South Carol*.a ard since t:en, includins this cese, there

have been eleven fatal cases regoried in the Unitei States, eignt uncompliceled

—————— T —— e e
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apd three co::licat=d by tubercu.osis. Thnse reports, to;etqor ith the fect
-~ - e — s

thet esbesiosis figured in tae extraorﬂi:ary occuzztioral disease litisation
that hes sprezd over this country, resu_ted in both leborztory and field stund-

des of this new hezcexd. GCerdrer end Cusxmings at Sereance leke commenced anf-el
(4)
experiuentation with esbestos in 1943 and reported their fi.dinss(in 1921,

5) 4
These two cuthoritiss ia the Unitcd ata tes axrd Glojue in Inglend heve pro-

duced zasierly descrintions of the pzil olcgy. while silicosis is tredoxirzntly

parenchjzetous, esbestosis is zzinly interstitiel, nor is zsbestosis cheracter-

ced by the nodulz> for=ction so distinctive of silicosis,

* + A search of all the deeth records on file in the zetro:olivan Life
Tnsurance Cozgpeny reveeled that asbestosis hed been givea as a ceuse or con-
trivuting cause of déath in oniy niﬁeteéh éases. The first'ca$e noteﬁ‘sas .
in 1924, two in 1927, one in 1931, and the rest since 1932. The diegnosis was
supported t7 autopsy in only six. In one of these six, the prizory czuse of
death wzs cercinozz; in cnother, giiomz of the brain; ezd in anoth,., milacnary
tuberculosis.‘ In the other thre2, asbestosis wes gi?en zs tae prim§ry‘cause
with cardice failure as the contributing cauée.. Soze of tzese cases were re-

ported in {he literzture.

PQ. 8002 0442 L"A N7 -

2

ﬁ
[}
'~

PRONTICEN RV EADN




