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syzhelasierel drug, Mar/29. Lawyers esonlinzting these claims estimate that the taal pusitise damages againm
‘Righardsea-\lerrsil may ameunt t9 mare than S50 million, sad that 1013l damage claims aganst the compaay may reach
ss high is syt illion, Msaawhile, sases sill in the olfing 3g3inst companies in other industries are deing pursued
sctively by eoepérating trial atternies. Thase xierseys spesulate that some of the claims could casily rival the
peojested figwres is the Richardson-Marrel! case.

AS D U

Crases tecalling $324,000 have boen awardad to Dr. lrving J. Seliko(l a¢ M. Sinai Hespital in New York City for the
study of the health hazards of airberne mineral dusts. The grants will be vsed te suppent the hespital’s agw enviren-
esstal health lsberstery, headed by Dr. Selibell

The sew [aailicy has already begma 8 J-year study of the dangers of asbestes dusi [a his stedy, the lcng tissue of
w9 to 4,000 perseas whe are sxpostied 19 div ot M. Sinai and ather bospitals during this peried will be examined (or
rases of ashestes [ibar. ln additien, isvestigaters will lesk for the esrrelstions betwees cavuses of death aand the pre-
seace of ashesies fiber ia lung tissue, and will determise the esswpational histories of the desaased and their relatives,
as well as ether portisent baskgroend.

Asbestes-Caneer Link Studied

Previous researsh by Or. Selikell, Dr. Churg 20d Dr. £. Cuyler (lanannd, the Anaricsn Ciaser Suciety, has shewn
high raes of asacer ameng New Yerk City ashestes insulation werkers. The research 1eam has been studying 2 uaien
group of iasulation werkers with (weaty or mavre years of cxposurs to asheses dust. Thay {ound siz te saven times the
“‘expesticd” rate of cancer of the luag 2ad thres Lines the nermal rce of cancer of the stemach, eoloa aad rectum.
Aesothelions, a form of cancer erdinarily se rare thae it is st separately eoded amoag causas of deach, was {ound te
have “exuaerdinarily high insidenss” ameag asbestes werkers.

A {urther consideration is that the exposurs to ashestos dum does aet ased 1o be cantinuous [or the link with sancer
to be showan, Lungs of aifssied ssbestes werkars snd athers have been (ound (0 contaia asbesies particies sven alter 2
ten, fifieen or twenty year g2p in the spparent time of expeswe. Thare 3ise appears te be 8 latest peried of abows 20
years betwesa initial expesure and the detsstion of cancer sympioms.

Slouns Sinat researchers peist AR Urat, if the cxnrer-asbestes link is eonclusive, the present-ingidenes of asbestes
induced casesr is the suteome of expesure 33 loag 23 (weaty years age when (he werid’s asbastes preduction was
500,000 tens anaually. Today's preduction is 3,500,000 tens snavally, & seven-{old inerease. Amepsy studics have
shews asbesies (ibres in the lungs of at leam 2575 of the general population, testilying 10 8 widespread diswibution of
asbenos dust in our atmesphers. Ashestas is used chiefly in building eenstrustion 23 aa insulitien material

Suppertmng Dr. Selikell”s view that ashestes dust is already 2 seriews air pellviant, is the ressareh conducted by
Dr. Dsidra Cauna, pathelogist at Preshbyteriza-Uaniversity Hespital in Pitcsburgir, aad Or. Rebert S. Towtza of the Unis
versity of Pittsburgh’s Schoel of Medicise.

Dr. Selikol['s associstas informed the Eavirenmental Science Bulletin that they will conduet 8 thorough inventory of

all minerai dusts in the lungs. Spesialists at the Putlie Health Servies feel thax there is 2 erueial [3ek of bassline data
in this area.

NEW STUDY SUGGESTS LINK BETWEEN PESTICIOES AND BIRTH DEFECTS

A possible reistionship between pastisides and congeaital defssts in children was suggesied in 3 case reported in
the Feb. 21., 1966, issus of (he Journal of the \merisza Medical \ssosiation. Dr. Fred Matthies, an investigator at
St. Benedict's lHospital, Ogden, Urah, ssid the inlast was Sers with asenia, (agial paralysis, and e>rdiae anamaly, a
comhination of defects usually asseciated with tke vse of thalidomida by the mothors. The mother in this case, an
agrievliural worker, did not une thalidomide during the seasitive purind of organegenesis, but Jid pick cotton daily
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sneholesierol drug, Mer/29. Lawyers coordinzting these claims estimate (hat the total punitive damages againse
‘Richardson-Merrell may amount to more than $50 million, and that 10ts! damage claims against the company may reach
as higfl is sset ullion, Meaawhile, cases sill ia the offiag 333inss companies in other industries arcbeing pursued
actively by eoopérating uial attornies. These attornays speculatu that some of the claims could casily rival the
proje=ted figures in the Richardson-derrell case.

ASE S U\NDER SCRLTIN

Craacs tocalling $324,000 have been award:d to Dr. Irviag . Selikoll at Mk. Sinai Hospital in New York City for the
study of the healtk hazards of aisberne mineral dusts. The granis will be used to suppont the hospital’s aew enviren-
meatal bealth labaratory, headed by Dr. SelikelL

The sew [agilicy bas already begun 8 J-year study of the dangers of asbestos dust. I this study, the leng tissue of
9 to 4,000 parsens whe are expected to dis at Me..Sinai 3nd ather hospitals during this period will be examined for
traees of asbesies (iber. In additien, isvestigaters will losk for the earrelations betwsees causes of death and he pre-
seace of ashestos fiber in lung tissue, and will detacmine the ccoupational histories of the deceasel and their relatives,
as well as sther pertisent baskground.

Asbestos-Cancer Link Studied

Previous research by Dr. Sclikoff, Or. Churg aad Dr. E. Cuyler ilammond, the Aacricaa Cascer Suciety, has shown
high rate of cancer among New York City asbestos insulation workers. The researsh team has been studying s union
group of iasulatien workers with tweaty or mere years of expesurs to asbestos dust. They [ouad six to sevea times the
**expected”’ rate ol cancer of the lung and thres times the normal rate of eancer of the stomach, coloa and rectum.
Mesothclioms, 2 form of cancer erdinarily so rare that it is net separately coded amoag causes of death, was found te
have “exuraordinarily high incidence’ among asbesios workers.

A [urther consideration is that the exposurs t0 asbestos dus does net aecd te be cantinueus for the link with sancer
te be shewn. Lungs of alfccted asbestos workers and ochers have been found te ¢ontain asbestos particies even after a
ten, [ifteen or twenty year gap in the spparent tice of expesws. There also appears to be a latent period of about 20
yuars between initial exposurs and the detection of cancer symptoms.

Slount Sina: researchers peiat aux irat, if the cancwr-asbestes link is conclusive, the present-incidence of asbestesw
induced cascer is the outcoms of expesure 3s long a3 twenty years age whea the world’s asbestos production was
500,000 toas anavally. Today's production is 3,500,000 toas annually, s seven-fold increase. Autepsy studias have
shown asbestos (ibres in the lungs of at least 2575 of the general population, testifying 10 & widespread diswibution of
asbenos dust in our atmosphere. Asbestos is csed chiefly in building consuuetion as aa insulaticn material.

Supporung Dr. Selikofl”s view that asbestos dust is already a serious air pollutant, is the research conducted by
Dr. Dzidra Cauna, pathelogist at Prasbyterian-University Hospital in Pittsburgh, and Dr. Robert S. Tottza of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh’s School of Medicine.

Dr. Selikofl"s associates informed the Eavironmental Science Bullatin that they will conduect a thorough inventory of

all mineral dusts in the lungs. Specialists at the Public Health Service leel that there is 3 crucial lack of baseline data
in chis ares.

NEW STUDY SUGCESTS LINK BETWEEN PESTICIDES AND BIRTH DEFECTS

A possible relationship betwsen pesticides and congenital defcets in children was suggesied in s case reported in
the Feb. 21., 1966, issue of (he Journal of the Americzn Mcdical \ssociation. Dr. Fred Matthies, an investigator at
St. Benedict's Hospital, Ogden, Utahk, said the infaac was born with aneria, {acial paralysis, and esrdizc anamaly, 3
comhination of defcets usually associated with tke use of thalidomride by the mothers. The mother in this case, an
agricyliural worker, did not wse thalidomide Juwing the scnsitive perind of organogenesis, but Jid pick cotton daily



