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later decad%' they Wrote

By Rebecca Kolberg
United Press lmernanonal : :
WASHINGTON = Asbestos found :
in schools and other public- bln]dmgs
poses little risk for lung diséasé and
“asbestos panic” may be leading to
‘costly  and unnecessary removal
efforts. scientists'said Thursday

In a study published in the )ournal
Science, a:team of medical experts

health risk in the: non—occupatxonal
environment.” "lj-,”, .

‘Clearly. the asbestos pamc in. the

United States must "be:-curtailed, s .4
especially because’ unwarranted :‘:

poorly “controlled  asbestos - abate- ;
ment results in. unnecmsary risks to |

young “rernoval: ~workers  who may’.,

develop asbestosrelated cancers’in

A»&v, JHE nms UNION -

Dr BT. Mossman of the Umversx- :

'y of Vermmont® Medickl*School ‘and
‘ his’ colleaguassald they based their
- assessimention-a’téview of ‘the'latest .
sc:enuﬁcdata*onasbéﬁtos Thé study

did*not  receive’ fundmg from the -
asbestos industry; they said.” m,; .

Asbestos a ﬁbrous mmera! used :

for” insulatiod~and “fireproofing. “be- -

-comes hazardom;when 1t crumblesr. E
concluded, “Chrysotile asbestos,*the-  -4nd’
type of fiber | found predommantly in
Us’ schbols and bu:ldlng& is'not a~

Agency estima esup to- 12 000 Amer-
cans” die of asbwf,os—re!ated cancer

The‘ EP :eqmres schools to be
mspectéd mmbhng*pr

_Albany, N.Y., Friday, Jan. 19, 1990

S g? S

wxllbephasedmovetseven years.—
Mossman's team argues EPA: ac-
tions-have failed to take into account .
studies’that xndwate different forms:
of asbestos may have- dxffermg

power ‘to cause disease’ Thé: scien-_

tists said most lung diseases appear
linked to a typé-of asbestos called’
amphibole, which’ flakes off.in-rod- ~
like fibers, rather than a type called
chrysstile, which “produces “curly
particles that they. said-appear. less
l&ely top@etrate the!nngs.

EPA's Office of Toxic. Substanm
sa1¢ “We agree people shou}d not

pamc if- asbastos is found ;.= but-on-.
‘the other hand to write it off as'an-
insignificant ‘risk is rmsleadmg,

GonbnuedfromA—iﬁ',w L causet.bensksaretbere.

Elkms 'said some research has
hmted at - differences in - cancers;

causmg “potential among various®’
“of -asbestos. ‘But - the <EPA~

ofﬁcial said 'nd study has proven any -
type to be tfotally harmless, so. “we

cozmder them all hazam& =
-"Gee-and his colleagoes” contend

asb%tos should not be ripped out or
covered up simply because it is™

- crumbling;’ but tests should be’ cond
ducted to see what type it is and if it

7 is.entering, the air. Presently, the -

the . EPA felies mainly on visual jnspec-
; uons~ofasb@tostodetexmmexfxt-1s

that does not threaten bealth. -

environmental 1aw at the University
of Maryland, said the Science article
contains “the same old~arguments
‘that have been made by a lot of the
asbestos Industries foa‘a}oag time.”

mm are unrehab}ec

Robert Percival,. a pfo{msor ‘of

WbentheEPAd:wupits

asbestos policy, government experts
. concluded’ scientific evidence was
-+ not strong enough to back ap claims
that one form of asbestos is safer
than another, be said=> s R

Percxval also said air tests for'

:“The ymblem with au: momtormg

- isT3hat” you ‘can come’ T@p witha
-reading: that makes ‘you think the
areaxssafe,andtwommtslater

in~thesame place, you 'can get a

wildly different readmg,"hesa;d

m the vesUmated 730,000 public

'Scme peop]e have, argned ihat
basing asbestos actmm on, axr tests

“toa. much Work, But . Gee said " he
thinks it is more foolish to spend
-time and money containing’ asbestos

“and cbmmercxal buildings . contain-
rs, # g’it fangss from 850 bimon_m$150 :
bznion, the’ scxenhsts said; -+

“Percival. conceded < there have
been instances in- which -risk of
asb@osexposurehasbeenovep

? blown. I

But he added asbtsms remams a
sertous threat because no one has
found a safe exposure level, and “all
asbestos becomes a-bealth hazard at
some point because it all eventually
deteriorates.” . .
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- -meeting between the mayor and an
umdentxﬂed friend in, a downtown
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- aghestos industry: reSponsxble for all ung damage detected

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A Kansas City asbestos company,
chargmg that smoking and not asbestos was to blame for
lung injuries claimed by hundreds of asbestos workers, has
filed an apparently unprecedented suit against the nation’s
major tobacco companies.

Tobacco industry officials characterized the action as an
attempt by one industry to shift its problems to another.

“The tobacco industry has been sued and sued for 20
years by people claiming health problems, and we have
never paid a dime,” said one tobacco industry official who
asked not to be identified. “We have never admitted liabili-
ty, andit’s not going tohappen now.”

Attorney John T. LaFollette, representing Standard
Asbestos Manufacturing and Insulating Co. of Kansas City,
told reporters Wednesday that the suit filed in Superior
Court here and in San Francisco was the first of its kind.

“According to a report (by the American Lung Associa-
tion), non-smoking asbestos workers appear to have no
greater incidence of lung cancer than other non-smokers
never exposed {o asbestos,” LaFollette said, alleging that
smoking caused the . injuries and damages claimed by
hundreds of workersin suits.

LaFollette said asbestos companies, including Standard
Asbestos are named in some of the suits as being solely
responsible for alleged lung damage. Of 8,000 such suits
nationwide, he said, 25 percent are in California.

“We're just saying the great majority if not all (damages
to the plaintiffs) now atiributed to asbestos are actually
tobaceocaused,” LaFollette said.

Named in the suit are The Amencan Tobacco Co.; Ameri-
cann Brands, Inc.; Philip Morris, Ine; R Rn‘molds
Tobacco Co. Inc.; Brown-and lehams(m Tobacco Corp,
Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co., ngget Group, Inc.; Lorillard;
and Loew's TheatersInc.

Dr. Alton Ochsner, head of the, Ochsner Clinic, New Or-
leans, and former president of the American Cancer Soci-
ety, joined LaF ollette at the news conference.

“I am taking this opportunity to lend my expertise and
my support to this legal endeavor,” Ochsner said. “The
tobacco industry is the principal cause of death-in the Unit-
ed States.

“I have seen or operated on more cancer cases than any
other living person,” he said. “‘No patients I have operated
onhad lung cancer from asbestos.”

Ochsner said-smoking causes lung cancer, heart trouble,
strokes, aneurysms, and emphysema.

“There’s not one damn thing goed about tobacco except:
that it kills bugs,” the 8-year-old doctor said. “No one
profits by it except the people who make it andsell it.”

LaFollette said the suit was a response to complaints’
initiated as a result of prior court actions holding the

| STAFF OF HORTHWAY MACHINE SHO
L From left to right: Stan LoPart, Dan C
| Michael, Rev. Richard Brasser, Kevin Br
| Rulison-Pres. ond Betty Rulison.

2 ?algrlm Bridgeport Hills (Heso) ’
SPEGIAL S Serial #79124

' #79173
Was $5250 o 42" table $10,

FOR SALES Al
Pilgrim Machinery

NORTHWAY BU
NEW & USED b

o'

inashestos workers. - - -

Citing cancer studies, LaFollette said, “Ashestos workers
who smoke have approximately 92 times the risk of death
from lung cancer as asbestos workers who do not smoke.”

More turmoﬂ in school order

LOS ANGE}'.ES (AP) Pubhc school officials were hisstl- -
3 Supreme Court order that -

The Tos Anceles Rnard of BEducation was mformed nf the
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