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I.  COVMODITY REVIEW
ALUMINA

Australia. - The agreement concluded in Australia financing a
600,000-ton alumina refinery in Queensland, Australia, reportedly brought
closer to fulfillment the establishment of aluminum ingot operations in
New Zealand. (See MINERAL TRADE NOTES, April 1964.) One of the outlets
for the alumina from the Queensland plant would be the proposed smelter
of Comalco Industries Pty., Ltd., (COMALCO) at Bluff, New Zealand. The
Queensland refinery, which is expected to begin operating by mid-1967
will use electricity from the Mnnapouri project when it becomes available.
Source: Foreign Service Despatch A-624, May 15, 1964 - Wellington.

ANTIMONY
Peru. - Production of nntlmony (metal content), according to
preliminary statistics supplied by the Instituto Nacional de Investigacion
y Fomento Mineros, was as follows:

Production of antimony, Peru, 1962-6.3,

in kilograms
1962 1963
In ore and concentrate.... 116,358 353,259
In crude bars......n. 1/242,462 351,997
In antimonial lead bars... 41.674 29.463
Total e 400.494 739.719

1/ Reported in 1962 as refined bars.

Antimony exports from Peru by country of destination are shown in
the following table:

Exports of antimony from Peru, 1962-61,

in kilograms

Country of destination 1>62 1963
Argentina.......inninn: 15,667 87,097
Belgium........cccooiennirnnninns 30,268 203,003
Brazil....in, 126,921 38,777
France..... i, 93,351 31,135
GEIMANY ... - 24,834
INdi@. e, 55,966 50,093
JAPAN s 57,493 146, i44

Netherlands.......iin 2111 -
United Kingdom...........cccoocvunnee. 13,961 30,603
United StatesS.....nn. 476.356 222,606
Total. i, 877594 884,547

Source: Foreign Service Despatches A-778 and A-352 in 196i; A-844 and
A-850 In 1964 - Lima.
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South Africa, Republic of. - Production of antimony concentrate,
pellets, and cobbed ore (averaging 59.93 percent antimony) by Consolidated
Murchison (Transvaal) Goldfields & Development Co., Ltd., the only pro-
ducer of antimony in the Republic, totaled 20,526 short tons in 1963.

A total of 19,257 tons was produced in 1962.

Exports of antimony concentrate in 1963 totaled 21,467 tons valued
at R2,898,499, compared with 20,226 tons valued at R2,748,815 in 1962.
(I South African rand equals US$1.41))

According to the annual report of Consolidated Murchison, the
measured ore reserve at the end of 1963 was 340,000 tons.
Source: Foreign Service Despatch A-7, July 7, 1964 - Johannesburg.

ASBESTOS

Greece. - An agreement was reached in Athens on July 11, 1964, for
Kennecott Copper Corp., a U.S. firm, to sell its shares in Kenbestos
Mining Co. to the Greek Industrial Development Corp. (IDC) for US$20,000.
These shares represent 95 percent of the total stock in Kenbestos, which
Kennecott established in 1956 to exploit the Kozani asbestos deposits.
Reportedly, IDC intends to develop the Kenbestos mine and has arranged
to have the Greek Army do the initial roadbuilding and other services.
Source: Foreign Service Despatch A-50, July 17, 1964 - Athens.

BARITE

Peru. - Peruvian barite production, all for use in well-drilling
muds, increased to 124,800 metric tons in 1963, about 9 percent more
than in 1962. The entire output continued to be from the mines of
Barmine Co. and Cia. Perforadora de Pozos para Irrigacicin, S.A., in the
Rimac Valley, 50 kilometers northeast of Lima.

According to Banco Minero del Peru, exports totaled 90,146 tons in
1963, about the same as in 1962.

Exports of barite from Peru,

1963
Country of Metric  Value,
destination tons Us$
Chile e, 227 9,515
Ecuador................. a1 1,407
United States.... 89,828 820,594
Total.......... 90,146 825,516

Source: Foreign Service Despatch A-844, May 8, 1964 - Lima.
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