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Qust_gurvey - Jersey City

CRICAGO = jugust 13, 1936

Br. ¥ Ls xﬁm.
vice President,
0fLice,.

o have a couprehensive report of dust conditions in our Jersey City
pluant and a report on the y-raya of the employees cxamined at thut
plant by Dr. cardnor's organisation.

In brief the findings are:

1. Diagnosis of aabestosis for five zen,

2. Poasidbly five additional men have asbestosis but necessary
. to gonfirms by clinical correlation.

3. Serious asbestos dust hazard under present operatioas,

YEBAT CONGTITUTES DUST HAZARD:

I¥e Gardner points out that various authorities have tentatively sug-
goaled a congenvration of five million particles of free silica per
oublo foot of air as limits alove which & silicosais hazard night exist,
and this value has met with aone rocognttion.

~thore i8 no astundard for safe conceatration of asbestos duat comparable
to the vulus Just given for free silica dust. However, br, curdaer
quotes the results of «» survey made in four asbestos fabricuting jlants
and reported in 1935 in Bulletin /42, Departmsat of Labor and Industry
of rennsylvaula. The incidencs of asbestosie among workers with wmore
than five years exposure;

Average Dust Concentration Percentage of Each Group

For kach Group studied Having asbestosis
44 nillion particles per ocu, ft. air 732 (8 out of 11 persons)
17 " . . . » ] 815 (4 v *» 15 ) )
8. ] " ] ® [ . 1og(g T & 20 . )

The authors of the raport conclude that {t is not posaidle froa thelr
findings to estadlish the maxiaua safe gondition of asbestos ia the air.

ST CUNTERED IN FLA

Among them ars asbestos, infusorial earth, slate, clay, soapstone, mioca
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and limestons. Dre Gardner advises some of these minerals are definitely
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. ¥, L, Keady 3. Aigust 13, 1936

bazardous; others are probably mot very dangerous although ccnclusive

proof is lucking; und still others have been showa to be practically
harnleas,

DUST _GONCENTRATION IR PLANT

Dr. Gardner cousiders concentration of an excess of five million partie
cles per cu. ft., of air hasardous. The following conditions were found;

1.

2e

Se

4.

Se

A1 bin in duilding /i where man was shoveling asbestos - 296
aillilon particles per cu. ft. air. )

Inside /3 bin where bugs of asbestos, olay, etc., wera opened

and contents pushed into sorsw conveyors the count was 23 million
yarsicles.

Over the openiag of the fourth floor thro.gh which the bins are
supplied the concentration was 79 million particles.

concantrution where asbestos bourds are sawed was B million
particlos.

Loading bags with asbostos ocement on first floor zave a concen=
tration of 261 million particles,
This 1a highly hazardous,

Other hazardous counts were algo given.

The summary wnd concluaion from Dr. Gardner's report, looking to pravene
tion, liats the cen who should wear roespirators until dust conditiors
are brought within sufe limits and gives detail recommendations on ex~
haust systeuws, prevention of duet leakage and ventilution,

OTHER CONMMSNTS

In addition to asbestosis, thers &re a pusber of other Physical disabdbilie
ties amon; the men such ua heart disesase, tuberoulosia, syphilis, etg,
There are casea with ugtive munifestutions of tubsrculostas,

Case f270 (M. Tardby) has & unilateral chronis tuberculosis. Jossi-
bility of sanatorium treatment of this man should be considered.

Case £344 (witkowski). In view of the fact that this individual is

only 19 years of age, his condition should be investigated further
to determine whethor trcatmeant is required.

There seeas to be no suggesiion of & silicosis hasard at Jersey CAty. It
may be alleged, if gases arise, that thoss with tuberculosis have eon-
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tracted this disease as a result of their ocoupation,
RECOHEENDATIONS

l. That imzediata ateps be taken to provide rospirators for those
R covered by pr. Gardner's reocmuendation. I am suggesting
to ur. lleade and ur. fembort that this be done.

2. That proopt action be taken to 1nat411 necossary dust prevon~\
ticn and ventilatlon equipment. I wm also suggesting to r,
Reads and lr. Rembert thut this de doze.

COMPENSATION FOR OCCUPATIONAL DISEAIES

Certain named disensea such as mercury poisoning, lead poisoning, ete,
come under the Coxpensation Act of New Jersey. However, silicosis and
Asbestosis are not nemed and azy claims arising out of these diseases

®izht be under cormmon law,

For dlaeases listed under the Com.ensation Aci, we have unlinited inaue
rance protection. OQur insurznce for occupationnl disease olaius which -
might be mude undsr common law 48 placed with the Contimental casualty
company for tne urimary coveruge of 15,000 for one Lorson or agzregate
olains of §l5,000 in one year. Our excess coverage of 445,000 for one
person and 185,000 aggregate for one year is inaured with Lloyds. If

¢laina are filed both of the compuniss may cancel the occupatiapul dige
o838 coverdge.

FOR _CONSILERATION

l. what aotion ahall we tuake on notifyi.g the men who have been
oexanined of the verious diseases which they have?

2. what actlon shall we tuke in conrection with the continuation

of the enployment of our men who have occupatiopal and other
diseuses?

Se ghat actlon shull we téake on the tubercular cases?

TRP*ECC General Sorvice Hanuger
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