L | o
GENERALED ’EL.ECTHIG . L A€ seemenoniv i
CORPORATE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT S DIAL COMM 8°235-

Building K-1, Room _3V35
November 27, 1978

.R.C. Osthoff | -

Manager - Transformer Laboratorles
Transformer Laboratorles Operatlon
100 Woodlawn Avenue

Pittsfield, Massachusetts*-OlZOl
Dear Bob,

I enclose a xerox of the latest, and I presume flnal, communi-
cation from NIEHS[on the composition of used transformer Pyranol;
and also a copy of my thank-you letter to McKinney, which I wrote
in such a way, as to ensure full comprehension of his conclusians by
anyone rummaging through our flles at a later date.

You will note that I made no committment to McKlnney about
the further Hursuﬂt of the work; however, this remains a possibility
that we may wish to consider seriously. Three years ago, when you
first brought the|used oil sample over here; CRD was not really in

‘a position to work on that kind of material. The available analy-
., tical equlpment was less’ than fully satisfactory, and the analytical

people -had no faczlltles for handling highly toxic. materials like

- PCDF's. Today, however, they do have the hlgh resolution capillary

GC and the ultrahlgh resolution mass spec equlpment needed to do the
job; we now know from McKinney's work that there's nothing particula
hazardous abqut any of the sample fractions; the general inclination

~ of the analytlcallpeople is positive rather than negative; and if

we were w;llﬂng to go .for order-of-magnitude quantitation (to avoid
hav1ng to handle PCDF standards) the job could be- done in a few days

,d'o..

In add;élon,, the questxon of PCDPE's in trl- and tetrachloro-

"benzenes may |be one that we should try to understand more fully be-

fore EPA takes off on the same tack that McKLnney did in his Sept-
emger 22 1etter (potentlal grave hazard arising from photochemical
conversion to PCDF's.) As you are aware, on October 30 EPA added the
tri-.and tetrachlorobenzenes.to the Interagency Testing Committee's
priority llst, which means that we'll probably be having to submit
all of our healthu and environment-related data on them to EPA under
TSCA 8(d) sonetlme next summer. It might be desirable to have some-
thing more definitive on the PCDPE issue then just the McKrnney—
Brown correspondence to send in at that time.

783255

~PHEOTO ANHD



R.C.

had a chance

Osthoff

-2

° November 27, 1378 .

You suggested bdsélbly holding a strategy meeting after you'd

you're still so lncllned
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to digest the attached epics. Give me a call if

Slncerely,

%,g_ﬁbw«-\

John F. Brown, Jr.
Mgr - Life Sciences Branch

PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY LABORATORY
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