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June 18, 1968

Tn ALL 1DCNA DIRECTORS:
From - Ted Brodie -« Chairman HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE

SUBJECT: NATIONAL HEALTH/SAFETY FROGRAM:

1. Background: On Mey b4, 1968, a meeting was held at the New York
Academy of Arts & Science under the sponsorship of
DR, IRVING J,. SELIKOFF. In attendancs, were representatives
of all segments of the insulation industry, The subject
covered the by now, acknowledged problems assoeiated with
asbeatos; its usce and epplications,

2, Praposed Program: Di. Sekikoff outlined alproposed program to answer
the environmencal safety prodbiews besetting the induatry,
Briefly it consisted of;

1. A Technical Comwittee to perforym baeic
studies of enviromuental cunditions.

2. A Seientific Committae to review the
results of the above studies and make
recommendacions to ...

3, An lnsulation Industry Hygenie Council
composed of representatives of NIMA, IDCNA,
Sprayed Asbestos Fiber Association, the Union,
ag well as a medical coneultant.

These committees would review the entive problem
of environmental heaith ag it partains to the
Asbestos Worker ingulation induatry - dust
countrol, vapor control, motivational engineering
educational material, ete, Fimal vecommendation.
as to Standards and solutions would be by
unaninmous consent of the Council.

3, Pinancing: .
Figures were presented that indicated that approximately
$1,000,000,00 would be required during the first five. yearu
of the program, This of course, depends on the scope of the
progrem, ‘fhe next problem revolved arcund how this money io
to ba raived, At a,subsequent meeting, held on June El, 1968,
the suggestion waa advanced by Mr, Hutchinson that the Union/
Contractoty portion should be raised by re-opening exigting
agreements to add a 1¢ per hour coatribution to the health -
welfare funds; said awount to be transwitted to the Council
for disbursement.
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This sepresents an ingreined tahor cost of FORY
that must be passed on 1o the customer in order for
a contractor lo survive, The customer, in mumy in-
stances, is the Federal Government and the Office of
Rudget Management. Considering the inadequacy of
medical and seiennfic research informtion concern-
g safe exposine Jevels ol ashestos dust, and also
considering 1he supposition and assumption on which
the proposed Threshold Limit Value is based, it is
difficult 1o inagine a justification for the cconomic
stress this regulation will place upon the consiruction
industry, Federal Government, and privale cnteeprisc.
We respectfuily nrge ihe Secrctary of Labor to:

I. Reinstale 1he Fhreshold Limit Value for Asbes-
tos Dust at 12 fibees pev milliliter 5 microns or
greater in fenpth, for an fiterim period.

2. To initinte o comprehensive  epdemiological
dudy of die entire ashestos inelustry as at exists
in the United States: and Lo determine not only
the effects of asbestos but also asbestos associated
with other airborne contaminants and cigaretic
smoking.

3. To provide adequate lead time prior 10 the ¢f-
feetive date of reduction of any Tlieshold Limit
Value w order thil the construction industry,
aperating on fixed conlimels, i cope econuin-
ically with the fncreased costs that such 3 re-
duction witl create.

4. To provide definitive inforination concerning the
specific requiremets of reguiations.

S. Provide our trade associations with representa-
tion on future Study und Advisory Committees.,

We. representing the construction industry, have been
moving forvad 1o povide salety and health inforne-
Gon and puplement safer working conditions, We ia-
fend to contmue and aceeletare Uns program. R is
our desire to provide cvery possible protection for our
people.

Thank you for the opporwnity of appearing at this
public hearing today,

At Schinnerer from the West Coast also made a fine
presentation, as folluws:

Ioam Albeat DL Schinnerer of Porthnid, Orepon,
and man coployer trustee of the Asbestos. Workers

YOUR INSULATION CONTRACTOR'S
SERVICE CENTER

ALL TYPES OF CANVAS
PONCHO PREMOLDED FIBERGLAS FITTINGS
PRE.SIZED HP. & C.P. FIBERGLAS CLOTH
PRESSURE SENSITIVE H.P. & C P. FIBERGLAS TAPES
) ROLL-ON CORNER BEAD
FIDERGLAS SCRIM BLACK OR WHITE
ALL SPEC. FIBERGLAS MATERIALS
GREAT LAKES TEXTILES, INC.
13229 SHAW AVE., CLEVELAND, OHIOC 44112
(216) 268-3502
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Werlerty States Ovenpational Dealth Uhay “This oeeu-
patonal health phan s operned for the benefit of
our construction industry, Our contractual conseltant
States and specificatly includes all of the twelve (12)
most westerns of thie canlinental states.

Qur plim was finded in (967 and on June R, 1967,
the tristees resobved 1o begin working with Pis, Clark
Cooper and Irving Tabershaw of the School of Public
Health at the University of Califonia for the purpose
of minimizing asbestos and other related problems in
our construction industry, Qur contractual consullant
service now operates under the name of Tabershaw-
Cooper Associales and is well recognized in the oc-
cupational health ficld, | give thig history so that you
will know we represent § years of demonstrated concern
abont occupational health and ore nal novices on the
subject of asbesios,

At this time T want to point out that the name
“Asbestos Worker”™ s a nusnomer when applied to
the canstruchion industry insulator and has been so
for some years. Malerials that arc involved in much
of the applicd work today don’l contain asbestes
Therefore we generally don't have a situation where
the warker is cominuatly cxposed to asbestas-hearing
products week alter week or year ufter year.

In a 1968 paper preparcd for the Sceond interna-
tonal conference on the Biological Bffects of Asbestos
at Dresden, Germany, Dr. Clark Cooper and Leroy
Balzer made a then current estimate on (heir ohserva-
tion of the insulatar’s time spent on work involving
the use of ushestos-bearing materials and placed it at
45%. That study is 4 years old and now we use as-
bestos-free cements and asbestes-free spray material.
just 1o e Bwer subsegquent material ehanyes.

With sespeet lo e proposed Stndigd 191097
for exposure to asbestos dust, | lave great concern
for the practical implementation of the standard in
our construction industry, In construction, an employer
often has @ few people here and a few people there and
you can multiply this for the number of jabs he 1<
currcntly doing, generally over a large peographical
tervitory To moutlor each ol these jobs where sone
ashestos-hearing product s speafied Tor anstallaven
at the proper e perisd is Hikely am imposahle sk
for any of vur conttactors, [ want qo go o slep fur-
ther to say that it is wnrealistic to expeet that n-
dividual comtruction cnployers have the monitoring
eapeitne equned and. futher, many don't even have
the resourees to acywire il

Fahershaw-Coaper Assaciates have surveyed in the
ficld a1 nuniber ob obs i the Western Stales jurisdic
ton and lave mumtored for asbestos thust the vanoas
aetivifies that the wsptalar perlormts when he Tandbes
asheston-heming prawducts o this they have been
able to mahe some conclusions on what conld be a
bazardous activily and what is not a hazardows ac-
tivity in the comse of W dav’s work, From the sudies
there Liave Deen promudpated some gmide lines ol
pood watk practices in (e meulation contracting in-
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dusiey. 1t is my susgestion that siidy be piven o
these (including constitction industiy input) o astive
W conslruction industry controls for ashestos st
rather than the proposcd 8 fibee 8-hour time weighted
average.

{ offer my observiaun that the ashestos dist probe
lemt today is not what 1t was 30 or 25 years 4go and,
in construction, those aire the iliness cascs we scec (0-
day. Given a proper wmount of time for implemen-
tation, the industry can do even beticr.

Now, [ want to make somnc comments on other items
in the proposed standard,

1. Under parageaph heading (d) —Particular opera-

tions and products—sub-paragraph (6) states that

ashestos dust siiadl be remuved only by vacuum
cleaners. This warding is nnnccessarily restric-
tive and unimagimative for improvement in meth-
ods. Wet cleaning methods should be awthorized
plus an allowance for other cfficivnt techniques
that may be developed.

2. Paragraph (¢)—Warning Signs

1 construe this section as apphing at the time

wespiator use s mandatory, When operations

are nol of hazardons mure, pavigraph (¢) s

not applicable,

3. Paragraph {g)-—Medicsl Examinations; and
(h)-—Records

1 should like to advise that for cmployers in

the Western States there s by agreement be-

tween the Western [Insulation Contractors’ As-

saciation and ihe Western States Conlerence of
Asbeslos Wankers a provision for Hinding med-
seal examinations for lunp discase smveilfanee in
cach ol men. in accordanee with specifica-
tions set forth by the rrusices of e Western
States Occupational Tlealth P, s progiun
s been set up al Joeat clinics by Tabershaw.
Cooper Associates and they are prepared (o con-
tinuc this program and set  the appropriate
standards of the examination and the frequency
that will provide for the worker's health. T be-
lieve the above arrangement docs mcet the ob-
jective of (his part of the Standard. 1T nat, T
think it is necessary to evise the wording for
the construction mdusty so that #owill,
Just one example:
NIOSH recommends tlat preplacement and ter-
mination medical examnations be required for
every term of cmployment of asbestos exposed
workers. In construction, as the work load shifts
from onc cmployer to another in an ared, o
from onc arcit 1o another, it s noat uncommon
for a worker in the fabor pool 1o have o half-
dozen tepms of camployment in a <iople year. It
isn't likely, bul il euch were asbeston exposed
that would amount to 72 cxaminations for onc
individual.
My last comment is in respect 1o Standard 1910.12
—Construction Work—which is nal presently pro-
Continucd on page 43
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I SAVE e o o e installation time, material, labor

LIES FLAT ! |

025 thick when laced
TWO-HOLE I
WIRED |
018 thick Stainless Steel l
gRCO |

R
LACING HOOK WASHER

LESS MATERIAL —
SAME INSULATION VALUE

MiL--16411C Type 11

REMOVAOLE TURDINE BLANKITS
VALVE ANO FLANGE COVERS
SUPERCHARGER COVERS

LIGHTWEIGHT FLEXIBLE
HIGH TEMPERATURE

INSULAT!ON

USEQO FOR

PUMPS - SHIPS
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en
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=™ LOW COSY FASEENERS I
FOR REMOVABLE TYPE
i .7 {NSULATING BLANKETS.
® Used ertencively by caatraclars & 1Nip- l

LACING HOQKS mav be
espliod witheyt wathers
Py bonding ever,

buitders on TURBINE BULANKETS, VAIVE
L fLANGE COVERS, PUMPS, EXHAUST
MANIIOI10S

MAY 1972

L4 through 127
Pipe or tubing

ERCO
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CALIPER
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