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PITTSBURGH, Nov. 24 -- Since the late 1930's, the electrical industry

has supplied transformers using askarels which contain PCB'a (polychlorinated
biphenyls) for use in instsllations where s high degree of fire resistance is
required, such ss schools, hospitals and high-rise buildings. In addition,
major spplications of PCB's were carbonless paper, fire resistant hydraulic

' fluide, heat transfer fluide and plasticizers. loreover, capscitors containing

PCB's are used in' fluorescent lighting ballasts, air conditioning compressors,

and television receivers.

In late 1970 studies began to indicate that PCB's hed a terdercy to
persist and sccumulate in the envircnment. Since that time, Westinghouse has
atteached an additional identifying lobel tc each PCD-filled transformer shipped.

Westinghouse said rccent tests it has conduetnd indicate that some
oil-filled transformers may contain varying concentrations of PCB's.

The company said the presence of PCB's in mincral oil does not affect

the psrformance of the transformers.
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Currently there sre no nationally esteblishcd standerde for sllowadle
levels of PCB's in oil for closed electrical systems. A number of states have
recently enacted legislation providing for specisl reporting, lsdbeling and/or
dupolnllon.or PCB's. Because h('ilhtlon varies in different statss, it is

suggested that customers institute any specisl procedurcs which may be required

for conformance.’" A

In eddition, when performing repair, routine maintenance or ¢ispossl,
oil-filled transformers should be checked for the presence of PCH.

On November 8, the National Electricel Manufecturers Association
(NDIA) commissioned s special task force to study the possidility thet PCB's
may be present in detectadble quantities in oil-filled electrical spparatus and
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oil-storage systems for electrical insulating oil.
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