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The Jctuariel Division hae asked us to study the Johnson's
¥ine Cozmpary on which we have Group Life coversge, because in the last
three years we have paid 28 claims of which 12 deaths were due to
tuberculosis. The Group 1 increasirg the premiuzm cn the compary as
of .J'uly l, 1944,
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Jobnson's ¥ine Company guarries and manufactures asbestos and
is located in Thetford Vings. Seversl industriel hygiene surveys have
been made at Johnson's ¥ines in pset ysars—the first wes in June 1930
in eonnection with the study of an asbestos industry in Camada. Another
sticy was made in March 19321. As you will protably recell the conclusion
reeched ir the asbestos study was that asbestosis did not predisvose:
o tuberculeosis. Very high dust counts were found at Johusen's iines
with 95,257 of the perticles of less than 10 mierens: Werksrs were very
careless about expectorating on the floors; drinking water was supplied
4 buckei+ and common drinking cups were in use. A number of recommenda-
ticns were Zade to improve general operating conditicns of this mine. '
No subsejuent stuly has been made., I have suggested, irasmuck as ¥, e
Peknel is plamning to visit Canada oz other business, that he include e
Jchnson's Mine in his +#rip with a view to a recheck swrvey of the Jobnseon's
Company properties and a survey, if pessible, of the living conditions
el employees., If you think it feasidle, I might be atle to arrange
to go along om this trip alsoc. It seens to ma regardless of whether
astsstosis contrilutes to tuberculosis, there is s tuberculosis problem,
not only in Johnson's Mines but in Thetford Mings. The latest mortality
figwes that I could secure show that Thetford Iines ir 194) had a tuber-
culeosis mortality of 259 per 100,000; in Guebec 80 per 100,0003 snd in
Cazada 51 per 100,000, I bhave written to Dr. Gardner in Saranac to ask
his advice about the present status of asbestosis in relaticn to tuber-
culéeis and also far any suggestions as to the aprroack to this problex
in Canada. T discussed the matter briefly with Dr, Burnette when he was -
last here and he n!gemd getting in touch with Dr. Turgeon, Director g-“
of the Division of industrisl Hygieme in Quebec City. I plan to write
to Dpe Tyrgeon for more up-to-date figures on tuberculosis mertality
and a breakdcwn by sale age groups. If I went to Canada I could discuss
the problen here freely than I could by mail, Before plunging into this,
however, I abould liks to bave your advices as to the proper lines of
procedure 30 as %0 &void crossing any administrative lires or stirring
up troubls without leading to any camstructive result. I might add that
the Agtueriel Division bas asked Dr. McComnell about the healt: conditions
in Johnson'y Mine from time to tims. Dr. McConnell's opinion was that
the ezployees were French-Canadians and looksd wdernourished and that,
in his opizion, the tleim experience would not be very good. It has been
for this reason that ALZE has not been sold.
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