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Communication pursuant to Article 96(2) and Rule 51(2) EPC

The /further/ examination of the above-identified application has revealed that It does not meet the requirements
of the European Patent Convention for the reasons enclosed herewith, If the deficiencies indicated are not
rectified the application may be refused pursuant to Article 97 (1) EPC.

You are invited to file your observations and insofar as the deficiencies are such as to be rectifiable,
to correct the indicated deficiencies within a period

of __4_9__%__ months
from the notification of this communication, this period being computed in accordance with Rules 78(3} and
83(2) and (4) EPC.

Amendments to the description, claims and drawings are to be filed where appropriate within the said period
in three copies on separate sheets (Rule 36(1) EPC).

Failure to comply with this invitation in due time will result in the application being deemed to be withdrawn
{Article 96(3) EPC).
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The examination is being carried out on the following appli-
cation documents:

The application documents as originally filed
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1). The document C.A. 8602k refers to the coating of TioO.
pigments with various substances selected among SiO.,
B.Os, Alz0., Sbz0,; however no combination of SiO; plus
B,O, 1is disclosed.

Thus the nearest prior art corresponds to the documents
already cited in the application.

The use of a mixture of SiO. and B_,0, has not been sug-
gested and the technical effect of this combination is
surprising.

Claimed subject-matter is thus novel and involves an in-
ventive step.

2). However a patent cannot be granted in the present state
of the file, because the claims are not clear as far as
there is a gap in all percentage proportions, which is
wider than normal impurities would amount.

Eventual amendments should comply with the requirements
of Art.123(2) EPC.
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