l

-
&
)

vo:.. CLOONI-Ne, 111

ii

[N

14

-
»

Bl s ]

-.--,.- ISR AR XL

@ e saaom g

oo ’

Vlnyl -cancer llnk
poses food queshon

By DENNIS POLITRE
sad DON NDUGHTON
Loutsvidie Tieree S23H Writees

An talfon selertist has found that fato-
atory animals fed tliny amounts of vinyl
chloride — a basic chemicat usgd in many
platics ~ devcloped a rare cancor called
angiozarcoma.

Unttl now the only Xknown UBnk botween
vinyl chloride apd cancer was through
cxpoxure to the chemical’s fumes. The
possihiiity of coniracting the cancer by
Ingesting vinyl chioride through the di-
to:ljn eystem, while hinted o, bad not

cen proted {a @ taboratory.
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sho scieatint’s report posce the questlon
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" ploaate z:t; ng uxed on food s

may bo sl to the goncral pu !lc

Tte ftalinn scientik, Cosare Mallonl,
hod rorao tno ago vacovered the bppar- .
gnt ink bokwoen cxposure to vinylchioe !
tids fumes and & higherghannormal rale A
ol gaglosarcoma among chemical wor
o,

Tie Savesligetions by Maftoni and
othe.- sciontinta lnto the dongers of vinyl
olilz kle wore moved outl of the Jodora.
torics and Into the chomical and plaitics
indyrrios after tho B. ¥. Coodrich Co.
repo tod in Jonuary lact year thet seversl
of s Loulxville omployes muy have dled
of L rure cancer.,

, A rosuiting Industty-wide secies of In-
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" Cancer-vinyl link raises a question

. Continwed ¥From Page Ove

. wentigations uncovered ot Jeast two dozen
[ - deaths of chemical workery from the un-
+  usual cancee, which stlacked thelr livers.
« Saven of the known dealhs were among
-, wotkers at the Goodrich plant on BeMs

Lsre. The most recent death occurred

Tuesdey. Twe other employes hets are

. being trested fov the disomse.

 prevsure hos been on reducing exposure

' %o the cheroical, not on Jooking lato what

" happenn (0 peoply wha est food that hay
- oen packsgod In plantle,

Howover, federal regulators did dan

- the use of plsstic baltles by the lguor

1« stored In the botltics for sevoral months
conlsined up to 20 parts of tho chemical
per milllon paris of the produet. Vinyl
_chiorlde spparently was feaching out of
the tontalngrs Into the liguor. The fcder-
al regolators claimed the ban was only
precauticnary snd allowed distilless to

Up 1l now, however, the bulk of the -
been

industey aflar It wan found thet )iquor -

4

bas found that snimals givem smell
smounts of vinyl chioride with thelr food

develop anglosarvoma.
Yiayl was put tnte food

The ‘!L.S. representstive sald that ae
cordlag to the information the sgency bas
recel one oxperiment porformed
Maltonl lnvolved the sddition of 80 mil
groams of vinyl chloride to cach kilogram
ol food given to laboratory animals,
(There are 1,000 milligrams In a gram
and 1,000 grams in & kilogram, which Is
about 23 pounds.) The znimals dovel
opod anglusarcoma 1 about 45 weoks,

When the ratio of vinyl chloride te
food wa lowernd (o 10.8 mililyrams per
:t:‘!lou‘rla.m'h- :‘ u;lrd :hl. ﬂol.sugo-- {lg

m owed gigns of nnglosarcoma In
80 weeks, the lpokgmn ud.

[y

Thoe cancer was. produced In the
thymu: gland of the neck of the animals,
Reatar :hers rugottedly favor the lwdly of
this glind In many cases becsuse of Ji
rapld ¢cevelopment during the sorly yoars
of an :nimal's lifo. The rescarchors have
found “hat angiosarcoma preduced by ex-
posure lo vln{l chlorlde Is gencraily not
detected untll human balngs hovo been’
expoxed to it for st lesst 10 years.

The difficulty with viny) chloride for

the chymical, pirstics, and food Incustiries  food

is that the chomical is extremncly un-
slablo. Evon whon stublized in the form
of polyvinyl chloride or socalled PVC,
the vi.yl chloride han & tendency to
bresk tlown In tiny amounts, As the re-
'“l‘fh on liquor bottles Indicatod, the
viny} <hiloride has & tendeney to Joach out
into suirounding matosialy, ’

Polyr inylchloride packaging fa ex.
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tramely populor in the food Industry,?
where I Is used In bottics, Jars, wrappers, :
snd trays usced 1o hold meats. R Is alag

used in plates, cups, eoting utcmils, and;
food-storuge containers, )

The B. ¥. Goodrich Co., in 5 oller o,
tho Food and Drug Administratlon lasg,

month, reported that it could endorse the |,

iss of ptastics In the food Industry “pro."
vided there 1s no detcetsble monomor (in
thls case, vinyl chioride) migrating to the -

Sugxest new lochnique : ;

Goodrich suggested ea anmalysts tech. )
fl‘t?” that permils the delection of ay)

le as 80 pacts of the chemical per bk -
Yon parts of the matorisl belng teated, A

spokcamsn noted that *this 15 the prag:’
tieal delinition of zer0”™ premence of the:
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' sell off liquor that already had been bot-
~ tled In'plastic,

The plagtics lndudr{ hay slraady | ¢
Degus rescarch on developing a plisstla|

* that will pot lsach out the vinyl chloride | , f Coe " L
- ) . LI :
food safety .«
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into the material brlag packaged.

. __According to by spokcmmnan for the
U8, occupstional slety wsgen R .
By coctrast, 3olow 25 paris of vinyl chloride por mif-.?s
lr(s{bo pir ure Jon parts of air, the rowpirators are 0Pt
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trede group, bes dlsclosed that ! chemlcal In o material.
o : e ' Jevels of vingl chioride

normally calculated in parts per million,

lonsl. Abovo that level, they will bo mase - "
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’ ' e chemieal firma th ol ' R S B
- : The che rma that conve >7 S : \ RS . :
S | - ohloite gas inis Uny polcts of polyring} " 3 desh were n Casads SR S : o
e L ' 7.7 'chlogide have embarked on erah pro. . l Wy L
. : ! - the 19 wddition to the soven anglosuwcoma . - . @ : ,
B ‘&';?c:'xf"ﬁ:&ﬁﬁi‘."ﬁi&“&i"’&'.”m... feathy snd two wotkers who sro being K SR

irested for the discase hore, seven mote.] - '.%
of the industcy desths pecurred at & Co "8
andien plast now operate@ by Gondrleh, | M
Che Gaodzich spokasman, however, noted °X
o Gnodcioh wod -+ (3
Iirm that 80 3 plant to Goodric AR S
the sevonth was SE st the time of the' =726 0 .
plant Araasfer, Ted e
Hs sald that while other emplcye cam~ 2 - UL
. sor deaths have Baen lavasligated by Lot e

S S S Imum pcrmls&:ﬁlc cxm:zur:f loino pan.nlnog
. SRR - 07 the gas per million parts of aic —
e s o the %rcxgnus standurd ~ and efter Aprll
RS o BN T 1, tho Incustry’'wes to cut opersiing Jovels
- ‘ T T L e lesy than one part per mithon. How.
o quer, the Industry e m;flng o gl figik
-~ yegainst tho Aprl 1 dusdiine, “
A spokusman for Goodrich yesterday
‘sald t:\peo operating Jevels o the mewuu
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