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Jaauary 31, 1945

Pureau of Nedicine and Surgery
Coited States Kavy Departaent
Rashingtoa, D. C,

Attentions Captain Thomas J. Carter, N.C. 20 70325

TN 4

GCeatlensas

Confirming our telepbone canversation of the th, I enclose copy
of report by Dra. Fleischar and [Teessen 0a the occurrence of as-
bestosis at Bath Iron Works, Deceader 19, 1944, & series of dust
coxats by K. Bard Thompson of the fnsursace carrier, American Hutual
of Baston acd petrographic analyses of the Wdust by Dr. Ce Re _
iillisas, ay own collesgus at Harvard, N

This evidence is esnough to indicate & fairly serious dust risk
st Bath and to make it Yery prebeble that ths same sort ¢f taing will -
be found in other plants and yurds whers the saas type of pipe
cevering matarials are weed,

I met with the mamzfecturers of the materisls used at Bath and
they stated they would be glad to get out a Brief statement of pre-
sauticas shich should be taken 1a the light of thair omn experience and
that they would inform their competiters that I had asked them to o
s8: I understand that aeither Eavy aor Nsritins wants any change {a
ths specifications as ths perforssnce with the present materials s e~
tUraly sstisfectory. From a bsalth chndpout v ¢o Dot dellieve axy
specification chanzes are needed,

I suggested to Admirsl Mills that 4t wsould be very desirable for
Bavy %0 sxanine mea dandling the preperatica of pipe ocoverings amd
their Lostallatien in at lsest teo Zavy Tards and twe Javy esontruct
Mncat&uhnﬁm.hv&nchﬂﬂum&-mm
saterials are used especially ca Bavy vessels with high pressure steam
povar plants,- Aduiral Nills sgreed that such studies weuld bs mise
before Bavy or Naritiss ascepted this asdestosis risk es baing &ff-
aificaat i our genarsl skhip consizuciisa pregrea.

Therefers, could you net ave §uck surveys made st Boston amd

Now York Bavy Jards? Be could do teo coatrast yards, preferslly
Bethlshen's Quisey Jard end «ithar Bew Yorkx £xipbullding er Federal.
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A1l four ru'dl would be close togot.hu' and ve know that the two we lL;M. .
would cooperste. I suggest ve take dust counts and have Dr. Rilliess
pake the same sort of petrographic anslyses unless your Bursau can do
Those petrographic studles would be the only Stems of expense for
shich neither your Bureau por our effice is prepered.
would probadly not exceed $150,.00.
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Bureau of Nedicine and m;-q\d/n/@. '

pomrnghn: 4¢ would be at a rate of sbout $25.00 per saxple.

Please 1st ne bave your thoughts on this matter and kindly send an
extra copy to Lt. Commander ¥. E. Flaischer, Assistant Chief-Heelth Coen-
sultant, United States Naritime Coasission, Jefferson Building, 1Q1S

Chestant Street, Philadelphis 7, Peacsylvania,

Sl.nunly Jours,

o fsshiss

Chief Bu.l Counlunt
Division of Shipysrd Ladar Relations

Inclosure

PDruknr/drh

OCI

Adairel Mills .

DIr. Fleischer

Xr. rhillips Q. Pearson

Mr, Daniel 8, Ring )
Div, Bhipyard Lador Relations
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