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Metal-Poisozcd Child May Be Deaf, Not Retarded Doc Hints

. might just be deaf and the cury are consumed } .
gist at Jefferson Medical Col- deafuess could have _come  food,” Dr. Wllpizeseki sa';d.m

An experimental psycholo-

lege studylng the effects of
metal poisoning on hearing
says he suspects that some’
children termed mentally re-
tarded

at alt ?‘ﬁhi%‘ ﬁji ﬁtamf

about througl/ tead or mer- ;
Tty poisoiiig,” 65{3"9!‘"

“Far a child to learn fo .
; the effect on hearing, but

*‘talk, he must be able to hear.
Jf his verbal development is

“Some  of these  childean<enching sclhiedule, he is some-

times termed retarded. But
suppose he's deafl?*

DR. WILPIZESKI said
ghetto children are most sus-
ceptible to lead poisoning be-
cause they tend to chew on
window sills and base boards

painted with cheap leaded:

paiats, Mercury  poisoning
could become am increasing
threat through inadequate dis-
posal of industriaf waste,
“Also brain damage and

° sametimes death are caused

when large amounts of mer-
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Child, Poisoired .

Landlord Judge Backs
Owner on Lead Paint

By GUNIER DAVID

0f The ?'l"c(in Staff
Philadelphia Common
Pleas Judhe Ned L. Hirsh,
hearing & lead paint ease, ex-
pressed sympath Wi the -
defendant landiord yesterdsy
_because, he said, he himsell
is & landlord.
| The case concerned  re-
| quest hy the city for & court
order to get rid of lead paint
an wails in an apariment at
1R65 N. 24th st., where a child
was poisoned fast October,
ludge Rirsh refused to
grant the city’s (rquest on
grounds that the child, La-
mant Roach, 2, no longer
fives in the apartment, The
child was diagnosed as sulfer-
ing from lead poisoning tol-
Ining laboratory tesis hy the
city's Pepartment of Health,
The- judge suppested, in-
stead, that the tenant, Mrs,
Vinla Ranch, the child's
grandmather, sign an affi-
davit promising that no chil-
dien will he permitied into
the apartmeni, The city re-
{uced the judge's suggestion,
Mrs. Roach was not in contt.
According to persans in the
court, Andge Hirsh said he
owned mare than 120 apart-
ment units and could xre no
cence in pattng the laniliord,
David M. Goldherg, af 1433
Girnrd ave., to the expense af

PUITRRRNPUERSY

getting rid of the lead paint.

The city health code per-
mits no lead paint ‘on walls
because smail children could
be poisoned by lcking the
paint. }

] was only kidding when 1
said { owned 120 apartment
units.” Jydge Rirsh told The
Rulietini ypsterday afternoon.

«“1 own [severa] commercidl®
propertied and one apariment
house in] the 1800 block of
t. It contains six
s and the leases
have a clause that rentsl {8
only for sipgle peaple. My san
fives in pne of the apart-
ments, anil there are no chil-
dren in thé building.” -

fie said fhe huilding 18 50 to
€ years old, and that he has
owned it for abaut 25 years.

Asked 1f the walls contain
tead paint, he &aid, “1 don't
know, Rutl it doesa’t matter
hecause there are no chifdren
in the huilding.”

A Health Department
spokesman  sald yesterdny
that the presence or ahsence
of children in an spartment
with lesdpainted walls
makes nn difference as fAr 45
the health code regarding
jead poison is concerned.
wently

He says he doesn't believe
that the lead in the atmos-
. phere is a danger, however. -
“I'm primarily interested in

that's only part of the general
effect of these ‘poisons on the
nervous system,

“We live wiih this stulf," he
said, “We must learn”as
much about it as wé can.”

Dr. Wilpizeksi said  there
have been no sclentific studies
o' the effects of internal de-

-“posits of lead and mercury

poisoning  on
nerves.

the sensory

“That's what our study is
all about,” he says.

HE IS AT TUE midway
point of a three-year study
under a grant by the National
Institule of Environnental
Health Scicnces.

“We've been rccding.red-“
monkeys,” he said. *This
summcr we'll feed them mer-

-cury. We measured the hear-

ing and equilibrium levels of
the monkeys before the tests
started to compare the nor-

. mal fevels as the tests pro-

s.

“Right now, we've reached
fo conclusions, We're still col
lecting data, day by day.”

Leaﬁa!n; Grants
The G‘%.“A‘n ﬂlﬁu‘,q(oesing gnd

. Uihan Developquent (HUD)Y has heen so
cuncerned ubndt efimindting fead-hased
patint Jaeieds §1 old honses — the prob- ¢

Tetn stafied alnfost all FUA-insured morg-

wages in Philadelphia uattl 8 compromise

was reached

heently — that ¥ hae given

three researclf grants totaling $854,099 to
firms that wl try to find the most ef-
ficient way {0 Yemove the. paint.

Judge Hirsh subs
agmg in a propasal by the :::;‘mﬂt for those with 5
city to Issue & court arder to ram count of 49 micro.
the landlord, prohiblting chil- 81ams or more i thelr bloog,

dren under the age of six In
the apartment.

Filnuilacture Set ¢
J&Eﬁfo&s‘&iingﬂ
Al MR Tiln and |

lecture on the detection and
vontrol af lead poisoning will
he shown Wednexday at 7 1,
M. at the Fascpiil Children's
Shelul Seevices, |

ave,, Southe
west Vhilndelfshin,

The lollowfuy Wednesday,
Oct. 30, a Pubile unit from
City flealth flinic No. 3 will
e siationedf nt the Phitadels
phia  Howfiug  Authority's
munagemel  aftice &t the
same addrgss for the tesling
of childeenflor lead poisoning

The Pagchall Apariments,
which arq operated Ly the
Philadelpyia Housing Author-
ity, were hdjudged free of any
jead paift hazard during an
extensivd, examinalion lasi

Apr)l._
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