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ﬁr, Roderic D. Pongrefact
Soreau of Mlcyobial Hazards

Health Protactlon Branch

Hoalth and Yalfarse

Ottawa, Ontzric KI1A OLZ

Canada

Dear Dw, Pontrefact:

Thank you for letting me know the gross results of the xat asbssius
feoding experiments which you conducted, I am very upsst that you and your
associates find the work unworthy of publication in the literaturc. You
nay vemembar mo as tho Lfellow who suggested to the assenbled scieatists
in Durham ¢hat it is incumbent upon them to do more than just study the
asbestos preblem to denath, Just this January the Envirommental Protection
Aveney refused our request to taks action on asbestos cevent n*pe - EPA
«dnitzed that these pipos contaminate drinking water with asbestos, hut
cited the dearth ¢f data on ingested asbestos as a reason for taking no
netion,. A year ago we petitionsd the Food and Drug Administration to ban
the filrration of foods and drugs with asbestos, Partial rastrictions were
proposed, bui no f£ipal yegulations have baen issued. Can you justify with-
holding your new findings from those charged with protecting the public
noaxth?

You peopie havs done some awfully imporiaat work on the asbastoes

o onlenm, But I hardly noed remind you that unless others are able to learn
pout your work snd take action accordingly, it does littls good, Taore are
scvaral things about the feeding study that [ would like to kmow: wove tha
rats @ll fad 135 chrysotiles in coirn oil on thele food or what? What rvessons
s there for not publishing the study as a qualified, prcljminary veprrt?
12t are tho names and titles of your peers who oppose the publication of
19 report? I am naturally interested in any related work, and would liks
o recelve a veprint of the new paper on placental penstration as soon as

£ you tave a staff report on the feeding study, I would Iiks to raceive
a copy »f that, as well as any written comments on it that vou have raceived
from the asbestos industry, I enjoyed the opportunity to meat you in Curham

and again offex my compliments on tha work you vecple have done.
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Sincersly yours,

T — Barry Y. Castlenon
Il .
e et



