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Shiphents of Canadian asbestos fihre for the first seven nonths of 1vV71
vere {Y2,Ut4 tons or 3.3Z higher than for the same peried in 1970.

The availability of all grades of :pinnin;'fihre {3 oo ani. this situ-
ation can be expectec to continmue for same tiuc in the future.

The application of the U.S. surcharge coes not apply to asbestos fibre,
but indirectly the surcharye will affect sales of asbestos fibre to
such countries as Japan and West Geriany., Prior to the application of
the surcharge soame weskness in necand vas eviuent in nan; of :he Inter-
national warkets.

World procuction of asbestos fibre i{n 1.70 vas 3,(22,C40 tons versus
3,(31,250 tons in 1J() or an increase of approxiuately S5%.

The problers related to asbestos and health are of continuing concern
to the asbestos fibre producers. It is unfortunate inceed that the
press representatives continue to ta e statenents out of context anc
to be tore interestec ia scasationalisu rather than facts.
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Finally, the followin;, comuents are pertinent to the status of some
nev asbestos procucers, viz:

a) The nev» protucer in Australia is foreccast to be in production in
early 1772 at & rate of 75,000 tons pecr year.

b) The asbestos procducer in Brazil, located north of Brazilia, is ex-
pected to be increase¢ fror. 13,000 to 27,000 tons.

c€) The Colorbian asbestos fibre prospect could reach the production
stace ot o rate of approxiumately 25,000 tons per year.

d) Wor. is being continued to Cevelop an asbestos producer in Central
Colavbia, If financing can be arranged the prouuction rate is ex-
pectec to be 25,000 tons annually,

e) UWor. is bcinb continued by Cerro Corporation towarc the evalua:ion
of an asbestos ceposit in Central Creece.
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