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August 17, 1967
Dr. Lewis J., Cralley, Director
Epidemioclogy and Field Studies
Nationel Center for Urdan and Industrial Health >
United States Public Realth Sarvice
1014 Brosdway

Cinecinneti, Ohdo 45202
Deer Dr, Cralley:

The fidrous gless and amineral wool industry are disturbed at the possible
impact upon this vital industry of alleged health hazards which are said to
result from exposure t0 these materials both during manufacturing and fabri-
cation and use of these materials.

Damage to the industry resulting from false statements could have a signifi-
cant effect on the National economy. Attachment 1 describes the irportance
of these materials to the National economy. However, if there is e threst
to health, promot action must be taken to protect ageinst this hazard, In-
dustry's eveluation of its own experience with these materials thus far has
not indicated the existence of a health hazard.

The industry's concern in resard t0 the allegzed health hazards stimulated the
formation of the Occupavional Health and Safety Committee of the National
Insuladtion Manufacturers Association (NIMA). As you know, this Committee
arousht together all avallabdle medical research data on the possible medical
2ff20%s of fibrous glass and mineral wool., You reviewed the data at cur
raqurst and edvised in your lotter So NIMA dated April 3, 1967 that a treedly
tated study wes nseded, The NIMA Board of Dirsctors on May 16, 1967 uwneni-
mucly acroed 10 seek the assistonce of the U, S, Public Health Service in
initiating a study of the fidrous glass and mineral wool industry with re-
sp2ct to 2lleped health hazards. At the discretion of the U, S. Public HYaolth
Service, the study may include environmental, clinicsl and epidemiological
investiigatiorns. The 3oard authorized the Occupational Heelth and Safety Co:-
rittee to take appropriate action rith the Public Eealth Service in orcer %o
have th2 sbove situdy initiated as soon es practicable.

In 2 preliminary meoeting of the Health and Safety Committee meeting with vou
on Junz 5, 1757 to discuss the study of the fibrous glass and mineral wool
industry, yor recuested certain employment data concerning those plonts man-
ufacturing fidrous glass and/or mineral wool. ‘e understood this data would
form ¢cne bacic for eonsidering the feasidility of the industry-wide study.
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This letter is to thank you for the opportunity of meeting with you to dis-
cuss our industry's problem and also to express the eagerness of the Manage-
-ments oF our industry to cooperate with you in every way ia the accomplish-
rent of whatever stuxdy you deem sppropriate.

Sincerely,

Lee B, Grant, M,D., Chairman
Occupational Heslth and Safety Committee
Naticnal Insulation Mamufacturers Assn,

ins
ttachment

ce: Mr, J. F. Vyverberg, President
National Insulstion Mamufacturers Assa.
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FIBER GIASS AND THE NATTONAL PCONGMY

The fiber glass business has grown from & $4 million one-
company operstion in 1937, to & $400 million industry involving
five major corporations and e half-dozen small companies during
1567. Humdreds of millions of dollars worth of plant and equip-.
ment, and some 20,000 persons are directly enpléyed in the
research, manufacture, and marketing of fiber glass. As in any
mor industry, the multiplier effect must be considered when
evaluating the impact of fiber glass on the Nation's economy.
For examnle, consider that fiber glass is the major material
installed by nearly 20,000 asbestos workers; comprises nearly
one-ha’f of the fabric cut and sewm into curtains and draperies
by over 22,000 ermloy=es of the resdy-mede curtain and drapery
industry; and is an irdispenssble basic materisl used by the
500 nlus corpanies molding products I{rom fiber glass reinforend

plastic products,
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