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Summary and Coaclusions

Interest lo the question of whether there may be au association
bstwoen Jung cancer and exposure to agbestos pil .beon ovident since the
report In 1935 by L’nch and Smith of & caso in i@lch lung cancer and ;l.b.l-
tasle wore both prescatl. Ad additional cases ln whlch the two discasos co-
;xlotod vor; upoﬂoﬁ a cnuul Aol;clutl.on npi{uﬂ to have been gradually

accoptod by many authors, although some workere couo(derod the cottoutlon
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- to be inconclusive. The pruent otudy was comlodo:nd in an el{ort to

dotermlne whether a causal rolnlonchip did, h hcl.. oxist botween expo;nro
to ubuto- and cancor ol uu lung. .

Since most olr_llér‘ ltudtal had boen I(u-ilted to enut.n;:rltlng' lh&_llu-lg
cancors (ound {a ccrula ulecud umplu. such as cuu comlng to nuto;my
OI’ doath cerllﬂcn\el ln which Albouonu wag montlonod, u was uppsront that

\hay could not mnu the roquiroucuu o( an tpld-mlologtcnl and otatistical
bppﬂnch to (ho problem. The pralout ltudy wnu, l.houfore. dellguod to meeot

un tequlumenu of this molhod

Aflter a pxellmhury survey to _oxplou; the tv)nllobl'uty of rellable

information, dala were gathered on workers in the asbestos mines {n Quebec,
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bascd¢ on thelr madical records. A cohon wae defined s.coowvis txd
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Data rolative to thelr charactoristice were collected and thelr status st the

“end of & -lx-yeur-period of observation was determined. In the case of those

who had dled. 2o wxbauotive sesrch of desth certificaics and losurasice tocords

0298




