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Dr. Flezing hasz passed your letter to me for & reply_on the
Question of the risx involved in working with asbestcs, This i@
oaturtlly & matter of considerabtle interest to ue since &8 you
cornectly suspect & consideratle emount ¢f tsbestos is used in
Du Pont plants largely in the form of pipe lagging.

There &re mny facets to0 this gudbjeet but the twe mozt important
2re the Questions, What is the risk to men who were exposed to
gabestos prior tc our recognition of the poesibtle risk of cancer?
and, ¥Ynat Btepr should de tiken to protect the men who &re DOW
poteatially exposed to 23destos?

It 45 hoped that these questions will be answered by studies
wxhich are 2t present underwy. MFor exazmrtle, the Division of Occupa-
tional Bealth of the U, 8. Putlic Health Bervice bas started an
in-plunt study to "determine the effects of axposwres to &sdbeaton
fiders &nd dust, . . .and to develop medical and enviroraental .
eriteriz and procedures for the e¢ontreol of the health risks of
gebegtos workers, Six plants loczted in Forth Cerolina, Nevw Haxzpshire
and Penneylvanie have been studied,”

thet delinitive answers to the Questions you raise are not yet
pocsitle Lt underlined bty the enclosed eopy ©f the report of the
¥orxing Group on Aebestos and Cancer, This is & good stetement ©f
the present poeition &nd eontains many valusble suggestions for
ccaducting further researth,

In line with thelr suggestion we hope to stzrt 2 study of the
bealth of pipe coverers ecapared with the hetlth of non-ssbestos
exposed group within the next few weeks. S&ince this will be & study
of existing mecdical records 1t is not expected to take & long time to
cocplete and this should at least tell us whether we have g problez,
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For immediate application is the knowledge that the control eof
diseases resulting from asbestos lies in the control of dust and
that close attention should be given to reducing the dust exposure
of workers with asdbestos, This may be done by suitadle exhaust
ventilating systexzs where asbestos i3 handled at a fixed location
and by the use of dust respiratars where exhaurt ventilation i1z not
practicable 28 5 often the ctse in handling insulaticn in the plant.,

I shall be writing to D, lewis J. Cralley, of the U. 8, Pubtlie
Bealth Service, who 15 1n oharge of their asbestos research prograc
to find out what results are availadle at this time,

I plen to keep you informed of further developsents.
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