ceptember 156, 1947

Mr. H. D. Folfey,

The Associated Ethyl Company Limited,
Artillery Eouse, Artillery Row,
London £.w. 1, rngland.

Dear Mr. Roffley:

I have your letter of August 1, together with the attached reports

on the cases of lead poisoning in Sydney. Since that time I have

had & letter from Mark Pryke, giving me additional information, and
informing me of Dr blackburn s impending visit to the United States.

I am replying to your lecvter primarily for the purpose of commenting
on the treatment employed in these cases by Dr. Blackburn, since I
am - -of the ovinion that it is inadvisable for us to be responsible

in any way for enccuraging or extending tihe uzese of this fcrm of therapy
in cases of tetraethyl lead polsoning.

I have gone over the reports from or. olackburn with conslderable
care and in order that I might not be blased or 1n any way misleading
I nave submitted tne reports without comments to some of my clinical
assoclates for thelr comuents. We are sgreed that there ls very
little evidence ihat the use of BAL has had any lmportant I1nfluence
orr the course or outcome of these cases. I shall write to Tr. Fairley,
end we shall have &n opportunity, I lrust, to discuss the matter

with Dr. Blackburn. However, vwe believe that his inexperience with
the problem of tetraethyl lead poisoning has made nim unduly enthu-
sleastic, and has caused him to misintergret the survival cf these
men. As you vell know, & number of other men have survived &fter
having aeveloped serious iilness.

We have been studying the behavior of BAL in a series of cases of
heavy metal polsoning, including lead poisoning. ¥We have never
administered this material in lhe treatment of a cage cof tetraethyl
lead poisoning, and I am not &t all sure that we shall do so if we
are unfortunate enouvgh 10 have oither céses of this type. OCur reasons
for serious hesitation lie in the Jact that the expverimental evidence
rather clearly suggests that the complex formed with lead 1s quite

as toxic &s the lead compound &lone, 1f not more so. Animals subjected
to the administration of lead and BAL dle In larger number and more
raplédly than animals exposed to equivalent doses of lead alone.
Moreover experimental work reported to us in which BAL has been used
in connection with the administration of tetreethyl lead, have given
no evidence of beneficial effect. Our own observations in & series
of" cases of lead poisoning studled recently, and reported in SCIENCE
(of’ wnich copies are belng seut to you separately) have shown that
AL has an important influence 1n changing the lead concentration in
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Sincerely yours,

iovert A. Kehoe, M. D.
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