October 16, 1938

¥r, Ira D. Cardiff
Yakima, Washington

& Deer Hr. aaréiff:w

. regrei: to say that your
infovmatlen about the publicatisn of a further article
- from this 1aberatory on the spray resldus problem is~
Incorrect, We have some informetlon on one phase of
the problem whnich iz in the developmental stasme, but
o about which nothing 1s 1%ke1y ‘$0 be putlisned Tor some
1 months,

Hy own reacticn to further
@uolicatien on this question 1s that I shall be gulte
 careful to stick very close to experimental data. Huch
$oo much has been said on. both sides of this problem
without adequate support of sun experimental nyne. I
have been criticized in some measure by both parties ,
to the con»rcversy, partly because of some of the things
I have said but largely because of things I have never
sald, I find: I shall have Lo ‘be very carsful not to be-
nisquobed, and st1ll morey not to be misunderstood, As
an exsmole of what I mean, some of your cclleayues have-
taken theposition that ﬁhc attitude of the Pure Food
and Drugs division of the Department of Agriculture has
been unreasonable, and some attempt has been made to use
our experimentsl data in proof of that positions I
do not share thils point of view sbout &the work of the
Pure Fpod and Drugs group, and moreover, I do not regerd
our experiﬂental data as pertinent except in so far as 1%
has shown that eertain small guantitles of lead ean be
cared for adequately by the normal human body. ‘We have
not determined the extent to whiéh lead can be taken care
of when 1t is.ingested, nor is there any source of infor=
mation at the moment, In my oplnion, which is adequate
to provide. the answer to this question. It is ny feeling,
therefore, that Fha governmental agencies which are designed
to protect the publlc health should err, if at all, on the
side of safety. Cansﬂuently I do not believe Lt is up to
them to prove the correctness of their concluslions which -
“have been arrived at by reasonabls methods, but rather
do I believe that it is up tc persons who disasgree with
them to prove that they are incorrect. In saying this
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I am not unsympathetic with the attitude of the frult
growers, nor am I unmindful of their difficult iess At
the‘sama tkma I am quite frank in believing that thelir
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RAK:is A ' ?' Robert A. Kehoe, i,D. .
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