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Dear ir. Hol‘lin8,

Coroner's Inquests in Asbestosis

or sSuspected Asbestosis Cases.

As arranged at our Conference on the l4th instant,
I have seen ¥r. A.S. Coupe, the County Coroner, about the
various matters whioh I was told to raise with him. Ye had

a logi talk and I found Mr. Coups viry ready to listen to
~what

0 say. I explained at the boihminf that your -
Company has no desire to avoid its respongibilities or—tov—
Lup a acty, 0 That wawill
welcome gooperatid athologist. I also told

him what a lot has been and 1s being done in the way of

research. is the Coroner’s intention to emplay Dr.
Manning in all Cases whare goage ent or

are suspedted ..
‘/N

It surprised me to hear from Mrs Renghaw that there
have in fact been ve y few Cases in the past 10 years ia which
the Coroner's Verdict has differed from the final conclusion
reached by the Pasumoconiosis Boerd. I certainly thought
that thig gort of discrepancy had occurred on many more occasions.
In view of Lr. Renghaw's information, I did not press this
aspect of the matter very much, - though I did point out to the
Coroner that it was obviously dcsirsbie for him to return a
true Verdict and one which is not later differed from by the
Board, particularly as it is a fact that the country‘'s vital
statistics are based on the reports sent in by the Coroner to
the Reglstirar General. .

The Coroner quite agrees that you should be given
the. earliugt possible notiffcation of svery case. I was able
to tell him that in this respect we have had every assistance
from Sergeant Gittins. He asked if it would be better for our
Pathologist to attend the Post lortem exaninmations, either
instead of or in addition to Dre Knox, but I told hfa that I did
not think that it was nacessary for our Pathologist to be
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srought in at such an early atage and that it was likely that our
Pathologist might not be available at short notice. The main
function of the Pathologist, as I see it, i3 to give a histological
report and, of course, he i1s not able to deal with this until a
iater stage when the slides have bean prepared. I expect you

and Dre Knox will agree that your representative at these post-
wmortem examinations should be Ur. KnoXe.

T told the Coroner about the new process of inflating
the lungs and explained how this would cause some delay in the
preparation of the slides for microscopic examination. The
Coroner had not heard previously ab.ut this new development.

He appreciated that when the new process is used, Dr. Knox will
be dependent on getting his sections of lung tissue from Dr.
tanning, Dr. Knox being unable in such cases to take sections
for himgelf, )

I got the impression that the Coroner was very anxicus

ndeed to avold a 8h o C a6 +__ He had EEra "

from W Davidson about the difficu n which ire. : @
Davidson founa himself when acting aa Coroner in Thomas butler's
cagsee You will remember that in that case, the evidence of Dr.
Odady of the Rochdale Ianfirmary (actiag on that occasion as the
Coroner's Pathologist) was in conflict with Professor Stewart's
evicence. In order to aveid this sort of conflict, the '
Coroner wuuld like the two Pathologista to meet and discuss these
cases before the iﬁgug&. He would welcome the clogest lisson
between Dr's Knox Ur. Manning and he assured ae that Dr.
Knox must gonsider himself antirely at liberty to discuss these
cases frankly with Dr. Kanning at any stage. If Dr. Knox
doea this, the Coroner will not take the line that his witness 5
1s being tampered with, he was awat emphatic about this.

-

As regards the preparation of the slides, Mr. Coupe
thought that something was to bs said for leaving it. to Dr.
Yanning oaly to prepars slides and for his slides to be examined
Ly both Pathologists jointly. I told him that I thought it was
grobably better for sach Pathologist to make his own slides,
although I agreed that a full exchange of information would be
helpful. I understand that only a very small part of the lungs
is actually examined under the microscope even Af a lot of slides
are made. I had this in mind when I told the Coroner that I :
thought the duplication of work was not wasteful and was in faot
to be recommenied. ’

The actual programme to bo followed in .oach case would
. appear to depend on whether Dr. Manning wishes tb use the
inflation process or not, The Coronsr thinks that Dr. Knox
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and Dr. Manning should make their own arrangements each time
they meet at a post-mortem examination. I think it can be
agswaed that Dr. Knox will get every cooperation from Dr.
Manning in this respuct. No doubt DUt. Knox will be suelng
Dr. Msnning in the near future. I think they should have a
preliminary talk as soon aa possible.

I told the Coroner that we understand that Profeseor -
Stewart 1s likely to retire before very long and tlLat the
question of a pointing his successor wiil be coniug under
consideration. T..e Coroner appreciates that you will want an
expert but he expressed the hope that you would find someone not
too far away, so that it will not be made unnecessarily dirficult
ror the two f‘atholo,giets to work to the same time-table.

The only cases which tha Coroner conaiders urgent
are thoge in which the relatives deaire cremation. He would
like in such cases to do everything in hig power to enable the
wishes of the relatives to be ca:iried. out. Aa I have explained

to you before, cremation is not ailowed unless th ® has .
reached a concluded e relatis esirs burial,
tlie Coronsr w ve 0o objection at all to adjourning thege

Inqueats 30 as to allow a gensrous amount of time for the
Pathologists to bave their Jjoint discussions.

The Coroner told me that he woulu speak t0 Dre. Manning
about these matters generally and I feel sure that Dr. Knox will
find, when he gets in touch with Dr. Manning, that the latter
wiil do what he can to make matters run as smoothly as poasible.

As regards. the choice of a successor to Professor
Stewart, it geems to me that you must employ someone who ia
prepared to work at least aa quickly ae » Manning, although
the need for urgency only arises in the cases wherse Cremation
is wanted., It soems likely that, as time goes om, the proportion
of cases in which the relatives want crematioa may increasse.

I an enclosing a copy of this letter in case you wish
to send one to Dr. Knox. .

‘Yours faithfully,
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