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ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL Memorandum

August 5, 1986

TO: Tony Leung - FPD-Winchester

FROM: Lowell G. Wessa

SUBJECT: Talc/Tremolitic Talc and MSDSs of H.,T. Vanderbilt
and Southern Talc Company

I am not sure where we stand on this. Some time back (late 
June) you sent our office the above two mentioned MSDSs on 
talc. One of our concerns was the mention of tremolite or 
tremolitic talc on both. One immediately associates this 
with asbestos.

The latest date shown on the Vanderbilt MSDS is 5/16/86. This 
MSDS is m good order (follows the revised OSHA MSDS format).
X called Vanderbilt to discuss the term "tremolitic" talc and 
its general association with asbestos.

As explained to me there are several different types of talc, 
but most industrial talc is "tremolitic" or made from tremo­
lite. Tremolite itself, even fibrous, is not considered 
acceptable for use as asbestos or in asbestos products. As 
a fiber, however, it is considered a carcinogen. Saying this 
another way, fibrous tremolite does not make an acceptable 
industrial asbestos product; however, m fibrous form it has 
all the health hazards associated with asbestos.

Mr. L. Harv^, whom I talked to at H. T. Vanderbilt (203/853-1400) 
stated their "tremolitic" talc is fiber-free and can be con­
sidered non-asbestos form. Their talc has undergone studies 
for fiber identification, minerology, etc. at the University 
of Maryland and toxicology/epidemiology by their own lab. They 
(Vanderbilt) will stand behind their research and have legal 
backing.

The Southern Talc Company MSDS received from you is another 
story. It is not dated and on the outdated OSHA Form 20. I 
called this company and talked to the receptionist. She indi­
cated they had no chemist or lab to answer my questions but 
would try to put me m contact with the plant manager or sales 
representative. I declined this offer after I mentioned one 
of my questions was on their outdated MSDS. She said they 
had revised it recently, but not all of their customers had 
received it as yet. I received their revised MSDS recently 
and have attached a copy. It is greatly improved but still 
lacking. They have eliminated the word tremolite and stress
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the "non-toxicity" and "nuisance" characteristics. I could 
assume their talc is made from tremolite based on discussion 
with Vanderbilt although my main objection would be to their 
reference as nuisance and non-toxic. Obviously, the OSHA PEL 
and ACGIH TLV are not that of a nuisance material.

In summary, at least the Vanderbilt talc is made from tremolite, 
but this does not mean it contains asbestos. Both companies 
show their product is not a carcinogen. Vanderbilt shows their 
product to be fiber-free/asbestos-free and can apparently 
back this up by research. Southern talc no longer even 
mentions the word tremolite nor is any mention made to fiber 
and handle the talc solely as a nuisance. I would guess from 
my phone call, Southern Talc has not done the "research" into 
the product that Vanderbilt has. Based on both MSDSs you 
should be able to handle either talc product as asbestos 
(fiber) free. If you use the Health Data and Precautions for 
Safe Handling from either MSDS for generation of your own 
MSDS, I suggest you use the Vanderbilt data rather than that 
of Southern Talc. Talcosis is a possibility from over-exposure 
as stated by H. T. Vanderbilt.

LGW:EJ 
Enc.
CC: Abex Gen. MSDSs-File

Southern Talc Co. - File 
H.-1T. Vanderbilt - File
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PACE I OF 3

UJN5 rj isae *

- ■___ ABEX MiDtcAL £*R-‘L
. WINCHESTERS VA 22601

«. DATE: 05/16/06 ^ ' REVISED* 01/31/66 SUPERSEDES* £1/25/85

ABEX COR?
- FRICfION PRODUCTS
=L 2410 PAPERSILL ROAD

rl. * pRoDucT ipBiTiFicATipN : ftGp“ str GOO051

TRADE NAfIEs-"-~NYTAL* <*9,NYTAL LOOi KYTAi~ LOO HR. TsVTAL ZQOl NYTAL 300, 
i ST -^--j3sF«YrAt'M00 Hi NYTAL-400, CCftAHITALC* 10 kt C6RAHITALC HOT, 

' ' CERAKtTALC NQ. 1* CERAMITALC 10-A

5-

^CHEMICAL HAKEV HTOftOUS.CALCWK KAGH6SUM SILICATE MINERAL MIXTURE 

- SYNONYMS* INDUSTRIAL:TALC, TREHQLITIC TALC -

=UA2AROaUS~IK5REOIENTS/OSHAx - TALC (HYDROUS MAGNESIUM SILICATE!,
~ .ir . ------ CAS REG*' NO- 14807-06-6

HAZARD* INHALATION - • ----- ‘ -

^CARClNQGENIC^tfiGREOIENTS/OSHA/NTP/IARCs NOKE - -

*• IU- WARNING STATEMENTS

zSr 
- mj

=H>0 HQr BREATHE. OUST* ~ PROLOHGEITiNHAUncW OF EXCESS {VC QUSF 
HAY CAUSE LUH& INJURY "

-«E --PHYSICAL and chemical DATA--1 -

•5^- --APPEARANCE ANO ODORS WHITE POWER - ' " ~ VAPOR PRESSURE* N/A

-s.DENSITY* RG/CU MS 2*85 --- - ;‘ ' VAPOR DENSITY: N/A

s??' ^SOLUBILITY IN WATERS NONE • * - • volatiles* NONE

^BOILING POINTS N/A - - evaporation rate: N/A
t

I* - REG I STEREO IN U,S, PATENT ANO TRADEMARK OFFICE!
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IV- FIRE PROTECTION

NONFIASHABLE •

V, REACTIVITY ORTft - ----

NQH-REACTIVE .

VS. HEALTH HAZARD BATA -- - -~-

EXPTlSUftE LIMITS* * '

OSHA TALC {HOHASBESriFORHI =

PFL 20 HPPCF '■>- - - •

k, - -_&CGIH -->~TALC (CONTAINING NO ASBESTOS FIBERS!

%■ - TLV 2 HG/CU K-tReSFii — •

VII. - PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS'SUMMARY~~~r------ -.-------

Sr -^t-'=ss. NEfcYORfLiSTATE TALC HAS: NOT SHOWN ANY CARCINOGENIC ITY IN ANIMAL 
=S 'iSTOOlES--: EPIDEMIOLOGIC STUDIES IN HUNANS HAVE BEEN INTERPRETED

--si MrGONFLICTING WAYSWITH NO CLEAR EVIDENCE OF AN INCREASED RISK 
=fe , » . --OFiLUNG TUMORS? IN., ASSOCIAIION KITH EXPOSURE. “ “ --

=*•------- =-='=rPR0t0NGE0 expostae ra excessive guanti tiesof industrial talc
- -t=--~rCAN^R6S(JLT IN SCARRING OFvTfS LUNGS (TALCOSISI OR OF "THE C0V6R-

-§r - -=i=rT=-fNG^JF “THE LUNGS I PLEURAL : THICKENING I* 'lALCOS IS HAY PR30UCE «0
W — - SYMPTOMS OR MAY BE ASSOCIATED KITH NON-SPECIFIC SYMPTOMS OF
* — COUCH OR SHORTNESS OF BREATH. PLEURAL THICKENING USUALLY

. —~PRODUCES NO SYMPTOMS. 60IH CONDITION* CAN 8£ OETECIEO 8Y GKESI-
f -RADIOGRAPH EXAMINATION. BRONCHIAL IRRITATION (BRONCHITIS) MAY
-V sLa CAUSE EXCESS SPUTUM PRODUCTION. ~ . i -

■ 2SS fi «« «—i "* Mk to «. *.«* OU, Mrt. ** ^ ■
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£r ? MBS:: * NVT4U 99*" NYTAL-lO&f^fcYfAL—100 HR*-N¥TAL 200* HYTAL 300# 
jl ~ i£- ,7. :MYTAL 300 HrNYrALSWD^CERAMlf ALC-10:. AC, CERAMITALC-HOT,
|> u.' CERtonALC^NQ^Ai" CERAMl CALC^LO-4--^ ^ -

¥1 LI. PRECAUTIONS FOR SAFE'HANDLING ~r-

ATOIOL SSEATHING. OuSTr"~-*£-.— - - -

LX. PROTECTION AND CONTROL' MEASURES-:"? " ‘

ac . -----£UISE-CRIST NASH- IF -PEL1 OR ILVTOR AIRBORNE DOST MIXTURE IS
1 - - —IS-EXCEEBSO.7'SE&--OSHA 2g?CFRTO0Oil3*?~ - * •

X. - EMERGENCY AND FIRST--AID PROCEDURES

-NOT-EXPECTED TO BE A PROBLEM.'-NO'SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS^

XI. SPILL-AND DISPOSAL-PROCEDURES - - -

^ ^ . ^^HQY A-RCRJL-HAZAROOUS= HASTE- USE' VACUUM TO CLEAN UP SPILLAGE,
i* ^-DISPOSE fff ACCaROIfiG'Ta STATE QR LOCAL REGULATIONS. -

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
R. T. VANDERBILT CO., INC. 
38 WINFIELD STREET -
P*Q. BOX 5150 
NORWALK# CT 06356 
TEL. NO.: (2051 853-UpO
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