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As you know there has deen consideradle intsrest during the last
few years in the effects of tsbestos on persoas handling either the
raw material or products derived from it. The cause for concern is
largely centered around the incidence of cancer in worksrs with
asbestos and the very long "incubation” pericd which my intervene
between the initial exposure to asbestos and the development of cancer.

As with many such relationships the question of whether zsdestos fider
causes cancer is tedeviled by a number of appareatly contradictory
findings, tut it seeas clear that in certain ciroumstances exposure
to asbestos fiders 1s accompanied dy an incressed mortality frea
cancer of the lung, pleurs and gastrointestinal tract,

3ince the Du Pont Company uses a csonsiderable amcunt of asbestos,
largely 1in the form of pipe ilnsulation, it is of some importance to
examine the pedical records of men engaged in tredes handling
ubzlgol £0 see whether there is any cause for coancern adout their
health,

I propose to examine the health records of the pipe coverers
and coapare them with & control group who are not known tq have nad i
an exposure to asbestes, This study will only be concerned with i
cxilcing redical records and no contact with the men will be
reQquired.

d;I shall, of ému, keep you informed as to the progress of our
study, “
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