Aapril 13,1027,

Nr. Ze Ve VoD ’

c/o The Fthyl Gasoline Corp.,
25 Broadway,

Hew Yorikz, He Yo

o

iy dear Fre Vabb:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of my thsi~
cal examination and recomiendations up to the present in the
case of ‘r, Claude lioss. I also enclose informaticn as to
the present situation of ir.

: The record on Ir. will serve to give
ny point of view and to furnlsh the fucts in the casc so fo
a8 they are known in the present., I expect to be in novton
on ”hur°day and Friday of the coming weelr at which time I

shull Inteswiew the physlelans who have been caring for lir.
Ioss in an attcmnt to get a stotement Crom thom as to vhat
they fecol should be done for him.

Looking at the matter entirely from the point
of view of a physiclan dealing with = pationt who is sick, at
least mentally, I feel that the worst thing %hat could be done
for Hy. would be to carry him on under the present condie-
tions or to malke a settlement of a sum of nmoney sufficlent to
maintain him for some time. If he is to recover from what I
regard as a serious condition humaﬁlJ,speaxing, it will be from
encouragement and the necessity dotomething for himself.
Just so long as he 1s ledqd to bel eve that he is seriously 1ill,
that he is unsble to vwork, and that he will ncver rccover, he
will continve in the state of apathy and melancholia which he
now showse 1 am not certain that he will e curcd by the pro-
per treatment. I am reasonably certain that nothing can be
cone for him unless he can be ledd to attempt something for hinm-
self., I Teel, therefore, that a final settlement in his case
of a cash sum would be inadvisable at thls time, even tnoughmlt
alght be found to be necessary at a later time.

I am not ottempting to consider this matter
at all from the logal side;, but T am assuming, as I know I may,
that the purely legal aspects of the matter aro not as important
na tho hnman and £alir nornaeidnrationad



Hr, Fe¢ Ve V'ebb. /hpz“!.l 13 ’1927

I shall keep you informed from time to time
as to the course of events in our attempt to struighten out
this matter. : _

Very truly yours,
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Nome Age 31 Date iarch 51,1927.
History Born at Goshen Ohlo.

Farmed‘until 16 years of age. Schooled through lst year Illigh School.:
Employed at Peters Cartridge Co. Kings !Mills 4 or 5 years off and on ‘
during sumners while going to school. Army service at 18 years of age
from 1913 to 1920, Inlisted in infantry. Transferred to Machine gunm
corps. At outbreak of war went into Officers Training Corpa at rt. liyer.
Here 7 months. lNon-commissioned officer. liot commissioned. Went into |
ordinance department in personell work, trshing chauffeurs at Augusts,
Ga., Uas here until end of war. After war, was stationed in Charleston,
7o Vae as foreman in charge of ammunition storagee On being discharged
was ecmployed at General !lotors Research Corp. as auto mechanic 5 or 6 mo.
Test driver 4 mo. Cylinder werk on air cooled cylinders 7 to 8 mo. Then
transferred to Gencral liotors Chemical Co. making ithyl IFluid ond £illing
containerse.

Worked thus from [larch 18 to llarch 26,1924+ Considerablc

exposure, inhalation and skin contact. Ho warnlng as to dangers.

Illness - beginning March 26.

{ias not conscious of being 111, but went home and behaved
l1ike a drunien mah. fa@ sltercation with wife, with policece Came to
Cincinnati next day. Becamzill}on stréet, taken into Veterans Dureaue.
Physician there wished to send him to hospltal. Vent home, however, vory
111, and Dr. 0. C. Henderson of 1002 W, 3rd St. Dayton, Ohio was called,
Vas put to bed. Vas very weak, lost use of legs. Legs were cold ahd
nunb and tingling, with shooting pains in head andvlegs and around hoart.
Slept poofly waking with start. Appetite was fairly good. Twitching
‘of muscles and jerking of arms or legse.

—

Yas at home until! April 11, at vwhich time he was in hos-
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pital. Hospital records show restlessness, sleeplessness part of time,
normal temperature, slow pulse.

Returned home after some weelis but wés in bed 13 weeks.
Continued to be weak and easily excitable and unable to works Returned
to work at iithyl Gasoline Plant in September 1924, and was rade doormane
At this time my questioning showed him to be complaining of weakness,
shortness of breath, pains in chest, legs and joints, and especially the
head in front and transferred to back. iletallic taste in mouth and drowsy-

nesse Since this time his condition has shown llttle change.

Pregent Comnlaints.

Drawing pains in forehead and down back of head and neck.
Joints are dry and ache, especially in wet or cold weather. Sleeping
voorly, awaking often with a start, ruscles twitch and jerk, both asleep
and awvalee. Condition worse after exercise. Arms and legs and even back
cet cold, numb and tingling.

Has no sexual desire and 1s impotent a large part of the
time. Often no desire for 5 to 4 weeks at a time,

Eyes give trouble at times, and hair is falling out.

Famll History. Insignificant except for history of insanity back

some time.

Previous history of 1llness. « Nothing significant. Denies gc and lues.

Physical Examination,

Patient examined by me early In 1925. Condition at that tinme no
different from present except that color is improved, temperature now nor-
mal, (then 97.6) and pulse and blood pressure are now higher,(then 52 and

100/60 respectively).
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Well developed, well nourished, healthy looking young man, with
good posture and good muscular development. Halr is plentiful on head,
sparse on body. Skin of good colore. The man shows a gencral apathy and
depression, although he is ready with answers and is apparently willing
to give his entire story freely. It is impossible to arouse any enthuw-
siasm or appearance of enthusiasm about any subject.

Temperature 99.2 Pulse 60 Respiration 20

Eyes = React to light ,nd accomnodation. Tremor of lids. Sclerae
clear and whilte

Lars - Ho abnormalities

lose - Obstruction on left side - reddened mucous membrane on both
sides.

kinuses - Very slight darkness of left frontal region on transillu-
mination with suggestion of darlkness on loft side of facees

Face = Coarse faclal and labial tremor at tlimese Inconstant and
Increased with eyes closed.

Throat = Congestion and muscular irritabllity of pillars. Tonsils
are small anr chronically inflammecd., Posterior pharyngeal
wall reddened showing lymphold hyperplasia. Lymph nodes not
obviously abnormal,
Chest = Bulgling of right chest anteriorally at costo-chondrial junce
tion from 4th to 7th ribs. ‘ell muscled. Liver dullness at
5th I.S. Diaphragmatic excursion 4 5 R, 5.0 L
Expansion slight.
Breath sounds are increased over ontire lower right chest.
No adventitious pathologic socunds.
ReZePle 7eH . ReCoeDe 3.0 x 10,5
Apex rate 68-70., Sinus arrythmia present. On hopping
50 times the apex rate is-increased tu 84, returning
fo normal in 1 minute.
Blood pressure sitting 120/70 both brachials. Poly-
graphlic tracing of radiol. Apex and Jjugular show no
abnormalitiecs beyond variation in entire rythm (sinus
arrythmia).
: y
Abdomen = No abnormallities found.

Gentalia - Hormal ;

CentolleSe~ Superficial refloxes increased. Tendon reflexes
varlable « gencrally feeble but occaslonally stronge.
Rhomberg negative. No hyperasthesiase. lNo abnormali-
ties of sensation. Tremors as hitherto noted with
also coarse tremor of hands,

+hite Count - 6000 fPreviously 5600 e
. KE 0021006




A\l

Red count

Haemoglobin =

5 million+ previously 5-1/2 million
90 Talg.

Polymorphoneuclears - 66% of total leucocytes.

Urinalysis - Alkaline to M.R.

Albumin - negative
Sugar - negative
Acetone - negative
“icroscopic - negatlve
Volume 23835 ce
Pb, found o©.05

Pb/ liter o.018

The findings (or the laci of findings other than‘suggestive

neurological ones( suggost that the total injury in this mans case is

of mentel sorte.

experienced years ago is impossible to determine from the examination.

The following procedure might produce information :-= (1). An interview

thether or not the mental state is due to polsoning

-4

with his wife might disclose some facts as to whether he has exp~rienced

sorme change in personality and when thils occurred.

o

Yhether he had dife

ficulty of a similar kind before. (2)e Information might concelvable be

obtained from army records or from officers under whom he has served. (3).

Information should be oblained as to type of werk and behavior while at

General llotors Research Ccrporation.

Troatment:- Because of his total lack of interest and the dependent and

beresome character of his life, predisposing to melancholia)he should be'

encouraged to worlk and attempt to restore himself to normal lifec. Lvery

encouragement should be given him that‘he will recover and that his ime

potence and weakness will disappear. 1lis féar of death and continued in-

valldism, encouraged by what he has been told, should be combatted.

The matter of disablllity compensatior. should not be settled

until he has had a period of trial and mental treatnment, and under no
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circumstances should he nowr be given a sum of money as disability paye
ment. This purely from the poiﬁt of view of his welfare. The Lthyl
Gasoline Corporation should hold itself in readiness to c0mpensafe hinm
wvhen, and 1f, it be shown that he has an unconguerable disability.

Intaeview with wife and physicians indicated in order to obtain

understanding and cocperatione.
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Concerning lir. ‘

I have investigated the facts In hils case and
they are as follows:-

He has received no wages from the Ethyl Gasoline
Corporation since April 3,1925. His wages were discontinued
because of an award made by the Ohio Industrial Commission of
several hundred dollars. Thils was for compensation over a period-.
during which his wages had been continued by the T“thyl Gasoline
Corporation, and was, therefore, supposed to be pald to the Ethyl
Gasolline Corporation. lHowever, used thils money withe
out giving Informatlon to the company, and _for this reason his
wages were temporarily discontinued. Lﬁr.%_agreed to this
arrangement, llbre recently a ncw award has deen made by the In-
dustrial Comrnission at the rate of £18.75 per week beginning July
22,1926 and running up to larch 1,1927., The Dayton office has
received no information of this from Ilr,. but has beecn
s0 informed by the Ohio Industrial Cormission. o movement has
been made, therefore, by the Tayton office to reopen lre F
case with him, and it is my feeling that matters should be al-
lowed to talke their own course until such a time as he shall made
further claim upon the companye. At & time vhen such claim 1s
made, if 1t be made, his case should be reopened and he should be
given careful examination and some decislon arrived at as to wvhat
should be the subseuent treatment of his case.
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