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tires, hghts, power supply, load-engaging
mechamsm, Lft system, steering mechanism,
and signal equipment should be repaired be-
fore trucks are allowed to go back nto service
Operators should be prohibited from making
repans to trucks

The operating mechanism should be locked
“off” before repairs are made to any part of
a powered industnal truck

It 1s advisable to keep a detailed inspection
and repair record for each truck The mam-
tenance force should give each truck a
thorough nspection at stated intervals and a
complete overhaul after regular extended
periods of operation

Electric trucks

Handling and charging of storage battenes
for electnc trucks ntroduce several hazards
By weanng chemical goggles, rubber gloves,
aprons, and rubber boots, operators of charg-
ng equipment can be protected against acid
bumns durning refilling or handling operations
Wood slat mats, rubber mats, or clean floor-
boards will help prevent shps and falls and
will protect agamnst electrnic shock from the
charging equipment See NFPA Standard
505, Type Designations, Areas of Use, Man-
tenance ¢ Operation of Powered Industnal
Trucks, and NSC Data Sheet No 635, Lead-
Acid Storage Battenes

Battery changing and charging operations
should be performed by tramed and author-
1zed personnel Truck operators may or may
not be so authonized depending upon indi-
vidual plant setups

Battery charging installations should be lo-
cated mn areas designated for that purpose
Facihities should be provided for flushing and
neutralizing spilled electrolyte, for fire pro-
tection, for protecting charging apparatus from
damage by trucks, and for adequate ventla-
tion to disperse gases and fumes from bat-
tenes

When 1acks are used for suppoit of bat-
tertes, they should be made of matenals non-
conductive to spark generation or be coated
or covered to achieve this objective

When charging battenes, acid should be
poured into water, never the reverse A car-
boy tilter or siphon should be provided for
handling electrolyte If acid o1 electrolyte 1s
spilled on the worker’s skin or clothing, 1t



