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Gov. Scott Directs DBPR to Eliminate Licensing Fees for Puerto
Ricans Displaced by Hurricane Maria

CLEWISTON, Fla. — Today, Governor Rick Scott directed Florida Department of Business and
Professional Regulation (DBPR) Secretary Jonathan Zachem to issue an Emergency Order
suspending all fees required for occupational license applications for residents of Puerto Rico who
were impacted by Hurricane Maria and are now in Florida. This includes over 50 different individual
professional license types, such as barbers and realtors. By suspending fees, residents from Puerto
Rico will be able to obtain a license from the state more quickly and continue their careers in Florida.

Governor Scott said, “As families from Puerto Rico relocate to Florida following the devastation
caused by Hurricane Maria, it is crucial that we continue to do all we can to make it easier for these
individuals to rebuild their lives and provide for their families. Today, | have directed the Department
of Business and Professional Regulation to take immediate action to suspend licensing fees that
would hinder or delay recovery efforts so these families can get back on their feet and continue
successful careers in our state.”

DBPR Secretary Jonathan Zachem said, “Following Hurricane Maria, the Department is working to
provide necessary resources to help families and individuals recover and get to work more quickly.
We appreciate the leadership of Governor Scott in helping these families, and hope that by
eliminating burdensome fees, residents from Puerto Rico will be able to continue their livelihood here
in Florida.”

HiH

Sierra Club v. EPA 18cv3472 NDCA Tier 1 ED_002061_00010370-00001


mailto:sPressOffice@eog.myflorida.com
mailto:media@eog.myflonda.com

