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VISIT OF DR. KEHOE TO TIN FILLI-NG AND LEAD 
BLBKDIftlG INSTALLATIONS -  o UJMDAY 2 1 .1 1 .1 W .

D r. Kehoe in  company w ith  D r. Anderson and 
lie.  F .E .A . Thompson v i s i t e d  th e  Braim and P.O .D . F i l l in g  
P la n ts  and T in f a c to r ie s  on th e  morning o f  Sunday, th e  
2 1 s t November. ■

In  th e  Braim P la n t  100 Octane was b e in g  f i l l e d ,  
in sp e c te d , s ta ck e d  and loaded  in to  b a rg e . C ond itions 
du ring  th e  v i s i t  were g e n e ra l ly  b e t te r  th a n  average and 
no le a k in g  t i n s  were v i s i b l e  a t  th e  barge f i l l i n g  where 
th e  atm osphere was good. The t i n  f a c to r y  was in sp e cte d  
and D r. Kehoe co n s id e red  th e  v e n t i l a t i o n  o f th e  fumes 
from th e  so ld e r  b a th s  to  be t o t a l l y  in ad eq u a te  and 
recommended th a t  th e  whole system  shou ld  be enc losed  
in  an oven p ro v id ed  w ith  a  pow erfu l exhaust fa n . -

The P.O .D . F i l l i n g  P la n t  was o p e ra t in g  on Motor 
S p i r i t  a t  th e  tim e o f  v i s i t i n g  b u t th e  sp la sh in g  and 
s p i l la g e  were norm al and s im i la r  to  c o n d i t io n s  p re va i l in g  
d u ring  a v ia t io n  t in n in g . Here ag a in  D r. Kehoe c r i t ic i s e d  
th e  v e n t i la t io n  from th e  so ld e r  b a th s  in  th e  t i n  f ac to ry .

The p a r ty  th en  p roceeded to  th e  o f f i c e  o f  
Mr. P .C . E rre y , S u p e r in te n d e n t, S to rag e  & E xport and 
a sh o r t  d is c u s s io n  was h e ld  on le a d  b len d in g  p r a c t ic e  
a t  w hich Mr. G regor was p re s e n t .  A v i s i t  was th en  
p a id  in  company w ith  Mr. E rrey  to  th e  Lead B lending 
P la n t ,  Bawarda where le ad in g  o f  th e  a v ia t io n  s p i r i t 
was in  p ro g re ss . D r. Kehoe in sp e c te d  th e  o p e ra t io n  
and equipm ent a t  th e  A v ia tio n  B lend ing P la n t  a l l  o f 
which was s ta n d a rd  ex cep t th e  le a th e r  g lo v es w hich were 
b e in g  used  as s u b s t i tu te  f o r  ru b b er g lo v e s . S tack s o f  
empty and T .E .L . drums, and th e  la rg e  ou tdoor drums o f  
T .B .L . were examined. D r. Kehoe was a ssu re d  by Mr. Errey  
t h a t  th e s e  drums were b e in g  consumed in  s t r i c t  r o tat i o n  
depending on th e  tim e each drum had been on s i t e .

The m otor s p i r i t  le a d  b len d in g  i n s t a l l a t i o n  was 
examined and i t  was e x p la in e d  t h a t  much o f  th e  equipment 
had been f a b r ic a te d  in  Abadan and th a t  th e  same men 
employed in  a v ia t io n  s p i r i t  le ad in g  were a lso  employed 
f o r  motor s p i r i t  b le n d in g . D r. Kehoe ex p ressed  h im se lf  
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  e f f ic ie n c y  o f  th e  equipm ent.

D r. Kehoe recommended t h a t  we sh o u ld  endeavour 
to  reduce th e  number o f  b le n d s  p e r  man to  th e  f ig u re 
recommended by th e  a .E .C . o f  6 p e r  month and p o in te d  ou t 
t h a t  i f  a  r e l i a b l e  e s t im a tio n  o f  le a d  in  th e  u r in e  o f 
any le a d  b le n d e r gave le a d  c o n te n ts  in  ex cess o f  .1 K i l o ­
gram p e r  l i t r e ,  t h i s  m ust be ac c e p te d  a s  a  d e f i n i t e 
in d ic a t io n  o f  le a d  a b so rp t io n  and th e re fo re  as an i1*3-*"’.  
c a t io n  t h a t  th e  s a fe ty  p ro v is io n s  a re  n o t b e in g  compliett . 
w ith .
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D r. Kehoe w ished t o  know what, p ro v is io n ;, was 
made to  sa feg u ard  f i t t e r s  and e n g in ee rs  engaged in  th e  
m ain tenance o f  th e s e  b len d in g  p la n ts .  A lso what p re­
c a u tio n s  we w ere ta k in g  to  sa fe g u a rd  c a su a l lab o u r engaged 
on r o l l i n g  drums o f  T .E .L . and a ls o  what s a fe ty  p rec a u t io n s  
have been i n s t i t u t e d  in  view o f  th e  v e ry  la rg e  drum s to c k s
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o f T .S .L . to  cope w ith  th e  in c re a se d  r i s k  from  sp lash es  
o r d i r e c t  c o n ta c t o f  a l l  la b o u r in  Tank Farm A reas. He 
a lso  asked how th e  d iv is io n  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  was dec ided  
in  th e  un load ing  o f  T .E .L . drums from  sh ip s , p a r t  of 
which m ust o f  n e c e s s i ty  be th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  the  
T ran sp o rt D epartm ent, and w hether a l l  s e c t io n s  o f  our 
o rg a n is a t io n  who hand led  th e  T .E .L . drums were s u f f ic ie n t l y  
co n v e rsan t w ith  th e  r i s k s  and were i n s t i t u t i n g  t h e ir  
se p a ra te  s a fe ty  p re c a u t io n s .

ABADAN,
2 5 th  November, 194-3» 

/JB P .
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