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June 27, 1961

e
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M=, William L. Baillie " 47
Jardinc, Stephenson, Blewctt & Weaver ‘
First National Bank Building

Gre::t:i-'alls. Montana

Re: Zonolite Company

William E. £irth
Ccar Bill:

In reply to your letter of Jure 21 conce :’nihg the above -named, I think
that you are correct in your assumption that no claim has actually been .
{iled with the Industrial .iccident Board. None has been filed with us.

This man's attorncy came to the office and talked with me after our last
phone discussicn on the case. I think it was obvious that he knew that he
c¢id not have any grounds for a claim because ho kopt asking me whether
our company wculd make any sort of a settlement. I told him that we pay
insurance premiums so that our insuran:ze company will accept the respon-
sibility of handling anir claims of this nature. There was no poiat in our
discussing any sort of a settlement, that his only recourse would be to file
a claim with you.

I gave him your address and told him that it would be necessary lor kiin to
contact you as you are the adjuster for our insurance ompany in Montana.

He took your address and I was of thc opinion that he would have contzazted
you before this because {t was some time ago that we had our conversation.
Again, I feel that he knows that they have no clalm against us, but he was
just feellag us out to see whether zny settlement of any sort could be made.
For reasons obvious to you, I am sure we realize that we cannot make any
settlemncet and certainly would never agree to meke one ona voluntary basis.
Copies of the letter were given to me from this man's doctor, the first oze
dates May 11, 1960 and the lalest March 30, 1961. Fromthese it would
appecar that he is not pushing us very hard.

Sincerely yours
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Mre Tode Willlamy,

Managex Grant Indusbtzrios,
Division of Eddy Match Co.,
1030 = 8th Strest,

CAILGARY Alberta.

Desar Mr, Williams, '
In May of this year thils divisfon
initiated a survey of men vorking in dusty trades
including coal mines workers, briczk tile, potteries
and ce-amies plaats, zravel crushinz, lime and )
coment workers, etc.in order to secure quickly a
picturo ¢f problems involved and conditlong leading
to them, About 900 men were gilve breathing tests
and had 1} by 17 inch chost X-ra 's done.
Among thosse men were aine working in yowr

© Zonolite plant at Calgary. O{ them 7 produced forced

breathing curves suvggestinzg some degree of faulty
breathing. Of these 7 the radlologist of the Raker

.Memorial Sanatorium at Calgaryrsported two as

showing evildenca of pulmonary {ibrosis, two asa having
emphysema, one having both fibrosia and emphysema

and two with no abnormalitises, None of the n’'us had
active tubsergulosls,

This numbsr of men with breathing ahbnormaliti s
fa a group of nine 1a most unusual and puzzling. Tho
wabtorials uszsd in the production of Zonolite arc nob
genarally considered harmful oxcopt where ground
ngbestos ig added which 1s done in your plant only
ocoasionally, Howovrer, saoveral authorities havs
reportsd pnaumoconiosis rosulting from exposwro
to mlieca dusts. Sinco vermiculits Ls a micacoous
material this leaves ng somevhat uneasy, Wo are olt
the opinion that a more detailed study of theso
moen by a chest apecislist would be desireable., This

of sourse would involve rot only the expendlturs <’
“meaey but algso the acoveration of the mea gone

¢ va0de We would weloomw your somments on this. problem
We would also bo Interosted in knowlag whother

&)



vou have the results of Invostigations similaw

to owura availabls frowm tho othaw W sicm Canadian
plants expanding vermloulita, tnquiried have go o
out from this offlicc for furthoer iaf rmaticn on
the offescts of mica dusnta on the lungas and lueg?
funsblons of workers.

In the msantime It would sesm dssiradble
9 7 onsdder the advlisabillity of the mon In ths
Calgary plant wearing resplrators wuntil snovs
derinite conclusions rogarding tho problom ocan
bo roeachod,

A paragraph by our Chief Che. lst, Dr, H,
Buohwald,is attachod, doaling with our visit to
the Calgary Zonolite plant in Ssphembexr 'Sl avd
tho axamination of the dust samples collected
at that time,

We wish to oxpress our apprsoclation of
the scourtesioss and help extondsd to us 'y ~our
Supervigor of the Zonollts plant, Mr, Sohulds,
and Mr, Ralph Whito, Fnginser on your staff,
2t the tlmo of our Sopbember visit.

Towrs very teuly,

: d, 3lomeng, ¥.D,
Direotor, Division of tndustrial Health,
328 adminigtracion Bldg,

P.3, An axbra sooy of this Qottor L 2unlosed
zhonldd you roquidra L,



