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Amecrican Chemistry Council (ACC) and the American Fucl & Pctrochemicals Manufacturers
(AFPM).

We belicve that the Administration has already been provided with sufficient information
(including prior comments and the underlying petition for reconsideration on the HON rule) to
support an cxcmption covering all regulated facilitics or on a facility-specific basis. This letter
provides additional detail and support on the time-critical nature of the request for relict and to
address EPA’s request for information. We submit both in support of a category-widc grant, as
well as to provide company-specific information if the President pursucs a facility-specific
cxcmption action.

I. The lack of existing and cffective technology make the technology unavailable
within the regulatory timeframe.

The poor quality of certain existing cquipment make technology required by the HON
Rulc cffectively unavailable to Celanesce facilitics. The HON Rule requires that Celancse’s
Narrows (Virginia), Clcar Lake ( Texas), Bishop (Texas), and Bay City (Texas) facilitics install
tecchnology to comply with the HON Rule. Celancse’s cxpericnee with certain cquipment and
systems, howevcer, demonstrates that certain technology required by the HON Rulce is currently
incffective. At our Clear Lake facility, for example, Celancse installed a fenecline monitoring
system to monitor a HON regulated chemical in 2021, The system proved wnable to effectively
maonitor the pollutant, resulting in the facility having to discontinuc the monitoring program.

Cclanesc continucs to have significant concerns about continuing to commit significant
capital expenditurcs while the HON Rule is reconsidered by FEPA. The HON Rule requires
significant costs to plan, procure, and install certain unproven technology within unrealistic
compliance deadlines. Morcover, Celancse expects to compcete with other companics to hire a
limited numbecr of consultants to install technolegy. driving up infrastructurc costs, cxtending
project deadlines, and increasing the risk that facilitics must implement operation shutdowns to
install cffective technology past the HON Rule’s compliance dates.

2. Facilities may be required to shutdown operations to ensure compliance with the
HON Rule, thereby reducing production of key products that support the security,
economy, and public health and safety of the United States.

Presidential Policy Directive 21 Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience
(I’P)-21) advances a national policy to strengthen and maintain sccure, functioning, and resilient
critical infrastructurc. PPD-21 recognizes the chemical sector as a critical infrastructure scctor
whosc asscts, systems, and networks, whether physical or virtual, are considered so vital to the
United States that their incapacitation or destruction would have a debilitating cffect on security,
national cconomic security, national public health or safety, or any combination thercof.
Implementation of the HON Rule, however, risks millions of dollars in ineffective and costly
tcchnology requircments and operation shutdewns for a United States company that continucs to
play a central role in protecting the sceurity, cconomy, and public health and safety of the United
States. Ccelanesc 1s a more than 700 year-old U.S. headguartered (lrving, 1X) elobal leader in
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