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rain-tumor deaths at
Umon Carbide facility

Following the discovery that 10 em-
ployees at Union Carbide’s Texas City,
Tex. plant bad dicd of brain tumors, the
Occu:utional Safety and Health Adminis-
tratec s and the National Institute of
Occupational Safcty and lealth are
condducting an cpidemiological study of
R.000- 10,000 prescat and former workers
at the plant.
from a worker's complaint last November,
alleging an abnormal incidence of brain
" tumors among pcrsonnel in the company's
chemical-shipping area.

OSHA inspectors visited the plant on
Dec. 13, 1978, and Jan. 8, 1979, and
reported last week that examination of
Carbide’s medical records reveaied 11
brain-tumor cases, including 10 deaths.
Nine of the workers had dicd of a form of
cancer called glioblastoma multiform; the
living worker is belicved to have gliobiasto-
ma. The other employee died from meaingio-
ma, another type of brain tumor.

According to OSHA Administrator
Eula Bingham, “The total number of
brain tumors so far would appcar to be
higher than cxpccted for a plant popula-
tion thi§ size." At the start of the investi-
gation, which is expected to take about a
year, vinyl chioride monomer is the lead-
ing suspect. While VCM is most common-
ly associsted with angiosarcoma, a form of
liver cancer. several studies have linked it
to- glioblastoma. Sanford Leffingweil, a
NIOSH medical officer who is heading
the epidemiological study, cites a 1976
study by Richard Waxweiler published by
the Mew York Academy of:Scicnces, and
a later study by [talian researcher Cesare
Maltoni that showed an incidence of
Snother type of brain tumor in rats
expoied to VCM. A study supported by
the MCA also recognized an incidence of
ghioblastoma among the workers exposed
to VCM in its sample, -

Carbide says that the affccted workers
were exposed to VCM in 1950-1965, but

cvidence at this point is far from conclu-
sive. f.ellingwell says that other chemicals
in usc at the plant, including cthylenc
oxide and acrylonitrile, are possible causes
of britin tumors and will be examined. It is’
also possible, he points out, that the
numiber of glioblastomas could turn out
net to he excessive for a piant with approx-
imately 2,000 cmpioyees. In the period
since 194], there have been 455 known
deaths of Carbide employees at Tcxas
City, although all i0 in which brain
tumors were listed as the causc occurred
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in'the years between 1962 a d 1978

Shock Waves: Even the ten to
VCM has sent tremors through the vinyl
industry. On February.13, Union Carbide
plant manager Damon L. Engle sent a
lctter to employces at Texas City appris-
ing them of the brainscancer cases. A
similar letter was given to employces at
Carbide’s S. Charleston, W.Va,, lacility,
and other VCM manufacturers were
informed of the findings at Carbide. A
Dow Chemical statement cautions against
hasty correlation of the deaths with VCM.
Dow says that mortality studics conducted
recently at Freeport, Tex., and last year-at
its Plaquemine, La., VCM facilities faiied
“to show any indication of a similar situa-
tion. Both studics showed no dcaths from
brain tumors among VCM workers.”

The joint OSHA-NIOSH investigation

tcam is gathering data. As a result of |

ﬁndmgs to datc, OSHA is also investigat-
ing a “compliance complaint” at Monsan-
to’s operations.in Texas City and says that
it is possible that other plants will also be
checked, though none has been identificd.

Davis Layne, area dircctor of OSHA's
Houston officc says “We are just begin-
ning to turn the lcavu, and it all depends
on what turns up.” :

Stauliar’s beard 9iC’s
2-ior-7 siock spiit

Stauffer Chemical’s board last week
approved a two-for-one stock-split propos-
al that they will present to sharcholders on
April 18 for tinai approval. The move is
the latest in a string of stock-split propos-
als by such chemical companies as Du
Pont, Mubil Corp., SmithKline, and Car-
lisle Corp., (CHW, Feb. 14, p. 10).

H. Barclay Morley, Stauffer’s chair-
man, said the proposed split would help
bring the stack price, which was around
S40/share last week, down to a level that
would be more autractive and aifordable to
investors,

The proposal calls for boosting Stauf-
fer's authorization for shares to 70 million
from the present 30 miillion. Right now
there are about 219 million shares
outstanding, ond the largest sharcholder
among the board of directors, Christian de
Dampicrre, owns fewer than 2%.

The board also said that, if the share-
holders approve the proposal. the board
will consider boosting the second-quarter
dividend by 105, 1o 27.5¢/share alier the
split. The tnove would be in line with the
company's policy ol raising dividends 10
oflsct the cifects of inflation. Stautfer has
split its stock two for onc twice in the
past—in April 1957 and in May, 1976.0
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