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Technoiogy. was' formed in Cleveland. in 1914, paving

LEVELAND, long regardud as the paint capital of the
‘world. this year ceiebrates the hundredth birthday .
of the world's largest producer of ‘paint products, the

" Sherwin-Williams Co.. founded by 24-year-old* Henry

Sherwm in 1866.

Smctly speaking, in terms af gallons of paint produced
Cleveland ranks second to. Chicago, but as the home of
rnany ol' the well-known companies it the field and as’
the site of many-of the basic technological developmems
Cleveland can nghtfully clalm pre-emlnence in’ the

- industry.

Today, Sherwm-WIIhams along wnh some 20 other

_Yocal compams-mciudmg the ' Glidden - Company,

Arco, Ferbert Schorndor!‘er and " Excelsior  Varnish—
employ some. 3500 Clevelanders while another 2000 are
engaged. in related | aspa:ts of the paint, varnish:and .
ldcquer busmess Each year approumalely $50 million
wonh of paint - produc(s are produced in the Grealer

’Cleveland ares:

As long 2g0 as‘ 1870 Cleveiand had eslabhshed aself -

as one of the largest U. 'S. paint pmducmg areas and it i L
wa re that 2 pionieer panm manul‘acmrers association.
the Cieveland Paint. Varnish and Lacquer Assoclauun

laterito become the. respecxed Society for Paifit

the way. for a host of similar Drgamzanons which' pro-
vided . wsome of the first technologtcal s&aadards and
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mehculous reseqrches pcud off became

lhe founddhon for Sherwm thhcms busmess

. when Sherwin-Williams introduced its.

‘ready-mixed-exterior house paint, did a

.‘ reliable ready-to-use paint become gen-
* -erally available. It was this product that
© became the l'oundauon (ot the present. -

busuness

“Henry Sherwin came 'to Clevel.md in.
1859 from Vermont. He was 17 years:

old and his first job:in Cleveland was
as a-package wrapper in a drygoods

store. ‘Later-he found a:job as a book-
keeper -with ‘a. wholesale grocery firm
© and. begari 10 save his money and think’
-about his future. in 1866, when he had

the opportunity to” invest .in_a - paint

~ company. hehad saved $2,000 and with
“it he’joined the partnershnp ol' Truman
_-Dunham & Co. -
- “Sherwin plun.ed mto (he paml busi- .
" ness with all his energy.‘learning every-
“ . thing -he could about paints and. the .
" other :goods whichthe' firm" handled.
".~'Hisi,_one ‘dresm:; was 10’ manufacture
. _g'_p.ums.‘When the ongm.al parmershlp.‘_
. dissolved after three yc.m the business. -

was - divided ~at Sherwin's: suggesuonf

“The sother partners werk mxerested in
thseed oil.-while:Sherwin felt’ tiie paint

busmess was the i ield of the futiire.
Emergmg from the purtnersh:p with

' ‘; the firmys 'paint. interests, ‘he looked
- about for new partnersto’ Thelp him es-
- tablish'- his dre.lm These he found-in

" beware!
saying of the times. Sherwin shunned.

Edward Porter Williams and A. T.

‘Osborn, the latter subsequently retiring -
from the business. The new partnership:

was orgamzed in. lB70 as Sherwm-
Williams & Co. - e

* . The earliest ready'muxed paints which

appeared on the market were poor in

quality and soon’ gained almost: uni-

versal disfavor with the public.

**Chalk and water and let the public

was & discouragingly popular

the new paints at first, fecling they did

.~ mot merit manufacture and developed
" “a well-founded prejudnce against patent.;.

or machine-made pamts. ds they were

,_'known then. . Still, he dreamed-of pro-:

ducing a‘quality ready-to-use product

" and - he experimented extensively. at
. Sherwin-Williums® Cleveland plant. be<"

side the Cuyahoga River. -

“*His, ‘meticulous :researches paid’ offi. -
In 1880, he succeeded in developing a -
" suitable l'ormula. along with a milf that’

ground the plgmenls so fine that they .
“remaified. in suspension iin the oil ‘that™.
carried them. The produel put on the
m.nrke( that yedr. was superior to any- "
" thing 'then available, ‘whether in".pre-

pared:form or 10 be hand-mixed. The

mill which he had developed was pats
. ented and prov:ded the company with
a distinct manu_fae&urmg advantage for

_-years to come, - :
Henry Sherwin was a mild-mannered

man who believed firmly that the key to

-business. success is a quality product -
-and meticulously honest business poli-
“cies. 'He lived to help celebrale the
~ Fiftieth - Anniversary of the company.

when he said, "It was always my en-
deavor: to do everything | -could to

establish-a good reputation by giving -
g0od. measure and-good quality.. and -

to avond every trick_that would save a

" penny - at the expense ol ‘the. other

fellow.™
Ed Wllllams was more ‘gregarious. A

" Phi- Beta. Kappa. graduate.of Western
Reserve Uriiversity. he was a born sales- -
- man.with & hearty laugh and he was de- | o

© - lighted to sell the quality product his . -~

‘ quiet: Vermont parther manufactured. S
Up to the time'of his death in" 1903, he.. .- -
knew -every employee in the Cleveland

 ‘planit; many of whom confided s him.
‘and sought his. ad\.lce on their pcrsonal i

problems

UA third member’ ol' the e.xrl\. manaue-‘i ik

ment team was Sereno Peck Fenn. who ;.- © 0

Jomed the ﬁrm as-a bookkeeper and .
" was o serve “for many years. as vice:
,presndent and treasurer. Sereno Fenn.
© was!a.deeply religious man whose an- :
terests included the. Y.M.C.A_and ut ~
- was éndowments from .his estate_that’
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' wduld dény‘
lmms Fenn

"blll‘d & large md perm.mcnt busmess

rdahzed more of both lh.m I expected.”

- Earth’trademark  has ifself. covered the

in- use.’ “1t_has penetrated to virtually
every - inhabited corner of the ‘earth and

ery major language used by men.
: Prior to 1905 ‘the compuny’s trade-

the edge of -an artist's p.:lene It was

FEBRUARY, 1966

=

than for persomll ﬁnancial gain.. [ have- :

The Sherwm W:lhams Cover-the- !

~earth durmg the fifty years it has been
s.message has ‘been truanslated into "

" 'mark was a chameleon curled around - .

dcsngned by Henry Sherwm himself and o

1h idea came from-
c adverusmg mdn-

elfirm had hulc‘f‘orcxgn businiéss

e, ‘he ren thc slog.m might
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ne GUDDEN Ca.. like the cny of Clcvetand nsell‘ is
known fm' its dlversnﬁc.mon. a characwnsnc that im-
. part 5 strength‘ and stability to the company as it also does
10 the community. Today, 2 major factor in three prin-

L cipal business. fields—coatings. foods. and chemicals, -
.Glidden'is truly @ home-grown ‘industry. The firm was

- founded here in 1917 und has. in the intervening years,

grown o be an organization employing more than 8500 )
: persons in 40 plants. with hcenses and assocuted com: .. .

" R .- panies around the world.’

. But. it remuins a Clcveland company wnh the bulk:

“of producuon. m.rrkc.un& and - other pohcles guided

“from .Glidden’s corporate offices -on ﬁwo ﬂoors ol' the

ps Umon Commerce Building. ..~ .
+ it was:no coincidence that this muln-faceted corpcrl-

tion ‘grew up-in one of Anierica’s most industrially diver:

" sified " cities: "The taients-and  skills. of Clevelanders. g
. ~wellas. proximity of imarkets for Glidden's varied prod-
- ucls, are indecd . important - {actors -in .the company's
£ development . Dwight: P.. Joyce, company board chuir-
e man. ‘and chief executive ollicér, points out. .-

iThe present Ghdden Co. begun as a small iwo-plam .
opcr.\uon 49 years .:go—one in Cleveland located on ' .

.u.hson Ave., and the other in Toromo ‘when the: laie

Wi associutes “acquired. the' Imlc

'|9l7A the Gluhan Varnish- Co.
.mproxmulely $2 unllu‘)n’

- iasl August k)

crtased to eleven p.um pl.m(s throughout the country.

These formed the basis for the first of Glidden’s three -

hich was founded in 186S. In' "
“had _annual.‘salesof -
‘oday, Glidden r.mks among .
“the country's mcmt successfhl industrial orgamuuons. S
_with'sales of ne.:rly 5304 malhon in thc ﬁscal year ended %

By 1920; 'the cump.my's‘ two-pkm :oper‘mon had in"

An enampte’of Ghaacn resgares g
LB new aIeCIrOCOMING Drocess. e
O angtrated 8t Ghaaons Eiweod .
L Aveinue  Rassaren Center. whicn
"‘atlizes siectrolylic sction 1o apoly
-undorm ani unbroken protectve
o eoalm” 10 metal surtaces. . '

Tha Central Region plant, ot Medi-
. . 3on Ave. and Beres Rd., was the’
.. first. of Glidden’s coetings snd
resing plants in the United States.

rincipal operating groups—the. Coatings and Resins -
Group, originally called .the paint division. From it§ ~

..7i Cleveland base, Glidden added, among. others, linseed
~oil facilities, zinc and barym mines, and acqmred a new
R% pntem for making pure white fead pigment.

1n 1920, as a means of diversification, Ghdden acqmred )
a p_larn in Chicago, which was putto use producing mar-
garine and salad oils. In 1929, Glidden ncquired the E. R.
urkee Co. and consolidated all ol‘ lhe company’s food '
perations-. under “the: trade’ ‘name;: "Durkees Famous -
oods.™ Today, ‘Durkee's spices, condiments. shorten- -
ngs, and convenience foods are-marketed through the:

%’:Grocery Products, Industrial and Food Service divisions

not: only in Cleveland, but around the world-:by. the.

;Durkee ‘Foods Group. anolher of Glzddens operaung

groups. ) :
Glidden's thxrd major operlung umt is the Chgmlcals :

; 2 Group, which i in recent years has become an ,mcreasmgly
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s among the largev
ind ‘can. groduce v
the mdustry

: others in rhe Glidden organization is a conunumg pr‘
. conductad through the company’s munpower develop-

) school suffed by three full-time specialists, is condu

e of Clevel nd during the ‘past half<entury.

ment - pr r‘.tm Onesuch training and develop

at the ‘Madison Ave. plant for trammg mdnagem
sales,-und iechnical personnel |n the CoalmgSw
Resins Group. -

Located on West 110th St. off Berea Rd is Glldden s
Color 3tudio, symbol of the company’s stature in ‘the
commgs ndusu'y Designer of the Master Palene System
tich' a customer'can select from several thousand
entifically ‘blended shades at Glidden' retait
eri. the Color Studio serves:as a- decorating
consultam for schools;. institutions, ‘and mdu:zry—as
well as fo rmdmdual homes: .
“Alth u‘Eh ‘Glidden has expunded its p.um operauons

out the world, much of this growth has and will

uke place in Clevelund and northern Ohio. .
acquxsmon of the' Mucco Chemical Company SO

and

: in kahﬁe and its ‘Gates Engma:rmg Division: of th-
: mington Del has gtven Glldden a“line of ddheswes'

{ pdden Co. has ever ¢ built in this country. :j e
d en story, then, i s one that: ‘puraliels the sxory ;

it g thlt story of pl.mnmg «und 'enterprise, of growth S

‘und divér lﬁcuuon und | ‘of. aduptuation to the’ changmg

needs.of s socxcty. Ttisa typu:.tl Cleéveland story, fashioned
‘r.'vlcdl Cleveland company whose future as. its

, I‘oundmg as an umportam part of u\e cuy s economy.
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Changes‘ m :pcnnf mdusfry have been

quiet but colorfuﬁ revoluhon

- :\
S

v
'
. Arthur 8, mmon (un) Sherwin.
Wilti ditector, .
-+ with Jonn S. Prescott. executive .
. " vice president and t
techmcal directar. H

- THE CLEVELANDER

.0007-SWB-000005050

N11855.02

vy oae




‘ Assive changes adding up to a quiet but colorful
M revolution have taken place in the paint industry,
.-in tecent years. They: sprang from the research. labora.
. tories and-spread rapidly 10 the. manufacturing areas

xion ut ail of the com-
The work at the R
rway for some time

complclgly new plants now -
: ut Atlanta, the other near -
‘ incorporate the new

hese lechmques for more extensive
narrow the (olerances in qu.nluy

many more tmlor~mad: polymers
And'as we learn more about what
radation on exposure, we will surely : :

ec 'Y
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