
IN REPLY REFER TO:

Ba l t imor e Cit y  Hospit a l s
Fr ed er ic G. Hubba r d 

d ir ec t o r

4£40 EASTERN AVENUE
BALTIMORE* MARYLAND 21224

Oct ober  27,  1971

Dr.  Robert  A.  Kehoe
Depart ment  of  Environment al  Heal t h
Ket t er ing Laboratory, ,  Col l ege o f  Med ic ine
Universi t y o f  Cincinnat i
Eden and Set hesda Avenues
Cincinnat i ,  Oh i o  4521 9

Dear  Dr.  Kehoe:

Many  t hanks for your  let t er o f  Oct ober  18. I must  say t hat  i feel  t hat  my pediat r ic 
col l eagues in Cincinnat i  surely do not  know what  t hey miss by f ai l i ng t o w alk across the 
st reet .  This i s su r e l y  a problem t hat  spans across t he ent i re f ield of  medicine.  We are 

al l ,  t o a cer t ain ext ent ,  hesi t ant  t o move out  of  our  l i t t l e  niche.

1 have been ref l ect ing on t he fut ure course o f  my own work dur ing t he past  few 
mont hs and have j ust about  reached t he conclusion t hat  I should concent rat e a bi t  more in 
t he area of  porphyr in met abol ism.  In vi t ro st udies st rongly suggest  t hat  formed porphyr ins,  
such as coproporphyr in and prot oporphyr in,  are b i o l ogi cal l y  act i ve compounds w i t h t ox ic 
m et abol ic pot ent ial i t ies.  Furt hermore,  t hey are phot odynamic subst ances.  I qui t e agree 
w i t h you t hat  insof ar  as heme synt hesis in t he blood is concerned,  reduct ion in hemo­
glob in is t he signi f i cant  f eat ure.  However ,  I t hink we must  keep in mind t hat  t here are 
ot her heme enzymes in t he var ious t issues and t hat ,  insof ar  as we know,  each cel l  

synt hesizes i t s own heme for t he f ormat ion o f  i t s own hemoprot eins.  Inhib i t ion in  heme 

f ormat ion or  al t erat ion i n  f unct ion w i t hin ot her t ypes of  ce l l s cer t ain l y seem t o me 
import ant  areas for invest igat ion,  since al t erat ion in heme synt hesis in ot her t issues may 
be j ust  as import ant  t o t hem as hemoglobin is t o t he f unct ion o f  blood.

Agai n ,  many t hanks for your  recent  let t er.

Yours sincerely,
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