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Dear Dr. Kehoe:

I  have your l e t t e r  o f August 5, 1942 fo r  which I thank  you very
much.

The c la im an t in  th i s  case does no t appear to  have any e ru p tio n  
o r sk in  i r r i t a t i o n  on h is  hands o r arms.

The h is to r y  i s ,  th a t  f o r  th re e  weeks fo llow ing  December 18, 1941 
c la im an t worked a t  th e  Binghamton S ta te  H o sp ita l .  During two days he 
worked in s id e  a, huge steam b o i le r  sc rap in g  r u s t  from the  un p a in ted  i n te r io r  
o f  th i s  new iro n  b o i le r ;  th a t  f o r  a  couple o f  days he ap p l ie d  p a in t  to  the 
in t e r i o r  o f  th i s  b o i le r .  T h is p a in t  had a  g ra p h ite  base w ith  a  th in n e r  known 
as Sunoco S p i r i t s ,  the  l a t t e r  beiqg a  re f in e d  f r a c tio n  from petro leum  and 
belongs to  th e  c la ss  o f petro leum  p ro d u c ts  known as petro leum  s p i r i t s .  I t  
conforms to  th e  s p e c i f ic a t io n s  o f  the American S o c ie ty  f o r  te s t in g  m a te r ia ls  
fo r  petro leum  s p i r i t s  d es ig n a ted  D 235-39 and a lso  to  th e i r  s p e c i f ic a t io n s  
f o r  S toddard  S o lven t, d es ig n a ted  as D 484-4. These Sunoco s p i r i t s  do no t 
co n ta in  added in g re d ie n ts  o f  any s o r t ,  no r i s  a n y thin  in tro d u ced  in  the 
re f in in g  p ro c e ss . I t  i s  a  s t r a ig h t  petro leum  f r a c t io n .  I t  i s  in  i t s e l f  
supposed to  be n o n -to x ic  and obv iously  does not co nta in  any to x ic  m eta ls  
such as  le a d , b ism uth, m ercury, e t c .  and fu rtherm ore i t  co n ta in s  no benz ine.

C laim ant worked u n t i l  th e  job  was com pleted, approxim ate ly  th re e  weeks.

A f te r  te rm in a tin g  h i s  employment, p l a i n t i f f  had p a in s  in  h is  stomach 
p a l lo r  and a  f e e l in g  o f  g e n e ra l weakness; some d iz z in es s , lo s s  o f  a p p e t i te  
and two o r  th re e  days a f te r  q u i t in g  work was se n t to  the  h o s p i ta l  where the 
a t te n d in g  p h y s ic ian  d iagnosed case as  le a d  p o iso n ing , due to the  use o f the 
p a in t  c la im an t was u s in g  on th e  b o i le r .  I t  was b rough t to the a t te n t io n  o f  the 
d o c to r th a t  th i s  p a in t  d id  no t co n ta in  any le a d  b u t th e  d oc to r s ta te d  th a t  
n e v e r th e le ss  th e  c la im an t c l i n i c a l l y  had le a d  p o ison in g  and he gave him the 
Aub tre a tm e n t which a p p a re n tly  d id  n o t have any pronounced b e n e f ic ia l  e f f e c t s .
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In  May o r  Ju n e , f iv e  months a f te r  th e .d a te  o f  d i s a bi l i t y ,  c la im ant 
e x h ib ite d  some s ig n s  o f m enta l changes, accord ing  to  the d o c to r, b u t such 
changes were n o t n o t ic e d  by me a t  th e  h e a r in g  a t  which c la im an t t e s t i f i e d .

D uring the s ta y  in  th e  h o s p i ta l  the  re d  c e l l  count was around f iv e  
m i l l io n  and the  w h ite c e l l  oount v a r ie d  from 10,000 to  14,200. A smear from 
the gums fo r  V incen ts d is c lo se d  numerous sp ero ch ae tes and fu s ifo rm  b a c i l l i .
The a tte n d in g  p h y s ic ian  s ta te d  he found s t i p l e  b lood  c e l l s  and le a d  in  the 
u r in e ,  and th a t  on May 18, 1942 a  chem ist examined the  b lood fo r  le a d  and 
found 385 micrograms o f le a d  p e r 100 m i l i l i t e r s  b lood  and th a t  a  chem ical 
exam ination  o f  the  u r in e ,  350 micrograms o f le a d  p er  l i t e r .  .

D uring th e  p e r io d  January  to  June, 1942 c la im a n t’ s p h y s ic a l exam ination 
showed what an e a r  d oc to r d esc r ib e d  as  some nerve d ea fness.

The a tte n d in g  p h y s ic ia n  was unab le to  make any d i f fe r e n t i a l  d ia g n o s is .

I r e a l i z e  th a t  th is  i s  a  very  sketchy  h is to r y  o f thi s  case .

Do you ev er g e t  to  Syracuse or v ic in i t y .  I f  i t  should  be n ecessary  
to  have someone examine th i s  man and you can do th i s  fo r  me, what would your 
fee  be?

I t  i s  q u i te  p robab le  th a t  th i s  c la im an t has some obscure co n d itio n  
which has no t been a s c e r ta in e d .

I have the  books which you se n t me and hav ing  j u s t  re tu rn e d  from 
my v a c a tio n  today , I have not had an o p p o rtu n ity  to look  over them b u t I 
want to  a ssu re  you th a t  they  w i l l  be taken  good ca re  o f and i f  I may be 
p e rm itte d  to  keep them an o th e r week, I  w i l l  then retu rn  them to  you.
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