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Roc tidal* Mr. J. M. Wilkinson
Navcutla O ffice.

ACM/DC JMV/MA
To 1l JIWW
Copyi SM/SHa

CONFIDENTIAL 2lat February 1967.

Aabeatoa Insulation Cloth

1.C.1, Ltd.

Many thanks for your report of February
16th, which largely confirms Information which we hare
had from other parts of the 1.C.lI. Organisation.

It would seem, at any rate for the moment,
as If moat of T.B.A."* business with 1.C.I. In asbestos
m aterials, direct and through Witty A Wyatt, la not at
risk as most of It Is not used directly for Insulation
work. I will see that Hr. Edmonds and Witty A Wyatt
are advised of this.

We have also noted that I.C.I"Tbould be
Interested In treated oloths which we have produoed on
an experimental basis.

As far as glass cloth la concernsd, | have
certainly no wish to see Witty A Wyatt handling this,
nor for that matter aluminleed cloth, but do not take
any action until you hear further from us as | want to
find out what Mr. Edmonds has dlsoussed with Witty A
Wyatt.



TURNER BROTHERS ASBESTOS COMPANY LTD.

Office of Ofliln To
*m;.C TtV *i c
eci, »M
rals jrai/ia. Your Ref:- "fv).
porippnpr'TT *T. 16th Febr :arv, 1967
Thark you for y'-ur memo of the ?6th January. | have now seen
Mr. A. I». eiraes at T.C.l. Hillinghan. Hia official position is Head
of the ron-i-ieta] U c ateriala section of the T.C.I. Tees-side Materials
Croup, whose function is to test and evolunte, approve and recommend
all non-metallie materials which are used in any"of the 1.C .I. planta

on Tees-side.

He advised that they had conducted an investigation into the
use of asbestos insulation .materials at the instigation of their
medical advisors srd the conclusions which they had now reached were
that where It is technically or economically feasible, insulation
nateriTI3~wh-cn no not contain "asbestos shouia be used® «r. "lLxaes
“atressed tbat there was no ban on the use or asbestos and they~vill
continue to use it wherever circumstances demand but as yon suggest
In-your latter they will also continue to search for alternatives,
particularly for use on new plant and in new buildings where they
w ill endeavour to achieve asbestos-free areas. Gne of the main
roiflQn«-£D2”this is that whilst thoir medical advisors consldo&the
Fl:eeent precautions which they take when handling asbestos matierials

e.Ltfiie wearing of masks and theissue of free overalls, which are
laundered by the Company) to be satisfactory, these apply ohlyto
lagging personnel and whilst a job is in progress there are alaost
invariably other tradesmen or process workers in the vicinitypwfto
do not have this protection and to provide it in respect of theswhole
of the staff of the plant would not be feasible.

Mr. Eiraes confirmed the information riven by Darlington
Insulation Co. that the usare of asbestos cloth on inrulation work
at any of the 1.C.1. plants is small, consisting mainly of expansion
joints in the hard settinr and mattresses. As regards the latter,
T.C.l., in pursuance of tleir policy, endeavour to uso, where possible,
the v-lred type of mattress trith mineral wool or plassfibre filling
with rossibiy /-lass cloth on tro outer surface. here the temperature
does rot nermit this thov use aluminscd asbestos cloth.
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