
GeorgiaFfecific ^
intracompany memo
to *Sse Below

from g. E. Wilson

subject Joint Cement Products date August 18, 1976

location Portland

location

In view of the continued pressure and the petition to the Consumer's 
Product Safety Commission to ban the use of asbestos in joint cement 
compounds, we want to spell out our program to all concerned. This 
is basically what we are doing, although some changes in bag goods 
will be required.

First, all products designed for the do-it-yourself trade, i.e, the 
5-pound packages of dry products and 1-galIon Ready-Mix, will contain 
asbestos-free formulas. Thi3 program has been in effect and should 
not require any changes; however, if any plant has an inventory of 
these products that contains asbestos, it should be scrapped.

We should use up any inventory of containers with asbestos warning 
labels by the use of "asbestos-free" labels to be placed over the 
warning on the container.

Effective immediately, the only dry powder products in 25-pound or 
larger bags that will be sold will be casein products produced et 
Akron and Chicago. If you are producing any other bag goods with 
asbestos, you will eliminate this formula from your product line 
and have Tigard issue you an asbestos-free replacement formula.

You can ship your remaining inventory of finished products, and we 
want to use the inventory of bags by the use of "asbestos-free" labels 
to be placed on the bags.

We will continue to produce both asbestos and asbestos-free products 
in 4- and 5-gallon containers for applicators and work toward 
improvement of the asbestos-free product.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

GEW/cw

^Messrs. K. W. Brown - Acme
R. V. Favero - Marietta 
M. A. Palmowski - Chicago JS
H. W. Scharf - Milford
I. F. Weibel - Akron, NY

(Distribution continued on Page 2)

G. E. W
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T. W. Richards - Tigard Lab 
T. E. Withycombe
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In view of the continued pressure and the petition to the Consumer's 
Product Safety Commission to ban the use of asbestos in joint cement 
compounds, we want to spell out our program to all concerned. This 
is basically what we are doing, although some changes in bag goods 
will be required.

First, all products designed for the do-it-yourself trade, i.e. the 
5-pound packages of dry products and 1-gallon Ready-Mix, will contain 
asbestos-free formulas. This program has been in effect and should 
not require any changes; however, if any plant has an inventory of 
these products that contains asbestos, it should be scrapped.

We should use up any inventory of containers with asbestos warning 
labels by the use of "asbestos-free" labels to be placed over the 
warning on the container.

Effective immediately, the only dry powder products in 25-pound or 
larger bags that will be sold will be casein products produced at 
Akron and Chicago. If you are producing any other bag goods with 
asbestos, you will eliminate this formula from your product line 
and have Tigard issue you an asbestos-free replacement formula.

You can ship your remaining inventory of finished products, and we 
want to use the inventory of bags by the use of "asbestos-free" labels 
to be placed on the bags.

We will continue to produce both asbestos and asbestos-free products 
in 4- and 5-gallon containers for applicators and work toward 
improvement of the asbestos-free product.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

G. E. V.

GEW/cw

^Messrs. K. W. Brown - Acme
R. V. Favero - Marietta 
M. A. Palmowski - Chicago JS
H. W. Scharf - Milford
I. F. Weibel - Akron, NY
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5--.'iCT Joint Ce--r.t Products Aj.Mst 18, 1976

i

cc Messrs

Ms

E. L. 
0. E.
D. C. 
R. L.
E. B. 
C. W. 
T. W. 
T. E.

Aasen
Burch
Corkill
Dixon - for your information for 1977 
Hollingsworth - Wilm., DE - Gypsum 
Lehnert - Tigard Lab 
Richards - Tigard Lab 
Withycombe

Standards

V

\
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Georgiafecific ^ MESSAGE MEMO RANT

Gr

1 TO DATE
□ TELET

M A Palmowski 8/30/76
LOCATION

Chgo Jt Sys
U TELEX

SENDEft □ TELEG?

D C Corkill

cc: 0 E Burch - Portland (typed)

C W Lehnert - Tigard Lab ( THI8°°fYf °" ^

T W Richards - Tigard Lab (typed)

Have just reviewed your asbestos free Ready-Mix formula situation with Bill Lehnert

again. Your 1-gal formula is the formula you are to use to fill orders for 5-gal

asbestos free Ready-Mix. Any misunderstanding on this should be cleared up with

Bill Lehnert and Bill Richards right away.

-.v...... . --
9
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JOINT COMPOUND BULLETIN 
June, July, August, 1976

1. Quality Problems

a) Spoilage - Acme, Marietta and Akron have all experienced recent complaints 
with spoiled ready mix. Efforts are presently underway to determine the 
magnitude of the problem and to prevent further occurrence.

b) Grit - Acme had some recent complaints of grit in their joint cement 
products. Re-occurrence of this problem has been eliminated by discontinuing 
the standard shear test for grit and substituting instead screen analysis
for grit on all finished products.

2. Market Developments

a) Asbestos free ready mix 
Five gallon asbestos free is

All one gallon ready mix is 
available at all plants on a

now asbestos 
limited basis

tree.

) Competition - 
ree formulations

U.S.G. has apparently switched all production to asbestos

3. Formula Developments

An experimental lower cost asbestos free ready mix will be produced at 
Akron this week. The new formula has an estimated $.185 to $. 23/bucket 
cost savings. This has been achieved basically through raw material 
substitutions. We do not foresee any deterioration in working properties.

4. Raw Materials

a) Tape - Due to a substantial improvement in quality, Chicago and Akron 
have switched back to Marco tape.

b) Methocel - Methocel will be increasing in price from $1.33/lb. to $1.45/lb. 
October 1. We anticipate that Natrosol will have a similar increase shortly.

c) Five Gallon Pails - Our pail suppliers are now in a position to supply 
five gallon pails with asbestos free labels.

W. N. G.

WNG/gp

^Distribution on attached sheet.
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Distribution:

Mr. G. E. Wilson - Portland
Mr. 0. E. Burch - Portland ’
Mr. D. C. Corkill - Portland
Mr. T. W. Richards - Tigard
Mr. E. B. Hollingsworth - Wilmington
Mr. G. F. Fowler - Marietta
Mr. I. F. Weibel - Akron*
Mr. R. V. Favero - Marietta*
Mr. M. A. Palmowski - Chicago*
Mr. K. W. Brown - Acme*
Mr. H. W. Scharf - Milford*
Mr. E. L. Aasen - Portland

’’•'Recommend routing to all Quality Supervisors and Production Supervisors.

Received by

'Jp-P 0 9 1076

CYPSUM DIVISION
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