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Bubject ASEESTOS WOREERS UNTON b T .

Review of 1041

1. The issue was joined. e L SRR S
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2. Our health story was drawn together, R L T e N A
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8. Our strategy has been to attack each situation loeally, o - Q
: R A
Immediate Develomments Ahead for 1542 -:-"f,"' T et
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1. Siebert article to appear in January $ssue of INDUSTRIAL MEDICINE.
2. Oardner artiele in preparation for JOURIAL OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE.

Se Suleberger progrsm under way .

S'Erateg for 1042

Should it not be to take the of fensive?

The followipg plan is suggested:

ls Gether ac s weaponein-reserve an inpressive file of photostats of
medical literature on asbestosis. Available are two bibliographies (
covering medical literature to 1938, citing references to scores of
publications in which the lung and skin hazards of asbestos are
discussed. This file would cover five or six hundred pages, which
oan be microphotographed in the libtrery of the Surgeon General in
Washington or in some other medieal 1idrary.

2, () Explore through Aetna the feasibility of working out a plan
whereby our products 13adbility coverage oould be extended to
a1l memdere of the Asbestoe Workers Union wherever and when-
ever they are handling Fibergles products. This would involve
scme 2,000 workers all of whom would have to be X-rayed
(X-pays to be interpreted at Trudeau bty Dr. Sampson), and in
all probabllity given a physica)l examination before group
ooverage became effective on a set date.

(¥) If femsitvie, approach' Union leaders with offer presenting
Plen as follows:

(1)} A deponstration of Owens=Corning's willingness to work
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with A.F. of‘ L. Union Labor,

(2) A means of extending tc'Union members en construction jobs
the same kind of insurance protection and induetrial hygiene
precautions now available to workers in private industry.

" (3) An irrefutable demonstration of the willingness of a

reputadble commerscial insurance ooppany to underwrite such
e risk and of the mamufacturer to ocarry the premiunm cost,

If reaction is favorable, arrange for Aetna representatives to
present plen at Union/ district oonferences and/or meetings of
Jocals or at general convention of Union in fall of 1942. Presen-
tation to be acoompanied by distribution of Aetma leaflets ox-
pleining the insurance and telling the Fiberglas health story.

I resction ie unfavoradle, use the asbestosis weapon-inerese
to let them stew. We may be sure that word of" the proposal wi
reach competition and way give us a lever with which te go éirec
to the locals under the union's professed law of local autonomy.
This procedurs may provide an opportunity to promote dissension
in the ranke that oconceivadly could bdring about oversthrow of
the present Union leadership.

The proposal can be exploited publicity-wise to our advantage
either way,

If the reaction is fuvoradle, it is a step unprecedented in the
industry, taken by s manufacturer so sonfident of the absence o
unusuel hatard in his materiale that he has joined forces with
Aetns = at & rate more favoradle than could be granted to mny
competitive manufacturer = to protect and reassure labor and
assume liability attaching to any occupational hazard sttritu-
table to his materials.

If the reection is unfavorable, the way iz opened to spread word
emong the locals about the refusal of the Union officals to make
this protection available to the menbers and to play all the
stops op asbestosis., Implied is the threat to distritute to all
memders of the Union coples of the U,5, Fublie Health Bulletin
#24]1 on Asbestosis. ,

Principal advantages of the whole plan are that it would take out of the realnm

of rumor and gossip all the atories of injuries that are floating around, would
snable ue to document such stories, and would emable us to take the effensive

in telling the health story of Fiberglas where 4t would do the most good.
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EJN thinks there 1¢ ™the germ of a major stretegy here." BHe

sugrests .
1s Compilstion of asbestosis file, as suggested, C
2. Explcre with Aetne what we ocan get in woy of P ,.&.I
"autometic, piancla coverare” in neture of 9 .
public liatility....1dike coverage extended ty up(m Y4
s ceder chest manufacturer ageinet woth holes, .
K Peetrn ~
S. X" step - how to utilize and get results Aip B lan
&+ g0 to unicxz cold turkey and lay St on 1ine? elio ﬁ‘f“,'t:
. e
B, or - start witk people we know in wnion et

and build up eonficence in worker that he
is protected and there i¢ no riek? ;
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Queries:

l. %ould we have to do same in Fquipment field?

2, How would thieg affect our terms and oonditions of
sale?

T
Edward C. Ames
ECA/ow



