4i2 Twwoenty-first Congress—XNational Safety Council

in the stress of economy it has been necessary drastically to restrict all expenditures,
and dark because the economic depression kept our backs and shoulders bowed 10 the
Aorm which has raged around vs—dun diring all this stress, vou gentlemen of the
Saiety Section have carried the hanners of safery and safety first flying. and your
shock trogs have been supperting and Jdeivnding them and there has been no let-up.
While there have fwen let-ups in sther directions. there has Dernt no fet-up in this
ssiety movement, even with your depleted forces.

Nene, as we approach the crest of the hill. the slozan “33 by 33" floais down to
our cars ivom the thraats of theasands whose lives have been spared by the drive
jor safery. 1 see the higin rrowing clearer ahead and as we Jift our heads and throw
back our shoulders, ] see a smoother. hraader. Kghter pathway with more moderate
slope stretching away 1o the zreen meadows abave. The storm clouds are Lreaking,
the warm rays of the «conemic sun are gradually coming throuch: doubt and despair

are neoring their end.
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Report of Committee on Prevention of Highway Crossing
Accidents .

By H. A. ROWE
Manager, Claims Depariment, Delaware. Lackawanna & Western Railraad.

Kew York City

The sjesdier said in part: The Comumittee 35 again gratificd to be able 1o announce
a furtiner telction o grade crossing accidents, futalities. and njuries in 1931 az
conppared wish 30 Thes we have had three comsecutive years of progress in the

s o wTeesitie © .. the records Being as iollows: 1931, total accidents 4,100
killei 1811 injured 2 . 1930, accidents 4833, killed 2020, mjured 3.517: and in
J9 there was a slight reduction.

The yeur 1928 was the peak year in railread crossing fatafities, since which tine
the sednction of such faalities has been 757 per year, the 193] record being bt one:
aneere Killod than in 1922 when the careful crossing cmpaizn was inangurated.

The cntstanding accompliiment of crossine accident reductiom can he hetter grasped
wisn we nede that moter vehicle fatalities an streets and hichwars in 1922 were
13670 tant in 1931 there was an increase of 8913 deaths or 139 per cent.  During
this ~ame 10-year perid there was an increase of but one death at railroad crossings.

A very important fratare of the commatee work has been the carciul crossing
canvaipn which has comtinmel 1 enlinn the interest and coperation of nany organi-
zations and the semeral public. Thic has been furthered by eeneral pmblicity, the
regular pesters inftiated inr this.special campaigm and other literature,

Tiuring the past year the Natmal Saiety Council has heen active in its educational
campaizn jor the preventisat of accidents. and in its May, 1932, issue of the National
Safety News contriboted 3 most weeiul and illuminating frontispiece. The crossing
aceident sitaation was stressed in the same issue of the Neses. and in many other
respects tie National Sadety Comnedl has shown decp interest in conperating in the
prevemin of crossing accitdems, .

(qqmirtasity is presented inr a fuller enjoyment of the facilities offered by the 41
Copummity Safety Commeils assaciated with the National Safety Council. Collec-
tively. 30 Councils reach 808000 school children throngh 3141 meetings. Railroad
saivty representatives. cooperating with such local Councils, have an excellent oppar-
tumity of extending the pospel of careiul crossing over railrcads. These Councils
hold vast nombers of other mevtings and should he regrarded as fertile soil.
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. On May 18, 1932, the Committee put into efiect a check of vari i
m throughout the natiun, 1o determine the character of mcuaﬁ:‘rf::t?uglzgmﬁ
r.h train and \'du_n.dar, 10 note the performance of duty by railroad employees, and

e care or hfk of care excraised by vehicle drivers. The survey was made by 66
railroaz.ls in 47 stares ior an B-hour period at 302 crossings, at ‘which atl types of
protection were represeiied, including the triple standard cross-buck signs. While the
survey was in progress, 4,394 trains and 330,434 motor vehicles passed by.

Qi the drivers thus under observation, 75 per cent exercised reasanable care; 13 per
xc::x‘ were classed as det_mndy re_ck!ss and 12 per cent were on the bon'l:r line
dr.\.‘ec.ni a.are and lack oi care Seventy wmstances were noted in which motor car

ivers ha particelarly arrow escapes from injury. There were 143 instances where
dn\crs. oi schoul buses xall:d.lo bring their buses 1o a stop at crossings.

It was not.ed ﬂm. 3215 of the train movements over crossings were preceded b
yroper warning whistle sigoals. i 681 such moveents the warning by bell w: d
aQu;uartc._ AIIu\\;ﬂ:ﬁ were made where the crossing signals were omitted beca se
:_ n;mur:ap;l! ordmznc:‘ s, A munl.x_r of instances were iound where the signals gi\'u:
¥ ng. su:gﬂ:;:m: were sufficient to warn, bt not in swrict accordance with

Address
By HONORABLE W. N. DOAK
Secretary of Labor, United States Government, Washington, D. C.

The speaker said in part: 1 am in i i
] : terested in the saiety movemen iall
;:l:i railroads. !n an address 1 gave the other night, 1 said I was \'c!;'ycsg;raﬁadg‘ml]
ad d:w:id)‘:r‘:ld ,h;rom ;llxe u:m\':rsny oi hard knocks, that ] had come up through ali
3 ships, an t by choice I had entered several v occupati
that was consu‘l_v:rtd the must hazardous oi occupations, but :nﬁc::c:g:ﬁ:z whicxl’: (l:sn
Ilm:n removed irom th'al hazardous class and has become one of the leading non-
mlzardous occupations in the country today. ¢
waut 10 congratulate the sajety first men on these railr 1
1 0 ; : . oads on the w
iui:l- ll'xr_;"lm.e done in educating x.he railroad employees as to the va!::: ::fm s::'::ul
mew all railroad men are grateiul for the interest that has been taken by e
manaY gc;m:m them:clves. o by the
ou have done a wonderiul work ior the protection i il
) K T v ot only oi th -
:;:_\“c:ulét:l’;r l?ctprotcchl;un of the public. The public, 1 hm)qnilc :mr:'ll;::: ;?)'u
Y m what you have tried to do to cut down accidents, whi
;’:rpml:\'c but .dangc_rons bmh to the public and to empluyecs, 'and ;houircmﬁ?mﬁ{
saic:- education of both railroad employees and the public at large, through this
saf d)‘m n:omcna: imstcml a \\'ondt‘l:m] success. 1 hope you reduce accidents uniil
d ave any. But the accidents at grade crossings,'ol' cours -
:};;.-lr:;?}xnt::nréxlruads :'md cmpl.oyn:cs. This grear public that is to:;p;:lgn:‘-il‘l‘;h;l;t)x
1= somctimes at fault. You arc doing, howev 3 ful j
I hope you will meet with the same success in uml}‘lxxu:‘c‘ct‘lg )am;whtzu\!:ﬂl:l J:Zb p:::'

The Railroad Trespass Evil
By H. L. DENTON
General Superintendent of Police, Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
The speaker said in part: This problem is one of grave concern to the railroad

:_uilrc :mcc;. and une which is constantly requiring his auention, During the past
L S Y -3 3 i ¥ i
vears there has been a very large increase in the number of adult trespassers




