STATEMENYT DELIVERED BY HerBeRrRT L. LEVINE IN BEBALF OF THE SPRAYED
XiNERAL FrBzrR ManurFacTURERS' Assocurron, P.0. Box 427, WEksrrIELD,
¥.J. 0709, BeroRE THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL Pnorzcrrozv oF
Tur Comrcn, oF rae Crry or Nzw Yorg, Jawnvary 27rm, 1971,

Tax MEMBRS OF THE SPRAYED [{INERAL FrBer ManvuracTurers' Assocrarrow,
WHO MAKE ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS USED TO FIREPROOF LARGE
BUILDINGS, APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HERE TODAY. WE HOPEK
SHAT THE COMMENTS WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN HEARING ABOUT ASBESTOS WILL
¥OT PREJTIICE YOUR OPINION AGAINST ASBESTOS., 1 S4Y THIS, BECAUSE
IT HAS ALIEADY BEEN ANNOUNCED FREQUENTLY AND FORCEFULLY THAT NEw
Yorxk CITY IS GOING TO BAN THE SPRAYING OF ALL MATERIALS CONTAINING
ASBEST0S. WK HOPE THAT ASBESTOS WILL NOT BE CONVICTED WITHOUT AN
APPROPRIAYE HEARING, AND WITHOUT ADEQUATE CONVINCING SCIENTIFIC
PROOF THAT IT IS HARMFUL TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC,

¥ FIND BY SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT A BAN ON SPRAYED ASBESTOS,
SuyPPOSITIIN OR SPECULATION IS INSUFFICIENT REASON TO LEGISLATE 4
PROVEN PRIDUCT OFF THE MARKET.

87 COURSE, THE HEALTH OF THE PUBLIC IS, AND RIGHTFULLY S0, THE
BRIME CONSIDERATION, WE APPRECIATE THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT THE
€rry Couwszrr 4anp CITY OFFICIALS HAVE, BUT WE URGE YOU NOT TO BE
RUSHED IN*0) A POSITION THAT HAS NO SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT, AND WHICH
XICHT BX 4 DISSERVICE TO THE PUBLIC,

TRE SITUATION INVOLVING SPRAYED ASBESTOS HAS BECOME DISTORTXD AND
ENMOTIONAL. AS 4 RESULT, MEMBERS OF OUR ASSOCIATION ARX FACEDWITH
PHE THREAX OF LOSING THEIR RIGHT TO NMAKE AND SELL 4 LEGAL PRODUCT
WHOSE VALIE FOR SOCIETY HAS BEEN PROVEN BEYOND QUEKSTION THROUGH THE
CENTURIES.

¥zw York XITY RECENTLY INSTITUTED REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE SPRAYING
AF ASBESTIS CONTAINING MATERIALS., THESE REGULATIONS ARE BEING
FOLLOWED FILLY AND CAREFULLY, AND THEY ARE ACCOMPLISHING THEIR
BURPOSE OF KEEPING ASBESTO0S DUST FROM ENTERING THE AIR AT
SONSTRUCTEON SITES. JT0 PROPERLY PROVE THIS, FIELD STUDIKES HAVE
3XEEN MADE IN OUR BEHALF BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES LiAB® ATORY

2r Moune Finar HospPrralL, wHICH IS HEZADXD BY Dr, IRvIine J, SELIXOFF,
@NE OF THE MOST RENOWNED AUTHORITIEZS IN THE WORLD ON ASBESTOS AND
ATALTH, 8IS LABORATORY, STUDYING ASBESTO0S AIR LEVELS IN THE
FICINITY EX¥ SPRAYING OPERATIONS WHERE THE Nxw Yorx CITY REGULATIONS
4ERX BEINE CAREFULLY FOLLOWED, WAS UNABLE T0 DETECT ANY INCREASE IN
£3BXST0S MR LEVELS IN SURROUNDING AMBIENT AIR. IN OTHER WORDS,
R, SELIKYF STATES, ADEQUATE PRECAUTIONS CAN PROVIDK EFFECTIVE
ZONTROL,
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Syr ASSOWATION RECENTLY ISSUED A CODE OF PRACTICES FOR SPRAYING,
2HIS CODX CONTAINS PROVISIONS MORE STRINGENT THAN T4i: CITY'S
FEGULATIBS, WE HAVE DISTRIBUTED COPIES OF THE CODX THROUGHOUT THE
TOUNTRY MD ARE URGING MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS EVERYWHERE TO ENACT ITS

BROVISION INTO LAW,

& HAVE ©NE FURTHER IN OUR DESIRE TO HELP MAINTAIN IN New YoRX THE
ILEANEST AIR POSSIBLE, WKk HAVE SUGGESTED To THE New Yorrx Crry
¥ILDING COMMISSIONER THAT A SPECIAL INSPECTOR BE EMPLOYEZD T0 CHECK
JAILY ON SPRAY FIREPROOFING WORK GOING ON IN THE CITY. THE INSPECTOR

'FOULD ACIALLY BE HIRED BY THE BUILDING'S OWNER OR AGENT, BUT WOULD

3 RESPORIBLE ONLY TO THE BuILDING COHHISSIONEB. Tue INSPECTOR
FHOULD BX A QUALIFIED PERSON WORKING FOR AN INDEPENDENT, CERTIFIZXD
™STING ® INSPECTION AGENCY APPROVED BY THE Crry BurLpinc DEPARTMERT.
4% ALSO ERVE RECOMHMENDED THAT SPECIAL INSPECTION PROCEDURXS BE
INCLUDED IN THE CITY'S BUILDING CODE,

¥r MAIN-QUESTION IS WHETHER AIRBORNE ASBESTOS IS A HEALTH RISK TO
X GENERML PUBLIC, [MANY SCIENTISTS HAVE BEEN STUDYING THIS AND HAVE
ILPORTED FINDINGS INDICATING THAT NO SUCH HAZARD EXISTS.

- IR, SELIXIFF RECENTLY WROTE: 'WHILE THERE IS AT PRESENT NO EVIDENCE

¥ COMMUMITY RISK FROM ASBESTOS FIBRES IN THE AMBIENT AIR, IT IS ONLY
IJDENT, ISPECIALLY WITH OUR CONCERN FOR REDUCING GENERAL AIR
MLLUTION, THAT JOB-GENERATED DUSTS AND FIBRES BE PREVENTED FR2M
IIFTING INTO THE COMMUNITY AIR, "

X HAS rumrHER COMMENTED: "ApHERENCE 70 New Yorkx CITY'S REGULATIONS
PR THE AIPLICATION OF INSULATING MATERIALS THAT CONTAIN ASBESTOS WILL
EXEVENT AESTOS DUST FROM ENTERING THE AMBIENT AIR, THESKE REGULAT-
IINS WILL ALSO KEEP ALL OTHER INSULATING DUSTS FROM CONTAMINATING THE
errY 'S AFEZ AND WILL ALLOW THE INSULATING AND FIREKPROOFING OF

BEILDINGS T0 PROCEED IN SAFETY.'

&, Crorci VW, Wnicar oF CLEVELAND, ANOTHER NOTED AUTHORITY WHO HAS
EXEN STUDSING ASBESTOS AND HEALTH SINCE 1948, Has wrIirTrEN: "THE RISK
T THE GERRAL PUBLIC POSED BY THE MOSTLY INTERMITTENT EXPOSURE TO
X LOW CHWCENTRATIONS OF ASBESTOS LIKELY T0 BE PRESENT IN THE
AIZIINT AR HAS BEEN EXAGGERATED BEYOND THE LIMITS IMPOSED BY. THE
ExOWN FiCm, " '

I, Txopaxr Vun DELLEN, AUTHOR OF A4 NATIONALLY SYNDICATED MEDICAL
CXLUMN, HB JUST WRITTEN ONI ON ASBESTOS DUST. HE SAID ONLY MINUTE
AMYOUNTS OF ASBESTOS DUST ARK INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY AIR POLLUTION AND
EBDICATED FHERE IS NO HEALTH HAZARD TO THE PUBLIC., THOUGH PEOPLE MAY
IMALE ASESTOS FIBRES, HE SAID, "70 OUR KNOWLEDGX, THXSE BODIES DO
®E HarM, "



e

I¥ 1DDI?I0X TO SPONSORING STUDIKES DURING SPRAYING OPERATIONS, OUR
ASSICIATION ALSO HAS HAD RESEKARCH DONE INSIDE A BUILDING WHERX THE
PLEXUM ARZA BETWEEN TRE SUSPENDED CEILING AND THE FIRKPROOFING
MATIRIAL WA3 USED FOR CIRCULATION OF RETURN 4IR., THESE PLENUMS,
THEIEFORK, 4REX LINED WITH ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIAL., THIS WORK,
DOBE BY A4 LEADING TESTING ORGANIZATION, PRODUCKD SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS.
TEE CONCENTELATIONS OF ASBESTO0S FIBRES AND TOTAL PARTICULATE MATTER
R4MGED FROM 1,2 70 2.7 FIBRES PER LITER., UONTRAST THESE FIGURES WITH
THE THREZSHOLD LIMIT VALUE .of 5,000 -~ I REPE4T, 5,000 -~ FIBRES PER
LIZSR SET BY THE ANERICAN Conrzn.mvc: OF Gormnrzu'zvub InpusrrraL
HycsEnrsrs, THIS LATTER LIMIT BEING FOR OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE.,

ALS2, OTHER REXSEARCH SPONSORKD BY THE ASSOCIATION FAILED T0 DETECT ANY
ASBESTOS FIBMES OF RESPIRABLE SIZE IN THE WORK ENVIRONMEINT OF THE NEW
Fromal, Burioinc 1N NEwuark, N.J, OR IN THE MAIN ROTUNDA OF THE TRUNS
Wortp AIRLINES TEXRMINAL AT J.F, KEnnEDY Arnporr, Nzw Yorx, unD BoOTH OF
WHIT WERE TREATED WITH ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS.

FHEZ IS A GERXAT AMOUNT OF SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE AVAILABLE ON ASBESTOS.
WE myx SUMMIRIZED SOME OF IT AND HOPEX YOU WILL TAKE TIME TO READ IT.
I? I IMPORT4NT AND PERTINENT, WE WOULD BX HAPPY T0O PROVIDE YOU WITH
FOLE COPIES 9F THE REPORTS AND OTHER MATERIAL FROM WHICH THIS SUMMARY

WAS IERIVED,

SCIKSTIFIC FINDINGS SHOW THAT AIRBORNE ASBESTOS IS NOT 4 HAZARD 70
THE 2UBLIC., HE HOPL THIS COMMITTEE WILL CONSIDER THESE FINDINGS, AND
THE 2XSTIMONY AT THIS HEARING, AND CONCLUDX THAT BANNING SPRAYED
ASBEXTOS IS BNNECESSARY AND WOULD NOT SERVE ANY USEFUL PURPOSE
WHATIOXVER, #E URGE YOU TO CONSIDER THAT THE CITY'S REGULATIONS ARK
BEINEZ FOLLOWED AND THAT OUR INDUSTRY IS HELPING HAINTJIN A CLEAN 4IR

INVIEONMENT BEGARDING ITS PRODUCT.



