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LETTER TO C A L JF C & 'iA  EMPLO Y tR.S WHO USE ASBESTOS 

SL’BJ £CT . R eporting  Asbestos Use 10 Cal/OSHA
The purpose o f this Ic il tr  is ra m ake you sw atr lhac Culiforr.ia em ployers who ust asbestos 01 certain 
asbcstoj-conuining m i te tu l i  are required to report such ujc a» pari o f  an expanded S ta te  program tit 
prevent job-reJaicd cancer. Such reports must be filed in '"riling  prior 10  Septem ber 1, 1977. w ith  the State 
Division o f Industrial S afety, A 55 C olden C are Avenue, San Francisco, CA 9-4 3 02. After S ep tem ber 1, 
em ploycn face 3 ISOO fine for falling to report asbestos use.
The State’s new O ccupational Carcinogens C ontrol Act, which lo o t  effect on January 7, 3 97 7 , requires 
State government to exercise strong leadership to prevent exposing employees, em ployers an d  o thers to 
w bcstoj and 7 5 o ther Srate-regulcted cancel-causing substances in the work place. Asbestos Ls included in 
1 his group of substances, because it Ls a known cause o f cancer in hum ans.

r e p o r t i n g  a s b e s t o s  u s e

The new Occupational Carcinogens Control Act directed [he State Occupational Safecy and Health 
Standards Board tu ad o p t regulations requiring em ployers ujirtg cancer-causing substances. Including 
asbestos, to subm it a w ritten  report regarding such use u t any Incident which rescilis in the  release o f a 
potenriaUy hm ardous am ount in to  any area w here em ployees may be exposed. As a rcsulr, th e  Standards 
Board amended Section 52QB of-Ticle B o f the California Adm inistrative Code by adding a n ew  subsection 
(1). Tbit subsection, which describes the new reporting requirem ents, is reproduced below. We urge you to 
tare fully read this new requirem ent and report any uses covered on or before Septem ber 1, 19 77.

U.l R eport o f U»e. Not la id  th in  Septem ber ] , 3977. em ployeii aball rrpuri the in fo tm d iu n  requited  b j  
S ub icccon  ¡1} 1.7] id the C hief o f ihe Division o f industrial Safety, -155 C otdrn  C»te A*cnue, S'»n Xrxncijco, 
C ab fu tn u  9 4102 . A fter Septem ber 1, 1 97 7 , the In form ation required by Subsection t*H7j sha ll be c ipo ried  
p riat ca ihe co m m encem en t o f  m y  new, tre.rrporled opera lion o r process covered by ta c it Orde tt
N O TE: Jr is n o t in tended  ihct each activity lutcU.in para graph |1)( I ) involving a x b u to t 01 a ib e i 1 o t-com aj fling 

producer br repo rted  upon  roch u ie or activity . A ntic ipated  p rc ic n r in d  future use ra p o a trd  ininsJly 
ii tu fS cien r :o com ply wliK ihis »ettiun,

(l) Operating nnd Processing Requiring It-eportir^
|A] Any use, handling dupoijl, proccaiing, manufacturing, packaging dt repackaging of aibenor 01 asbestos-containing product! which require labeling by 3ubircrion [i)‘ of thu loction,
10] brake repair and clu tch  repair opetacioni w heat aibeato i-con taln ing  fticrlonaj materi-xla a rr  piocessed 

in a m anner which m ay product airborne aibeJta»  fibcri, sorb  as grinding, landing, d rillin g , brake shoe 
am ing an d  beveling, ur removing »«ben or-c o u tlin in g  dijrr w ith  ccrmprnuird air. AulointnivC  repair 
facii,tic , urblch are reHeicrcd with ihe S tarr Bureau o f A utom otive Acpturi meet the tejpairation 
lo q u lrcm cnu  o f  cliia ru bparagreph, but arc nor otherw ise exem pt from d iii Section.

JCJ MaiaiieAxnca, con struc tion , repair, renovation, dem olition  or vaiiage l e e m i e i  in which any m ltrr iw i 
con tain ing  m ate  than  life aibeato j (dry w eight) arc vartded, ground, ab u sive  blare esi, raw ed, cut. 
rhoveled . rem oved, or other-wire handled in icdb m anner th a t arlreatrri dust would be m ire d .

fD] Any o ther use w hric  em ployee exposure c tc c c d i the cor.ccnrrstlona u i airborne Ttbcrv given in S ubicctio tt i.a),*
'S e t S tate General In d u itry  Safely O rd cn  Section 3208.



NOTE: The c id inary  u * .  h an d lin g  or tnm U acion  a t product« whkk do n o t  require labeling unde» S u t .rc u o n  
{¡)* j j ,  rx cm pt from  the rc p o n in l req u u en 'en a  Example! o f  ncmJ»l>ti*d product« incJude. btit are 
not Itm iwd to , vlny ltn b .n o «  floor rile. resilient ih tc«  flooring, packing«, and gw kttJ, fib ra ted  J ip lia lt 
coating) and costed  asbestos cloth.
Operations such ns ic u i l ,  wholesale, warehousing. Tram parUiirm  or d iitrib u ilo n  o T p ro d u c ti requiring 
labeling are caem pi from re p o ilin j ir.^uir erne m i providus£ such peodvetp are han d ltd  or stored in 
scmled or unbroken concai/’rra,

(2) R eporting Require m en u .
(A) The n u n c  o f  the em ployer ana (In a d d ic te d ]  o f rh r pl«cr(ij o f em ploym ent.

Whore ih c it  are m ultiple lo c iu o m  whert «m ployoti m ay he capoved to afbd lcu -co n ta in ing  
material* infraqucntlv (such u  public cn iiiy  vau ltsj, site em ploye» may provide a general d f/c rip ricn  
of sj<h p o u n d « ! c x p o iu ro  ahd che nature *nd ey pc of auch location* in lieu of id cnxifying e«-eh 
separate location.

(B) A brief oescripdon o f *Jte wayl*) in which the tubeivoi or aabciioi-containing product (i] arc to  be 
pro ce iled , Kindled , u ied  at transported .

(C) The cJlim aicd num b er of employees potentially  cupoie d.

*D) The a ib e ito K o n tn ’m in i r ; a d  tcrU ) bcinp or m anufactured  or the ty p c(j) ol itru c iu re ls )  being  
co h itruc ied , dem olished Or re p l ie d ,

|E ) The noma* m d  ad d ress*  o t *»y eoliccrwr ta r  joining reprcje mauve* or oihor icpreinn ta tiv u  oi m e 
a ife c u d  em ployees.

[F ) Em ployers with tem porary jo b iiirs , such «a construction  or dem olition need register irich th e  
Division only Dnee. Such rtg ij n a tion  u  v*lH only on condition that the work i.i prTft>rrncd by che 
u m i  em p lo y «  and ihx i p rio r 10 the com m encem ent o f  each work w hen tnow n  In a d v ic e ,  the 
em ployer notifies the appropriate District OfBre by telegram, U tter, o r a  telephone c^l] which shall 
be confirm ed in w riting  Indicating ihe location wad fo m m rn C in u n i of the activity.

(3) Inxidrntt- Any inciden t, accident or «mtitgcrury resulting trr a know n fxpojLiie o f ar. employee, unp ro tec ted  by 
an appropriate respiratoi* to  u b e s to s  fiber» in ra c e «  n f  the lim iu prescribed by Soc:lon 52081*),* *haJl b t 
reported  in writing to the Chief o f  the Division o f  IndtuirisJ Safely w ithin  15 riayf o f  fhr inadcni*  The rep o rt 
th*Jl include the following In foimarion.-

(A) The nu/Q be.- o f  em ploy re?, ovcr-rarpuird.
{B) The drcurr»3t»ncei ju n o u n d in g  the tr*-cr-e«posvre, including the process, operation or jo b  involved.
(CJ The rULlT o f any env ironm ent ppmlyscs done ic  m o n ito r em ployer exposure cr to  define che hai&rd.

(DJ The itep s  taken, or being taken to prevent a ircu n sn cr oj to avoid future over-exposures.
(E) The p roduct being m anufac tu red  or ihe iype o f s iruciurc being repairrd, constructed or dcm olijhed,

(4) Porting A copy o f  e**h report  requited by thii  Subsecrion fh*JI br powed1 by chc employer in th< loearion or 
So ex cions where asbestos i* used, oi where other r.oriccs arc nornnUy posted, which ihall be conspicuous to 
affected em ployed .

4Scc Simla C m  rial Industry  Safety Orders Section 520B.



THE REPORTING PROCESS
As you will naie frnm the regulation, the re porting  process is not com plicated. All an em ployer must do  is 
send a letter to che Chief o f the Division o f Industrial Safety. 455 Golden Gate Avenue, 5an Francisco, CA 
941 02. Depending upon vour panic ular opera d o n , include the following infotm a rion.

-  Name and address o f  locarion |i) w here asbestos is used.
-  Number o f  em ployees working w ith asbestos, including m aintenance personnel.
-  Manner in which asbestos or asbestos-containing products are used or handled.
- Names and addresses o f any collective bargaining representatives or o th er 

representatives o f  »fleered em ployees.
I f  you prefer, forms for reporting ere available; from the Chief o f the Division o f Industrial S afety  at the 
above address-

N O -F E E  CONSULTATION
The Srate is nor attem pting to penalize em ployers for using asbestos or the o ther regulated substances. 
Asbestos is *n im portant ingredient in many products where subitirurea are not readily available.
To help employers achieve com pliance w ith the provisions o f the law and to w ork safely w ith  asbestos, 
both tne Division of Industrial Safety and the State Departm ent of H ealth will provide pcn jJty-frcc. 
no-charge consultative services and educational programs. These services will be provided on request by any 
em ployer, employee or em ployee group.
Employers who prefer not to con tact a S tate agency for consultative services may wish to refer their 
questions to their asbcitos suppliers, co m p in ia tio r. injurs.;;c«. carriers, or som eone else in ihe private so tto r. 
For exam ple, some major asbestos suppliers niio insurance companies provide industrial hygiene assistance 
with asbcstos-tc]Jled problems as part o f  their custom er service.

PENALTIES
The safety regulation! for asbestos arc in Section  5208 o f  Title B o f the California A rlm instra uve Code and 
have been in effect for a num ber o f  years. They are designed to protect w orkers from harmful exposures to 
asbestos and violations o f these regulations have been subject to fsnet when discovered by Cal/OSHA 
compliance personnel. These safety regulations have not been changed. T he only changes arc th a t fines for 
violations o f safety standards involving asbestos arc higher t ile r  Ju ly  ] ¡11 ,000 for serious violations and 
5 5,000 for repeat violations), and there rs a new  fine o f  1500 for failure to teport use o f asbestos after 
Septem ber ], 1977.

FOR REGULATIONS AND MORE INFORM ATION
Free copies o f  the safety regulations covering asbestos (Section 5208) and inform ation  on how to protect 
workers may be obtained by contacting  one o f  the State Health D epartm ent Offices listed below:

In Northern California
Stare o f  California 
Occupational Health Branch 
Occupational Cancer Control Unit 
21 51 Berkeley Way 
Berkeley, CA 9-4704

In Southern California
State o f  California 
Occupational Health Branch 
Occupational Cancer C ontrol Unit 
1449 West Tem ple S treet 
Los Angeles, C /i 90026

(415; 843-7900, Ext. 306 (213) 620-4Z90



EM PLOYEE COMPLAINTS
Tlie law requires the S u re  D epartm ent o f  Health and the Division c f  industrial Safety to respond to  
complaint! from employees regarding po ten tially  unlawful use o f the regulated cancer-causing substances in 
their work pUceS. Priority is given to invesrigauon o f  tuch complaints.

RO U TIN E INSPECTIONS
The law also requires the S u re  d ep artm en t o f  Health to conduct jell-initiated inspections o f w ork pl.icci 
where asbestos m d  other regulated cancer-causing substances art used These Inspections arc in ensure (hat 
the safety regulations for these substancct; »r: followed Responsibility foi en  forcem ent of these 
regulations, as w ith all other safety and health regulations resi! with the State Division of Industria l Safety. 
These routine inspections will follow Cal/OSHA procedures with no advance no tice tc em ployers and 
órse-instante penalties.

DISPOSAL
The Departm ent of Health. Vector and Wasrc M anagement Section, has designated asbestos-containing 
wastes as hatardous w as tc J .  A ccordingly, such wastes must be transported and disposed o f in accordance 
with Stare laws and regulations on ha iardous w aste. Wastes ir. a form which can release dust shou ld  be pu ; 
into a tightly dosed  bag or o ther container from  which the dust cannot escape.
The CaJ/OSHA regulations [Section 5208 (i)(2) require this caution label to be a ttached  to containers o f  
asbestos w as te  '

CAUTION
Contains- Asbestos Fibers 

A void Creating Dust 
Breathing A sbestos Dost May Cause 

Serious Bodily Harm
For more inform ation on requirem ents for duposing  o f  asbestoj-eontaining wastes, w rite ro rhe following 
address;

State D epartm ent o f Health .
V ector & Waste M anagement Section 

7 1A P S treet 
Sacram ento . CA 9583d

The State D epartm ent of Health and che State D epartm ent o f  Industrial Relation» provide this in form ation  
to employers now  to alert them to their m aiu r legal responsibilities under the O ccupational Carcinogens 
C om tal Act and to give maxim um lead time to  planning .o  achieve health and safety standards m andated 
by the law. Both D cpertm ents will w ork cooperorivcly with em ployers and em ployees in the interests o f  
improved worker safety and health

D onald Vjal, 
D irector o f  Industrial R elations and Designated A dm inistrotor for Cal/OSHA


