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No Later Than Oet. 31, 1977

Monsanto Announces
PCB Withdrawal Date

Journai of Commerce Speclsl
ST

announced that
hut down ity polych.
lorinated bigheny! (PCB)
manulacturing unit, com.
plete dixtribution of ai] in.
venlories and  withdraw
completelv {rom the market
as the principal supplier of
PCB  dietectric insulating
flulds to the electrical pow-
er_sunolv industry by no
later then Qcl. 31, 1977,

The firm withdrawal date
Was anhounced by Hurle H.
Harbison, Jr., general man-
ager of Monsanto’s Special.
li’ Chemicals Division. Mr.
Harbison said the company
WOl ave largeted an
even earlier shutdewn dats
had transformer and
pacttor manufacturers’ con-

Mr. Harbison emphasizeq
that fireresistant PCB.
filled capacitors ot oniy
fa) infrequently but alse
1all safely.

“Unforiunatelv, the very
Brvperiln that have made

'CBs ideal and even man.
datory for these eszential
uses, were ais0 found in the
early 19708, more than 4
‘Vurl after they were first
niroduced. to be the prop.
erties causing them to per.
sist and accumulate in the
environment,  Because of
this tendency (o resigt
biodegradation.  Monsanto
announced lest January jts
decision to volumarily
cease produclion as soon ay
the electrical indusiry vould
find viable alternate Nuidg
and convert its equipment.
and e their

version per-
mitted. Monsanio's PCB

ducts are produced sols.
v for use ax dielectric in-
sulaliag Muids at the com.
pany's William G. Krumm.
rich plant, jocated just suuth
of East 8t. Louis, il

rdin,

According to arbi-
son, PCBs roup of
synthetic chiorinat organ.

first Ume in 1929 in re.
sponse to the electrical in-
duatry's need for improved
dielectric Insulating fluids
which would also provide
increased fire resistance
bent in transformer and
capacitor applications,

Wi d Use

Ipr

<Fire resistant, PCB.
filled transformers are used

ncertain indoor in-
statlations such as high rise
buildings, hospitals a
chools, and in efectrically.
powered urban commuter
traing. Thelr function is to
oither increase or reduce
voltaga or change the cur-
fent in the system. PCR.
conlaining capacitors are
used to control voltage and
reduce power Jossen in flu.

spread use of PCBy in elec.
trical apparatus, Mr. Harbi-
3on aliuded 1o the World
Trude Center in New York
City where som, 000 fu-

each

conlaini ed ca-
pacttor, currently |n
service,

exit date. Mr. Harbison ex-
plained that the unigue fire.
resistanl and  dielectric
acterisiics of PCBs
have for the past 45 yea
made them not only the
rd but, in ‘many
tha only fluids ap-
dielectric

hizh-density nopulation ap-
plications ~ where  violent

) device contain.
g a lammable fluid couid
result in a fire or explosion
o catustrophic proportions.

" he added.

Previeus Actions

Citing  previous actions
undertsken by
fo_restrict the entry of
PCB4 into the environment,
Mr. Harbison said that pri-
of 10 1970 PCBs were alsp
used in many nonelectrical
products as well. He ey.
pimned that in dielectric
applications Ihey are con.
tained in “closed™ or scaieg
svstems bul in many of the
oiher applications, this was

the case.

not
"So. when scientific in.
vestigations first confirmed
their presence in (he U. §,
environment in the early
19700 and long before the
Potential impact of {hes
{indings wes determine,
Monsanto began to imple.
ment ils voluntary program
of terminating  sales
PCBs (o all nonelectrical
applications and simults.
neonly warne

task force. formed
l|'. 1972 10 study the prob.
m.

LLE
production by
over 50 per cent and further
eliminated the likely
sources of losses to the eg.
vironmi

™. Principal appli.
(fected by the com.
ny's untizteral withdraw-
In the early 19708 were in
carhonless copy paper, fire.
resistant hvdraulie Auids,
haat transier Nuids end
Plasticizera,” he said.

Mr. Harbison ad that it
NOW appears that the jn.
dustry has reroed in vn re.
rin-emem vandidates and
s currently invojved in
field testing of non-pCR
electricat componenty prior
to effecting a totar change.

santo has been told ahout
them. 1U's likely that they
are not going to offer a
comparable degree of fire
resistance. Hiatoricalty,
PCB dielectrics have filled
two functions; combining
exceilent  dielectric per-
formance with inherent fire
protection. The Prospective
replacements appear to
provide acceptable dietect.
fic performa: bt gys.
tem redesign has been re.
quired 10 ‘circumvent (he
fire hazard potential which
lv;:l introduced  Wheiher

Y 2Dt

' Is one of the major
objectives of the field tesis
Now in prograss.
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