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(Chemical facing EPA ban

BY ROBERT SIGNER

WASHINGTON (CDN) — The Environmental
‘Protection Agency has taken the first step toward
preventing further pollution of U. §. waterways by
PCBs, a major industriai pollutant.

The federal agency announced it will hoid a
hearing Aug. 30 on regulations that would
ban or limit the discharge of PCBs into waterways
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PCBs (polychiorinated biphenyls) are used In
the manufacture of capacitors, transformers and
other industrial products in the United States and
many other countries.

THEY ARE.SIMILAR to DDT in chemicai con-
struction, are not readlly biodegradable and have s
Jong and durable lifetime.

State and federal laboratory tests have linked
PCBs to a variety of human ilinesses from skin le-
sions to miscarriages. In @ broader sense, they af-
fect the chain of life, first contaminating basic foods
mhcn invading human body {at and remaining

tries factoring the ch
{rom discharging any PCBs.

1t also proposed that plants that use PCBs to pro-
duce electrical transformers and capacitors be bar-
red from discharging the chemicals in most wastes
resulting from the manufacturing process. Other
limits wouid be set on the discharge of PCBs into
walerways from plant operations.

The EPA propesed specifically that all indus-
ecle be peobbi

LAKE MICHIGAN is the most saverely con-
taminated of the Great Lakes in terms of PCB
Jeveis. Concentrations of up to 185 parts per million

. trout have been found.

The Food and Drug Administration has set a
mazimum leve! of § parts per million of PCBs in fish
and has been criticized by some environmental and
health groups for permitting even that much.

Generally, the Lake Michigan concentration of
PCBs is below 10 parts per million, an Interior De-
partment spekesman said. In smelt and lake trout,
the range of PCB residue o the lake has been from

2.5 parts per million to 165 parts per millien
respectively.

EPA speci ledged that no |
ate benefits could be expected. The regulations will
not take effect until a full year after being issued in
final form — and that process could take six
months.

MONSANTO Industrial Chemicals Co., with
headquarters in ST Louls, is the onl§ Hroducer of
PCBs. The company said in January that it will
phase out production after the industry makes ar-
rangements for alternative materials.

Therein lies a critical problem. No substitate
has been fully scceptable to date. Last month the
EPA said that a fluid called polydimethylsiloxane
was “[ar prefersbie” to P(:‘Bl for use in transform-
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But the agency said this fluid was more flamme-
bie than the PCBs, implying industry might there-
fore find it unsuitable. —
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