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Aliphatic hydrocarbons are usually considered to be a s inert biochemically 
as they arc chemically (Uil'JLiar.iu, 1959). ho info:ration is availabls on the 
metabolism of ingested hexane, but of the little hexane absoy.;! on inhalation 
most appears to be ecoxcreici unchanged through the lungs art perhaps a little 
appears in the urine (Sstler, 1939).
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0.2 ml hexane, ’.’hen aspirated by the anaesthetised rat produced convulsions and 
death vithin a few seconds. Cardiac arrest, respiratory pa.- .lysis and asphyxia 
occurred (Gararde, 1963). Kexar.e is only a weak anaesthetic' but paralyses the 
respiratory centre before the spinal reflexes are abolished. It is irritant to skin 
and mucosa. Acute poisoning in ran leads to1 excitement, delirium, hallucinations, 
tremor, acrocyanosis and addiction also occurs (Es-iler, 19310. Inhalation of 5000 ppm 
for 10 minutes caused dizziness and giddiness in man (Fatty, 195d). The U.S. FDA has 
set a limit of 25 ppm hexane in spice oleoresins. The IVL 3;: 500 ppm (Tatty, 1958),
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!’c:io available. Frol an ax;. lull fLailon causes cxvai.c -.lly nnnc.vbn and 
nephron- thy In and mis. Iny: r; l! eu of G.!> •* 1.0 co /'-•] into anivals also lo\ 
the I3C and causes oryhhrobiauvusis (ishlc-r, 19 3-').
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Seven-1 ot'.v’ior ha;-. ter:, uricr-la.hm ‘h-- d<->ter:.bu i f.o a~oua!;. of polyeyci is 
a r on. 2 tic hydrocarbons In hexane as these f. .. any have cuvoinofy sic activity .
Sons sanplos have I': vi shun to h-vo 1 ess tixr 0-01 ran, i.e. tb? liaj.t of the 
sensitivity of t:v r.aJ hod of ar.'dLysis (Ryder and Sullivan, 1962). bat hexane 
derived fro:.: crackia^ proconscc x--.y contain tracea (Tv.e ct al., lrr .»-•). Other 
invest: pnt.ors have found 0.023 pp.“ of 3 s 4- baxp-yrira-- (Lijincfcy a:.:. Rah a, lSGl). 
But polycyclic arxv.Iic hydropcu:; have tex-n S nr. acted in such natur'l products 
as cold preened olive oil to an extent of 0.01 - 0.026 run (Jury and 1.0 rand. 1962) 
and in other crude untreated oils fro:?. 0.0022 - 0.0107 pp:.i (Orix, it and 
Kildebrandt, 1967).
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