
D e c e m b e r  26 , 1956

D r .  W. P .  P e lz  
1504 E a s t  C la rk  S t r e e t  
C h a r le s  C ity , Iow a

D e a r  D o c to r  P e lz :

I a m  s o r r y  ho t to  h av e  had  t im e  to  w r i te  to  you  s o on e r . H av ing  b e en  h a rd  
p r e s s e d  f o r  t im e , m y  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  h a s  la n g u is h e d .

C o n s id e r in g  th e  m o d e s ty  o f y o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  te t r a e th y l  le a d , I shou ld  be 
d is p o se d  to  a s k  th e  p r o p e r  p eo p le  in  the  D e tro i t  L ab o ra to r ie s  o f E th y l 
C o rp o ra t io n  to  sen d  i t  to  y o u . On th e  o th e r  h an d , sin c e  th e  com pound  is  
d a n g e ro u s , i t  s e e m s  on ly  a  n e c e s s a r y  p re c a u t io n  to  f ind  o u t f r o m  y o u , in  
g e n e ra l  t e r m s ,  w hat you w ish  to  d o . If th e r e  is  so me o th e r  b e t te r  m a te r ia l  
f o r  th e  s a m e  p u rp o s e , you  w ou ld  be  w ise  to  u s e  i t .

I f e e l  a p o lo g e t ic  w hen 1 q u e s t io n  the  p u rp o se  an d  te c h n iq u e s  of a  p h y s ic ia n , 
b u t the  fa c t  o f th e  m a t te r  is  th a t  th e r e  h av e  b e en  so  m an y  r e q u e s ts  fo r  
te t r a e th y l  le a d  th a t  h av e  b e e n  w ho lly  u n ju s t i f ie d , and  su ch  a  n u m b e r  th a t 
have b e en  b a se d  on  an  e n t i r e ly  f a ls e  id e a  o f th e  n atu re ,  p r o p e r t i e s ,  and  
u s e fu ln e s s  o f te t r a e th y l  le a d  f o r  m e d ic a l  p u rp o s e s , th a t I have had  to  s c r e e n  
th e m .

W ould you m in d  g iv in g  m e a  b r ie f  a c c o u n t o f y o u r  p ro p o se d  w o rk ?  If I can  
g ive you  an y  s u g g e s t io n , I s h a l l  be  g lad  to  do so , and  m o re o v e r ,  i f  I can  
le a r n  so m e th in g  f ro m  y o u r  w o rk , I s h a l l  be  d e l ig h ted .

W hen th e  sa m p le  is  s e n t  to you , you w il l a lso  re c e iv e  so m e  in s tru c t io n s  
an d  you w ill be a sk e d  to  s ig n  a  r e le a s e .  T h e se  a r e  ro u t in e  p ro c e d u re s  w h ich  
w e s e t  up  y e a r s  ago  an d  w il l  c o n tin u e .

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

R o b e r t  A . K ehoe, M . D .
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