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Pirst of all I would 1iks t0 tell you how glad I am te be with you and how very
msuch I apprecists your ikind invitation to attend your impressive gathering,

f ; It has been soggested to me that yoy or some of you, micht be interested in tbe
' hu-xzmumum.zmmm:nmumwu 0 give & brisf suwrvey,

3
To understand the British situstion & short Ristorical replics is pecessary,
In 1938, when the darx war oclouds oane wpol the horison, the Impirs producers were
mmmﬁ.andmwmm-ums be dore in osse of sn em~

k. wn-mzvmmnmummuhmmmm
m,nhadnm.u-blocdodoonml, vested in a specisl XKinistry of BUDRLY &IenQy
which went under the namme of Rughy. By tbe wmay, this is the wery Rughy where as
you know ooe of our old fmous schools is situated, the school where Rughy footbell
was
be

vy

first played, All the retal brought 0 England was under Pugby's juriedictioa,

importance of the orders of the competing military sections were decided st a8

: rov nateris) confsrence whare all tranches of Rie Majesty's Foross wers represented,
The chair was taksn by & Cabinet or Senior Kimister and so sn eaay ruling for pri=
ori

1y could de established,

a This is the history and explansticn of tis reascn why there i{s only one bdgyer
for virgin leed in England,

Toe lead coazuaptiocn in 1950 was 130,70 tens, This was supplied by the impord
of about 170,000 tons; the producticn of English refined lead of 75,000 tons (Eng=
1ish reiined is lecd clried froa gecondarics and lead Xoduced fron domestio ores),
balarce was made up cut of serap lead and reneltel lead axcuniing to about
95,000 tons, e sxr just now that the montly &versge consumpticn was equal to
27,500wm1n1950. In January and February of this year the upward trend of the
last quarter of 1yS0 ascelerated and the consum ticn wus about 32,000 tonq i.e,,
this aditional deaand nlus the shipping difficulties frea Au.t‘..niu and lma-
4 mormmmmt-tmwtmmuhnlmmmsmm
1 16, 1951 the Ministry introduoed a raticning schems retroactive to the nnt of Peb=

Tuary, This schew cut all suppliss of virgin lead down to 50f of tha aveP=
ags intais for 1950,

AtmmmﬁumwrlyuanuMwmw Se0cn-
daries end Englinh refined acoounted in 1950 for roughly 505 of the supply, ao:u
will see that the situstion for the British manufacturers was not toouq
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Dot partiowlarly helpful to maintain or widen bis good will with his customers,
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oabls sheathing was established and this crder had several amendments, It is too
ou-:.ywunmgmmuwmuuu‘zmowu,uma
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{ In respect of prices a short word, The Minlatry of Suyply prices were through
the wicls of 1950 the USA pricss convertsd into sterling, Only in March of this
yoar the principle was changed and this happened after a purchass of laad was made
8% the Qulf prioce,

I mentioned sarlier, lead produced out of English xined ore is b
figire for English refined, To awoid a wrong impression I should say
production is very small and I have hers, &s well as with all the figures glven,
rely on &y cemory, but I would call the produstion about 6,500 t0 7,000 tons

It 43 of interest that, enoourazged through the high prices, quite soms p
ting is gving on at home, Important South African financing bousse have taken

[
interest in load miring in Ergland and so the old Park Mine in South Wales will de’
two or thres smaller ones AFe
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£ your time than I intend>d, dut 4n

I sz afraid, ¥r, Chairman, this took more o
falrness I should smy in respect of the Ministry of Supply that the officials have
tried to undcrstand tha protlacs of the industry and were helpful in meeting the

buziness man's point of view, You might have heard that at ths begzimning of this
month the nonferrous metals control wis transferred from the Winistry of Supply o

e & pew departaent presided over by the Lord Privy Sed , Kr, Stckes, Mr, Stokes him-
° these who wers hitherto coanected

all
with metals and I hope that taings will not get warse,

In conclusion, My, Chairman and gentlesen, I aa sure xy Erzlish oollsagues Wl
most heartily ermxdarse my wishes for a sucocssful conclusion of your ecnvention,
meet in 1952 that you will meet in 3 lese

will
3 disturbed world, that you all will enjcy the test of personal health and xy perscmal
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