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liver cancer, and more specifically, : /e 1 -1 ! . ID I .
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angiosarcoma of the liver among 111 Y il )/ i it </ I Wi )/ VIitiy
warkers exposed to vinyl chloride, the /

Nationa! Institute for Occupational .
Safety and Health (NIQSH), Center for € hl > d vv k
Disease Contro!, has requested members O i l e O r e rS
of the medical community in the United :
States and abroad to report information
on known or suspected cases.

As shown in the table, 26 cases have
been reported to date from six countries.

" Table 1. — Reporied Cases of Liver kagissareoma in Workers Exposed to
: . Viny! Chloride or Potyrinyl Chloside.
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Sixteen of thesegzre from the United ' Case m wMC Ape o ItDn . Ys  Date o
States. Although cases have been ob- Country % Dats Crpeowrs Sareema DX W DX fp Dmih
. served from four distinct work areas, the , . YC Mosomer Prodectioa Weekers

majority (81%) were formerly employed
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as reactor cleaners at plants where vinyl
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angiosarcoma of the liver have been © Graat Britain 0 000301 006045 120072 N1 % 2% 1240m
reported from four polymerization plants Norwey o 122115 QI0SE 123071 5 7 N oeen
in the United States. While an exact Sweden . BI" 067321 02451 G070 43 19 12102070
estimate of the risk for polymeriza[ion United States 01" 101723 12{643 030373 49 2 i6 030373
workers must await completion of l.'nfled Stnes 0 081933 111555 050070 3% 4 13 8N
follow-up, it is already apparent that the United States 03 057515 112345 121993 S8 23 ® 12497
' ) : f United States 04 011524 070552 081967 43 15 15 019743
disease rate for this group is exiremely Gented States 05 012502 051944 020984 52 20 1B 40964
high. The total work force currently em- - United Sttes 06 (00029 011762 02.L074 45 1 ” am
ploved at U.S. polvmenzation plants is Uinited :"‘“ O 050322 020044 0OCOE 45 A B 0323
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about 5,000. No adequate data on prior United Siates 0 000031 052845 03017 43 79 1) ALVE
vinyl chloride exposure levels of Used States W 0613 51251 050068 S5 17 17 05106
polymerization workers is available, but Uned States 1* 052749 101446 03070 61 Pi] 7 0len
it is thought that past exposures may United Stales 1718 051349 030283 5O 20 15 050289
Unded Stztes 1 120021 032944 03004 53 20 LR T YR
- ;‘ave frequently exceeded the TLV of Unied Sutes 110620 050850 000069 41 17 « ans
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median age at diagnosis .of angiosar-
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coma of the liver is 45 years with a range

. . Grest Brean 0 090814 000046 020070 %5 F{] n 1200:70 Note 1
from 36 to 71 years, and the median in- Unted Strtes I 04012 081231 060073 60 3 00 070373 Nme 284S
terval from first exposure to diagnosis is Unted Stotes 1S 000075 000300 070072 47 0 0 021573 Note
20 years with a range from 11 to 39 Other YT Eapasure
years, Too few cases have been reported w6 0 090000 " ’ " 0 050000 Kete 4
from the other woark areas to provide Ly W wue nen 4 )
stable estimates of age and latency. Note 1 Pouring PYC o murture onto fatnic bases

Persons interested in obtaining further Note 2 Machine operaiar tovermg eacinzal wie wiih PYC plastic insuiation
information shou!d contact 1. VWlliam Nate 3 Accountant ol seveesl Bbueaton plants (work bistory wnder semew)
I.ond, S-C.D., D-rector, Office of Oc- “oie d lesdieg prsrmte oras wid vl prasetant

Note § Dragnosis: Sarcoma (possibly “angusarcema’), heet, Posubiity of generairted neapiasm of the reticuloendothet.q! cet)

cupational Heaith Surveillance and srtem canoat be ryles oet.

Biometnics, NiOSH, SO0 Fishers Lane,

Room 3-32, Park Bulding, Rockville, MD *Indatey moeseeeatly confiemed arpracema of 1he hver,
208352 “0G" Indiates wannomn data




